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Tell, Teach, Tend, Transform, Treasure

The five marks of Mission
At the back of our Prayer Book is our Catechism. I
wonder when we last read over it to be reminded of
the tenets of our faith: Human Nature, God (Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit), the Bible, the Church, Ministry,
Sacraments, Prayer, the Anglican Church, Christian
Lifestyle, and Christian Hope.
In regards to The Anglican Church we are reminded
we belong to a world-wide fellowship of self-governing
churches holding the doctrine and ministry of the one,
holy, catholic and apostolic church, and in communion
with the Archbishop of Canterbury.
It is through this world-wide communion that we
have also ‘signed up’ to The Five Marks of Mission,
summarised as: Tell – Teach – Tend – Transform –
Treasure.
In 2012 the ACC added wording to the fourth mark
to include the need for Christians to challenge violence
and work for peace. In more detail the Five Marks are:
To proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom
To teach, baptise and nurture new believers
To respond to human need by loving service
To transform unjust structures of society, to
challenge violence of every kind and to pursue peace
and reconciliation.
To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and
sustain and renew the life of the earth.

In this edition of The Witness our intention is to
portray the wide and exciting scope of Christian
ministry and responsibility using examples from our
own backyard and beyond
We all have God-given passions and at least one of
the Marks of Mission will inspire us to action more than
the others. The challenge for all disciples who seek to
serve and transform, is to stay connected to the one
true vine.
Sadly many Christians have pursued their God given
passions and over time have drifted. Sometimes the
church is at fault for not understanding and supporting
enough – other times Christians have let their regular
discipline of prayer, scripture reading and fellowship
slip, and in time they lose touch with Christ; the source
of their inspiration.
Christ’s mission through us is to transform the world
– so that his ‘kingdom come on earth as in heaven’. His
call and commission is unchanged and he has gifted
and equipped us for this task.
I hope you will be inspired to creative action by the
examples of ministry portrayed in this issue of The
Witness.
TELL : TEACH : TEND : TRANSFORM : TREASURE
With every blessing...
David Hollingsworth – Vicar General

Aotearoa, nō te katoa
(New Zealand belonging to all)
Korowai of stars across the night
Southern Cross that burns so bright
The fraying edge of pounamu land
Course blankets of golden sand
Can you feel the ground beneath your fingertips?
Can you taste the salt upon your lips?
Is there a reflection of mountains in your eyes?
Aotearoa, nō te katoa
Rivers that unfurl like ferns
Clear blue as a wave turns
The tui call across the dawn
Clip of shears as a sheep is shorn
Can you feel the ground...
Knife-edged mountain ridges
Gorges crossed by swing bridges
Tall kauri and Kowhai bloom
An upside-down man in the moon
Can you feel the ground...
Small island nation full of sensations
Open your eyes what can you see?
The perfect location, here’s your invitation
Open your eyes what can you see?
Can you feel the ground beneath your fingertips?
Can you taste the salt upon your lips?
Is there a reflection of mountains in your eyes?
Aotearoa, nō te katoa

Lyrics by Lucy Summerfield (left), 13 yearold from Richmond Parish and winner of
the national 2019 song-writing competition
through the ‘Hook, Line and Sing-a-long’
contest.
Congratulations Lucy!
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Proclaiming the Good News
of the Kingdom

As I interact with people, it’s quite common to hear
the words ‘epic’, ‘great’, ‘amazing’, ‘awesome’ in normal
conversations, even when discussing things like a good
meal or someone finding a ride home.
But it’s not often you hear followers of Jesus say, ‘My
time with Jesus was epic’. Or ‘I’ve just had an awesome
time talking to my friend about Jesus’.
Why is it that we often tend to be a bit unenthusiastic
about the greatest news on the planet, and perhaps
struggle to share it with others? Is it that the Good News
has lost its sparkle? Or have we lost our confidence and
conviction of what the Gospel is?
Recently, I went out to buy a car for my daughter.
Although the sales guy I met did not know much about
cars, I was amazed by his passion. Even my eventual
decision not to buy the car did not dampen his spirit.
He was keen to keep in touch in case something else
came up that was more in line with what I was after. That
challenged me about my passion for Jesus.
Am I willing to put myself out there and let people see
my passion for Jesus? I realised that proclaiming the Good
News starts with me because if I don’t know what the
Good News is, and if I haven’t experienced it, how can I
offer it to other people? How can we share something we
don’t have ourselves?
The Good News of Jesus has three aspects: Orthodoxy
(right thinking), Orthopraxy (right actions) and
Orthopathos (right passions).
So what is the Good News that we are called to
proclaim? I love how NT Wright puts it. Christianity is,
simply, good news. That through Jesus life, death and
resurrection, a whole new world has been inaugurated;
a new creation has been brought into being; a new way
of being human is now made possible. This is the new
creation you’ve been waiting for and you are invited to
join in.
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If we encounter the reality of this Good News for
ourselves, then our actions, words, thoughts, attitudes
and decisions will come into alignment with this. These
things are our orthopraxy. I think Kiwis are pretty good at
this. There are heaps of excellent community ministries
where we seek to love our neighbours in practical ways.
But the last aspect, Orthopathos, is where I think we
often fall short. Perhaps it’s cultural to be reserved,
although I don’t see rugby fans reserved when watching
footy!
So how do we rekindle our passion for the proclamation
of the Gospel? Encounter Jesus.
You know, it’s very hard to share the Good News with
the world if we haven’t experienced Jesus as being Good
News in our own lives. We need to encounter Jesus in
such a way that he turns our lives upside down so that,
like Paul in 2 Corinthians 5:15, we can say ‘...he (Jesus) died
for all so that those who live should no longer live for
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised
again’.
Encounter others.The Gospel story intersects with
people’s story. Jesus’ message was compelling because it
touched a nerve in the lives of those he met. Today, across
the world, the stories of Gospel transformation continue
as men and women respond to God’s call to proclaim,
declare, announce and call into being the new world
order that God has brought about through Jesus.
We are called to proclaim a message that frees all
people to be all that God intended them to be. In the
name of Jesus we can offer the world the fullness of what
God wants when his life confronts their brokenness; Life
in abundance! I have personally found going deeper
in my encounter with others involves asking good
questions.
Steve Maina – Bishop elect

Proclaiming through creativity
A few years ago my wife Claudia and I spent some time
in San Francisco and while we were there, we went to
the Museum of Modern Art twice. We both have a deep
love for creative expression and it was such a joy to see so
many amazing works of art in person.
The one artist I spent the most time looking at was
Mark Rothko, a mid-20th century American abstract artist.
Rothko’s works are minimal, abstract and tend to be very
large. His works, though minimal, even simplistic, carry
with them a spiritual weight as though you’re looking
into Rothko’s soul – that he’s expressing something
about himself and the world around him that cannot be
communicated by words alone. This is what draws me
into his works of art.
Since the Reformation, the art world and the Church
have drifted apart. To the point where there is a
seemingly uncrossable chasm between modern art and
the Church, one side growing more liberal and grotesque,
the other seeking to draw closer to God. But in this
conflict we can lose sight that we serve an incredibly
creative God, in fact the first thing we learn about the
character of God is that he is creative:
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
[Genesis 1:1]

Being formed in the likeness of God, he imparted into
us the gift of creativity. Creativity which is expressed
in song, dance, painting, photography, music and a
multitude of other expressions. If followers of Jesus are
the people of God, then I firmly believe that we should be
the most creative group of people in the world.
We worship an incredibly creative God, a God who
created the Heavens and the Earth, who created this
world of incredible beauty and that he inspires us to
imitate his creativity.
Rothko had a torn relationship with God and the
Church and even though, to my knowledge, he
never professed faith in Jesus, he had a far deeper
understanding of the profound spiritual impact of
creative works than any Christian I’ve ever met.
We as the Church need to lean back into our calling to
be creative worshippers of the Most High God. Both as
an act of worship and also as a way to communicate the
Gospel.
So be brave and make something beautiful, express the
creativity that God has planted within you, and do it for
his glory.
Brad Wood – Tahunanui Parish

Kaleidoscope
Kaleidoscope is a ministry, based at St Stephens
Church in Tahunanui. It sprang out of a desire to support
congregations as they seek to build the church in their
local area. We believe that this is important, especially
in smaller rural communities where personnel resources
may be limited.
At St Stephens we are blessed to have a number of
people licenced to lead worship, preach, and administer
communion. This allows us to look outside of ourselves
and offer support to parishes which need to service
several outlying churches.
We have worked with the Wakefield Parish at Tapawera,
Lake Rotoiti, and Murchison, and also at Ngatimoti in
the Motueka Parish. We have recently had the joy of
participating in services at St Johns Hira and St Peters
Atawhai.
The specific team composition is flexible and is largely
dependent upon the particular needs of the local
congregation or event. As well as the usual Ministry
Leader and Preacher we can also include musicians,
and children’s ministry, sometimes including puppets.
On occasion we combine our ministry trips with a
party of older folk from our 50+ Ministry. This not only
significantly increases congregational numbers but
provides a great time of fellowship after the service.
Kaleidoscope also gives us at St Stephens the chance

to involve our members in ministry opportunities outside
of our own church; and we are discussing ways in which
we can use these as a discipling tool for our younger
members.
As with all ministry the ‘giver’ also receives a blessing,
which is often greater than that which is given. This is
very true for our Kaleidoscope visits where the team
always come away with an increased awareness of the
wider body of the church.
Looking to the future we would like to widen our field
to include overseas mission to the Pacific area, as we have
opportunity.

Worship including our 50+ group at Murchison.
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To teach, baptise
and nurture new believers

Developing a parish strategy
Developing a parish strategy to teach, baptise and
nurture new believers is perhaps the hardest part of any
vicar’s work. The major reason for this, I have come to see,
is the congregation’s expectation that they have a vicar or
children’s worker, or youth leader who they pay to do this!
I was raised in a farming community and nowhere
was the expectation present that the farmer was the
one who bore the lambs or provided the milk for their
survival – thanks be to God! The primary shepherd in any
newborn lamb’s life is the ewe from whom it was born.
It must therefore be the primary work of any parish to
grow healthy ‘ewes’ if we want our newborns to survive
the dangers presented in these early Spring deliveries.
But before I comment on how this might be achieved, lets
look at why we have created communities that defer this
work to the ‘paid’ others.
Perhaps the greatest reason is just plain ignorance.
We haven’t been trained to do it and therefore wouldn’t
know where to begin. Maybe we are too busy with other
things and a new member being attached to our already
crowded lifestyle would just be too much! The excuses
we make are not really important. What is really important
is the fact that God’s major investment, the work of the
cross, demands that this birthing and nurturing of the

newly born be our absolute priority!
So, any strategy a vicar leads, in my opinion must
demonstrate this absolute priority being given its
right place. As parish leaders we must be much less
concerned about how well run our vestry meetings are
or how tunefully our choirs sing or how many turn up
to our Sunday gigs. Only then might we become more
concerned about who is sitting next to who, who is being
befriended, who is being invited into whose social spaces,
with a nurturing tending attitude. We might then even
notice those being left out, sitting alone... the down and
the out.
The Lord is my shepherd who leads me to quiet restful
places and plentiful food, thereby restoring my soul.
This shepherd never leaves me when I’m troubled or
surrounded by enemies he ‘s with me and sets a table
of plentiful food for my pleasure, the Shepherd’s Psalm
declares. How many of us notice the last verse though? All
this is discovered in the ‘House of the Lord’; a wonderful
picture of our local Christian communities where God
shepherds and nurtures these little ones through us and
in our relationship with them!
Ian Smith – Richmond Parish

The vital role of Home Groups
A Home Group is a vital part of the Church, where the
ingredients necessary to sustain life are mixed, kneaded
and baked ready to be tasted by others.
Just like people, home groups come in all shapes and
sizes; fat, thin; tall, short; young, old; male, female; even
mixed. They may be studious discussion, conversational
discovery, or more social. Groups may meet weekly or
fortnightly, daytime or evening. All include getting to
know each other more deeply and provide a safe place
to share joys and troubles, along with the opportunity
to know Jesus in a personal way yourself, while
encouraging others to do likewise. A home group has
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only one rule – what goes on there stays there.
What is needed to start a group? Simply a few people
who wish to develop their relationship with Jesus and
also a suitable venue. The leader of the group does not
have to ‘have all the answers.’ Supportive clergy is most
important. We need them to help with tricky bits.
One of the advantages of a living home group is
that it has a suitable atmosphere where someone
on the way to knowing Jesus may be introduced to
him. Often the Church suffers from unfortunate past
experience and reputation. Home group is a stepping
stone for them to see that Christians are normal people

who enjoy life. It also helps dispel the attitude that
a Christian’s life is free from sin temptation, doubts,
or troubles. Non-judgemental support and prayer is
obvious to a newcomer.
What can a home group do to keep it alive?
Firstly pray in all situations.
Be welcoming to anyone exploring your group.
Remember they are only a friend you have not yet met.
Invite interesting speakers according to the interest of
your group.
Celebrate positive happenings – birthdays,
engagements, new babies etc.
Have a retreat away in a neutral location. This gives
a great opportunity for devotions as a group. But the

whole time does not have to be serious, maybe a walk,
if wet; board games, and of course food.
Attend a movie as a group with a coffee afterwards to
discuss the film.
When we first attended church no home groups were
operating. The church atmosphere was cool, with very
few parishioners involved. Over time as home groups
were introduced the atmosphere changed, most people
chose to become involved in the life of the Church. Now
we have 11 home groups, two dedicated prayer groups
and one dedicated mission support group. Of these
only one is led by clergy.
Diana Fensom – Greymouth Parish

Five adults + one young person = winning formula
According to my phone today, I have 562 friends, 202
Instagram followers, and 354 people in my contacts.
You may have double that number, or perhaps you have
less. In 2019, our social networks can often be wide and
diverse.
But regardless of the hundreds of friends I am
connected to, when it comes down to it, I only have a
small group of people who really know me. They have
walked the journey of life with me, wrestled with big
faith questions, taught me what a disciple looks like,
and helped me grow into my identity as a child of
God. They know my flaws, the things that trip me up,
what encouragement I need to keep going, and they
have faithfully kept praying for me. Our friendships are
different, rich and full, because we have invested in each
other’s lives over the years, with our tears, honesty, hope,
and laughter.
While young people today may have an online social
network of hundreds, if not thousands, there is still a real
need for regular human contact, consistent love, and
unconditional acceptance from a small group of close
people who know them well. Research conducted by the
Fuller Institute showed that each young person needs to

be surrounded by a team of five adults – other than their
parents – who will invest in their lives; who know their
names, who are on their team and are praying for them.
Fuller highlighted the importance of strong
intergenerational relationships as the most important
factor in ensuring faith that would last the distance.
When we hold firm to the second mark of mission
– to teach, baptise and nurture new believers – we’re
committing to ‘doing life’ with each other. While it may be
easier to confine this value to a Sunday sermon, we need
to break out of the didactic educational paradigm that
can get stuck in the pulpit.
The apprenticeship model of teaching that Jesus
embodied with his disciples is a beautiful reminder that
little is wasted in the waiting, walking, eating, and sharing
life together. Deeply connected, rich, and grace-filled
intergenerational relationships are what the church is
called to embody, as we worship God together in Spirit
and in truth.
So, how can you nurture the young people in your
parish, and who are the five adults cheering them on?
Diana Langdon – Strandz Enabler
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To respond to human need
by loving service
Kaikoura – where the rubber
meets the road
One evening when Jill was closing the café she worked
in, she noticed a man searching for food in the rubbish
tin outside. This revived a long-held dream she had of
feeding the hungry, so she found a venue and began
preparing meals one night a week, welcoming anyone
and everyone. This community meal has drawn people
who are hungry for food but more so those who need the
company of others. Jill has lots of volunteers to help serve
food and love!
Michael and Grant both love cutting and supplying
firewood to those in need. Grant also takes young men
with him, particularly new New Zealanders who have not
experienced much of the great outdoors! Michael often
gives fresh eggs away.
John is a volunteer driver for the Kaikoura Vehicle
Trust, driving people to appointments in Christchurch
and if needed, waiting with them until their turn comes,
or taking the local seniors on the weekly shopping trip
around Kaikoura.
Willie visits people in hospital or at home and is a very
willing and helpful man. Courtnay sometimes sets up a
chair at the local schoolyard market to give free shoulder
massages and words of encouragement!
Inge and Anthea entertain the residents at the rest
home playing guitar or ukulele and piano. Michael is
computer savvy and gives his time and expertise to those
who need help!
Marion has opened her home to boarders – especially
those here to work for the summer season. Linda

sometimes looks after her friend’s grandchildren, making
crafts and having treats!
Murray and Kathy visit their neighbour every Sunday
evening, sharing love and friendship. Margaret loves to
bake and often gives cakes or biscuits away. She visited
a blind friend regularly just taking the time to chat. She
once showed a young woman how to preserve fruit.
In my own experience as a parish Elder Care Worker,
I find that a visit and chat with an older person is so
appreciated. For example, I see Ken, who doesn’t get out
much, every Friday for half an hour or so. I sometimes
take cheese scones, which is one of the things he misses
since his wife died. I also visit Val, who stays close to home
to be on oxygen much of the time. We always end these
visits with a hug – which I know we have to be wise about
these days, but I think hugs are very important!
With a team of helpers (Linda, Gwenyth, Kathy, Jennie,
Leigh, Nell, Lyn and Mum!) I still arrange monthly
‘Summer Wine’ meetings for seniors, providing an
opportunity for folk to socialise, eat together, learn
something about their community and have some fun!
I also lead the local community choir, ‘Kaichorus’ which
is partly about singing and partly about belonging to
a friendship group. (Kaichorus regularly entertains at
Summer Wine!)
I believe ‘responding to human need by loving service’
is about giving our time and our talents, as illustrated by
the everyday Christians named above.
Nicola Woodall – Kaikoura Parish

Working with Refugees – a two-way blessing
New Zealand accepts 1,000 refugees every year,
roughly 10% of whom are resettled in Nelson. On arrival
in New Zealand, they stay in the Mangere Refugee
Resettlement Centre in Auckland for six weeks, before
being flown to their city of resettlement. They are met
at the airport by Red Cross trained volunteers who help
during the initial resettlement period of three to six
months.
The Government agency MBIE is responsible for
finding a rental house for each family and they are
supplied with new furniture, while bedding and
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kitchenware is donated by the local community. Red
Cross staff and volunteers help the families with such
things as school and English Language enrolments,
WINZ appointments, any necessary medical
appointments and help to acquaint each new family
with their new home and environment, and be their
friend.
Members of Victory Church are involved with
ongoing teaching of the English language and driving
instruction. Members of our Myanmar community
are active on cleaning and maintenance rosters, and

are part of the children’s ministry team. A separate
Myanmar-language service is held, but on one Sunday
every month all the congregations join in one service
for Communion. Members of the preaching team teach
in the Myanmar service with the help of an interpreter.
Victory Church often has ‘family gatherings’ – picnics
or social events – and Myanmar families are active
participants.
Their religious faith plays a huge part in the lives of
the majority of the Myanmar families - many of those
who come to Nelson follow the Christian faith and were
persecuted by the ruling Buddhist Military Junta in
Myanmar for this very reason. Welcoming these families
into the fellowship of Victory Church, giving them a

safe place in which to worship and providing one family
with a house in which to live has helped them to settle
in Nelson. A member of our Myanmar congregation
told us that just to be allowed to come and go, to
worship openly in a Christian space, is indescribable
freedom.
Their presence here is an ongoing blessing to us. Their
worship is heartfelt and they are powerful prayers. They
know what it means to really suffer in Christ’s name
– to lose home, country, family and friends and keep
believing in a loving, saving God. They certainly help us
to keep some perspective.
Janis Holland and Dave McDonald – Victory Parish

Offering our time and skills
In July 2018 I arrived at Lamap on Malekula island for a
two-week dental mission with The Butterfly trust, started
six years ago to support education and health in rural
Vanuatu. I was fortunate to receive some sponsorship for
this mission.
Previously David and I went on a mission to Cambodia.
This time I chose Vanuatu as it is closer to home. South
Malekua is rural, children aged 0-9 years make up the bulk
of the 5,000 population.
My home for two weeks was a thatched roofed guest
house with a gas stove but no hot water or electricity.
After work each night a shower was quite a chilling
experience. Our clinic was at Lamap Medical Centre and
our team comprised one Vanuatu dentist, two Kiwi dental
therapists, two Vanuatu dental assistants and a local
administrator.
Our operations were carried out on tables and kitchen
chairs (there was just one basic dental chair) which was
very hard on our bodies each day. Each time we needed
to use the compressor someone would rush outside and
turn the generator on, and off immediately afterwards, as
fuel was precious.
People from South Malekula came to our clinic at
Lamap, either two hours by truck or several hours by boat
and truck. Travelling time meant that patients arrived
later in the morning resulting in backlogs well into the
afternoon.
We had our challenges (eg: a faulty pressure cooker
used for sterilising instruments) but we overcame all our

difficulties. Come lunchtime we appreciated the beautiful
island food. We were well fed and looked after by the
local woman in the community.
During the day, lighting was provided by headlamps
or torchlight. We worked until the queues or the natural
light were gone. Patients were prioritised, with relief of
pain and those living furthest away taking priority.
We screened patients in the school hall, classrooms
or outside, while simultaneously dental assistants
conducted tooth brushing sessions. We distributed 825
toothbrush packs to schools and kindergartens, with our
aim being to promote tooth brushing in schools. Western
diet influences combined with the lack of tooth brushing
has resulted in a lot of tooth decay.
Over the weekend we went to the Meskelynes by boat
to provide more relief of pain. On Sunday after church our
oral health messages were delivered to villagers in the
market house in Pellongk village.
There is a lot of misunderstanding around oral health
and dental treatment, and older people are reluctant
to have their teeth examined, although several of them
plucked up courage when they saw us treating their
children. On our short mission we examined and treated
around 600 children.
I felt very sad to be leaving so soon. The days had been
long and hard and I arrived home tired, but knowing that
I had made a difference.
Dee Hollingsworth – Mapua Parish
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To transform unjust
structures of society,
challenge violence,
and pursue peace and
reconciliation
Pike River Reflection
‘Forget the former things; do not dwell on
the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it
springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making
a way in the wilderness and streams in the
wasteland’
[Isaiah 43:18-19]
It’s been eight-and-a-half years since
the Pike River mine exploded, taking the
lives of 29 men, and we’re still working
through the impact of that event. First and
foremost were the families who lost their loved ones
due to neglect of safe practice from the company itself,
right up to Governmental legislation.
One good thing to result from this was the introduction
of Worksafe and an ongoing ramping up of how safe
practice is managed in New Zealand workplaces. The
families had to deal with the loss of their menfolk (whom
many quite naturally want back) and also with the
complicated efforts to bring someone to justice, which
never happened despite a Royal Commission and Labour
Department charges which resulted in a compensation
deal.
Possible recovery efforts have had various challenges
from changes in ownership, caution around safety, and
expense. A change in government saw the establishment
of The Pike River Recovery Agency with a substantial
budget to begin the first phase of re-entry into the drift,
which in time will work right up to the rockfall, exploring
the last 600m of the drift that hasn’t yet been explored.
As with any venture this complicated, taking this long,
and involving so many people, there will be a variety of
responses.
What people are divided over, including the families
themselves, are the efforts to recover the bodies of the 29
men, which has kept this issue alive for eight-and-a-half
years – a long time to hold onto pain and grief, even if it
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has now morphed into more of a mission for
justice.
Many families had reached a point where
they had become settled in their own
minds with the idea of the mine being
the final resting place of their loved ones,
surrounded by the bush and their mates,
and want to leave everything just as it is.
For them this process is unhelpful and
disruptive of their lives as it keeps dredging things
up which they would rather have left at rest. Those
feelings are strengthened by the question of what if
anything the agency will discover. The likelihood of
finding bodies is low, but not impossible, and finding
evidence of what caused the explosion may also be low.
What happened at Pike was an utter tragedy and that
cannot be undone. What’s important now once the
agency has done its job, is for people to be able to move
on and for the matter to be laid to rest. I worry that this
won’t happen. Maybe some evidence will be discovered
that will result in renewed calls for justice. Maybe there
will be a push once the drift is recovered for an entry
into the mine workings which if it was considered would
result in more years of an open-ended issue.
I truly sympathise with what those families have
gone through and can only imagine what it must be
like for them, but a large part of what I do is deal with
death, funerals and grief, and I know well the effect of
unresolved grief on people’s physical and emotional wellbeing. I truly hope and pray that once the agency has
finished its job that we can with appropriate solemnity
and a sense of as much closure as is possible from what’s
been done, lay the matter down and begin to live the rest
of our lives.
Archdeacon Tim Mora – Cobden-Runanga Parish

A few reminiscences
Jonah ran away from God’s call. He ran to Spain; well, he
tried. I ran away to war!
The call to ordained ministry was extremely
inconvenient, I struggled to squirm out of it. This led to
my first peace mission to war in Bosnia in the 1990s .The
Government’s invitation satisfied everything. Promotion,
continuing my chosen vocation, yet serving God in the
cause of peace.
That first mission remains in many ways the most
poignant, partly due to the killing of my staff officer and
partly to what I call the ‘entrapment’ of the Holy Spirit
towards ordination.
Instead of focusing on the war, we should celebrate
the extraordinary contribution to the peace effort by
everyday Christians, neither bellowing about their faith,
nor on overt ‘Church Missions’ but women and men who
were working in various charities, governmental and nongovernmental organisations in the cause of peace and
justice.
Some were seasoned, others, newcomers like me.
Few made their faith public; not as a secret but just not
as a rallying flag either. A number of the UN and MSF*
staff had been in the first wave of ‘internationals’ into
Rwanda. Unsurprisingly, some carried mental scars. My
role included negotiating with senior police and interior
ministers regarding civil laws and policing as peace broke
out in a few places. Both regular military pilots on ‘my’
helicopter were Scottish: one a Roman Catholic and the
other a Presbyterian: the ribbing between the two was
extraordinary.
At one stage I teamed up with an Irish constitutional

barrister when we were addressing ethnic cleansing
issues. It was only after some weeks that it transpired that
he, too, was running from the call to ordination. There
were two odd and ironic counterpoints to the situation.
The conflict we were addressing was between
(Orthodox) Serbs, (Catholic) Croats and (Muslim) Bosniaks
all of whom lived in Bosnia (as opposed to Serbia, Croatia,
Montenegro, etc). A relatively small proportion of any
of these had been regulars at worship-places before
this particular war had begun. Yet over 80% regularly
attended worship when the Dayton Accord finally started
to put the brakes on the violence. The world media
calling the three groups ‘Croat’, ‘Serb’ and ‘Muslim’ hardly
ameliorated a situation in which religious labels were
being used conveniently to identify the peoples involved,
especially the non-Christians.
The other irony is that the (Roman Catholic) Marian
shrine of Medugorje was just a few kilometres away
from the merciless fighting in Mostar, yet pilgrims were
still arriving from around the world. It seemed not one
had even a scintilla of knowledge of the true situation.
Medugorje; that village of daily visions of the Mother of
God, a village of ignorant pilgrims and a thousand tawdry
plastic virgins. What a test of faith I found it.
Yet, it was there that one of the visionaries I’d never
met, through a friend, told me something that stopped
me in my tracks. At that point I knew that the Holy Spirit
had me.
No more running.
*Mediçins Sans Frontières
Steve Jordan – Nelson Cathedral
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To safeguard the integrity
of creation, and sustain
and renew life on earth
Restoration
The thought that we could help make a difference
prompted us to lead the challenge when the Mapua and
District Community Association (Inc) became involved in
a restoration programme in the Dominion Flats Reserve.
This area of approximately six hectares was bought by
the Tasman District Council after the completion of the
bypass,(and with a lot of encouragement from the local
community), with the understanding that the community
would be very involved in restoring it as near as possible
to its original state of lowland kahikatea forest.
Since the project started in November 2013 we have
planted over 50,000 plants with another planting of
about 3,000 to begin at the end of this month. The
original planting was of about 9,000 plants donated by
Nelmac and subsequent plants have been bought with
money we have received after applying for grants, which
involves a lot of time at the computer and is not always
successful.
The tracks that have been formed are used by walkers,
runners, cyclists and school children and some lead
further afield to connect with other communities. One
connection is through an underpass which has vibrant
murals drawn, at our request, by Mapua school pupils,
decorating the entrance.

The majority of the labour is by volunteers who have
planted, weeded, mown the tracks with a lawnmower and
weed-eater, built boardwalks, laid gravel and successfully
manned a series of pest traps. This is ongoing work and
a small group go at least once a week to try and keep
ahead of the weeds. We have good backup from the TDC
with advice and some materials.
Our plants are locally sourced and cost about $2.50
each with protectors and stakes an extra cost. It is hard to
estimate the overall cost of the project, but just materials
and plants, both those used already or still needed, would
total around $100,000, with no labour content included.
This project has now completed the first five years
with wonderful results to show for all the hard work. It
is beginning to look like a natural patch of bush but will
need several more years of planting and nurturing before
we can hand it back to nature. In time we hope there will
be an obvious patch of native forest that has increased
bird life and offers protection for the native fish that
inhabit the streams.
We like to think that in years to come there will be many
who are able to say ‘I helped with that’ as they drive past
or stop and walk the tracks and listen to the birds.
Helen and Neville Bibby – Mapua Parish

The Dominion Flats Reserve team in action.

Snowden’s Bush reserve land at Brightwater.
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Healing Horticulture
Mental Health is a serious issue facing New Zealand
society. In order to understand more, NMIT (Nelson
Marlborough Institute of Technology) Marlborough
staff invited a mental health professional to talk to us
about mental health issues. I was amazed at the size and
complexity of the problem.
I am a Horticulture Tutor for NMIT in Blenheim and at
the beginning of each class, I ask my students: on a scale
of one to five, how they are feeling today (five being
‘great’). Recently one of my students said she was a one
– and as per normal I mentally noted that and moved on
without comment. After a couple of hours in the nursery,
she sidled up to me and said she was now a three. The
same student has journaled her level of depression
against her time on my course. I was extremely privileged
yet terribly humbled to read what she had written, as well
as being very excited about the prospects of what could
be done.
Recently I was introduced to the concept of
Horticultural Therapy – basically gardening to relieve
stress. Research shows what incredibly positive benefits
gardening has for people with depression. A few days
later, staff were challenged the Marlborough NMIT
to think outside the box for ways of connecting with

the community. A week or so after that the Ven David
Hollingsworth challenged Nativity parishioners with
something similar. I was present for both challenges.
In working through several options and talking to lots
of people, I have come up with a concept – to facilitate an
eight-week, practical course in Healing Horticulture, run
on successive Saturdays between 9am and 4pm. The idea
is that this course not only explores basic horticulture,
but also looks at many of the peripheral topics associated
with a healthy lifestyle, using guest speakers to bring
a different perspectives and to challenge participants
thinking.
This concept is still in its infancy, and I am very open
to ideas, thoughts, suggestions, etc. If anybody wants to
know more, please contact me at: don.cross@nmit.ac.nz
and I’ll be happy to chat with you. Unfortunately, we will
have to limit the course to 20 places.
At this stage I am planning on an early spring start. I can
guarantee that participants will not only learn something
but will have lots of laughs on the way!
Watch out for further details.
Don Cross – Nativity Parish

Preserving Snowden’s Bush
Brightwater, famous as the birthplace of Lord Ernest
Rutherford, is a rapidly growing village community
situated on the south bank of the Wairoa River some
20Km south of Nelson.
Instead of using SH-6, travel to Brightwater from Nelson
by way of Appleby and end up on Waimea West Road.
Passing across the Waimea Plain and by the picturesque
and historical St Michael’s Church, you will soon cross
the small Wai-iti River and arrive in Brightwater where
the road is flanked on your left first by the very attractive
Snowden’s Bush reserve, and then the unmistakeably
historic St Paul’s Church.
The church, part of the Waimea Anglican Parish
but now more commonly known as the Brightwater
Community Church, was completed in 1857 on land
donated by Mr William Dickenson, an early and active
Anglican. Part of the land, the road frontage to Snowden’s
Bush was intended as glebe; that is, where the priest
grazed his horse and grew the family’s vegetables.
As the intended use of the glebe land became well
outdated, in 1977 the Nelson Diocesan Trust Board (the
legal owners of all Anglican land) requested the land
be gazetted as a private scenic reserve to be known as
St Paul’s Private Reserve, provided that upon written
request, the Minister responsible would revoke the same
designation.
Fast forward to 2014. By then the old vicarage was no
longer suitable for family accommodation, nor viable to

repair. The new replacement vicarage was funded both
from generous parishioner donations, and in part from
parish contingency reserves which are to be replenished
from the sale of part of the glebe land.
In keeping with the fifth Anglican Mark of Mission, ‘to
strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain
and renew the life of the earth’ and at the same time
honour the conditions of the new vicarage funding, some
five years later the Waimea Anglican Parish are seeking to
do two things with the glebe land.
First, a majority portion (8,832m2) of the glebe will
be gifted to the Department of Conservation. This will
provide road frontage to Snowden’s Bush and will also
ensure protection of a notable totora woodlot which the
parish is determined to preserve.
Second, to ensure replenishment of what are parish
future contingency funds, but instead of seeking a
premium return, the Diocesan Trust and the Parish
are offering the remaining 3,500m2, under option,
to a community group interested in forming a Trust
to purchase this land so that it could be managed
either through the Tasman District Council, or by the
Department of Conservation as continuing Open Space.
‘While through the woods and forest glades I wander...’.
Come to Brightwater and enjoy Snowden’s Bush. Be
uplifted by the beauty of God’s creation and rejoice!
Karen Hoddy and Malcolm Brears – Waimea Parish
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The Church in New Zealand began with the
proclamation of the Gospel on Christmas Day 1814.
The Church Missionary Society (CMS) established
a Missionary Church that by the 1830s it had grown
considerably as Māori embraced Christianity. With the
advent of European settlement though the church
morphed into a church for settlers influenced more
by transplanted church practices rather than through
missionary activity.
Nevertheless, ministry among Māori continued and was
supported by the CMS. Around 1880 the CMS indicated
to the New Zealand church that time had come for them
to cease supporting missionary work in New Zealand
and that responsibility for local mission should pass to
the local church. Their exit was not going to be sudden
however, but planned over several years.
In 1892 representatives of the CMS, including Dr
Eugene Stock visited New Zealand and encouraged
the formation of the New Zealand Church Missionary
Association (later NZCMS). Their challenge was that
the New Zealand church should themselves become
missionary senders and supporters
When Stock visited Nelson he found keen missionminded people, both clergy and lay, whom he
encouraged to step out and lead the way within the
New Zealand Church. So in 1892, in Nelson, the Church
Missionary Association of New Zealand was formed as an
autonomous association within the Anglican Church of
New Zealand.
General Synod also met in Nelson that year where six
of the seven Bishops joined the association, giving their
support to the fledging mission organisation (the seventh
joined a few months later).

The meeting that inaugurated the association was
chaired by Rev John Pratt (JP) Kempthorne. The ‘Pratt’ in
his name indicates his connection to one of the founders
and general secretaries of the CMS in London. Rev Josiah
Pratt was a key leader and strategist over the first 25 years
of the CMS figures prominently as the facilitator of the
mission to New Zealand in 1814. Marsden and the other
early missionaries corresponded frequently with Pratt.
JP Kempthorrne was Pratt’s grandson. His father
Sampson Kempthorne, who had married Pratt’s daughter,
was an architect who came to settle in Auckland
around 1842 to design Churches for Bishop Selwyn.
JP Kempthorne came to Nelson in 1869 to study at
Bishopdale College, along with his friend TS Grace. The
magnet was Bishop Andrew Suter’s evangelical theology.
Kempthorne was a student from 1869-1873 and then
a tutor for three years. In 1873 he accompanied Bishop
Suter and his wife on a visit to England and was ordained
in London by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Tait. His
first parish was Reefton in 1879. He was later sent to
Greymouth and then spent 31 years at Nelson Cathedral.
Kempthorne’s daughter, Hilda, married Rev Oliver
J Kimberley who had come to Nelson in 1910 as the
organising secretary of CMS. A survey taken in 1916
revealed that in two-thirds of parishes in New Zealand
there was no missionary promotion or contribution to
missionary support.
He was so convinced of the need for a central body in
the church to promote a mission vision that when the
Anglican Missions Board was formed in 1919, Kimberley
left his role with the CMS and became its first secretary.
Mission needed to be central in the life of the church.

Russell Smith

locally owned and operated
phone 03 546 5700 24hrs • www.shoneandshirley.com
164 Tahunanui Drive, Nelson
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Maundy Thursday at All Saints, Nelson led by
Bishopdale Intern, Emily Campbell. Passover dinner
served by All Saints Youth.

Bishopdale College 2019 Graduation.

Nelson Anglican youth attend
the annual Easter Camp, held in
Christchurch - going deeper with
faith, discipleship, leadership,
friendships, an awesome time!

Proud to be
associated with the
Church of the Nativity
Caring for the Marlborough
community for generations
Cnr Hutcheson & Parker Streets
03 578 4719 www.sowmans.co.nz
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Reflection
Into deeper water
When he had ﬁnished speaking, he said to Simon, ‘Put out into deep water, and let down the nets
for a catch.’ Simon answered, ‘Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But
because you say so, I will let down the nets.’
Luke 5:4-5 New International Version (NIV)
Last year, when I was doing Clinical Pastoral
Education, we were told one day that our homework
was to write a story that we would share at the next
session. I was inspired to write a story about Hector’s
dolphins since I had recently been helping out with
boat-based surveys of these endangered cetaceans
– the world’s smallest dolphin – along the Kaikoura
coast.
My story featured Micky, a young Hector’s dolphin
who longed to be a dusky dolphin. Dusky dolphins
are bigger, faster, and a lot more acrobatic than the
Hector’s dolphins. You can also find dusky dolphins
further offshore than you can Hector’s dolphins as the
latter tend to dislike deep water.
Micky’s mum tells him that he can’t ever be a dusky
dolphin, but that he can be a very brave Hector’s
dolphin. She proceeds to explain that, one day, he’ll
need to cross the very deep Kaikoura Canyon, with
all its attendant dangers: the sperm whales, the giant
squid, the sharks, and the fishing boats. He needs to
make this journey, she reasons, to visit the Hector’s
dolphins on the other side.
As it turns out, the Kaikoura Canyon is a barrier
of sorts and very few Hector’s dolphins cross, given
their aversion to deep water. The problem is that,
without the mixing and mingling of the Hector’s
dolphins to the north and the south of the canyon,
both populations are more vulnerable to genetic
bottlenecks.
Our boat-based survey did reveal that, on occasion, a
brave Hector’s dolphin will cross the canyon to mingle
– and mate – with the other population. My story
ended with Micky boldly declaring that he’ll be that
brave dolphin one day. In the next breath, though, he
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asks if he and his mum can go a little closer to shore.
After sharing this story with the other CPE
participants, the facilitators unexpectedly turned the
story back on me, asking, “Courtnay, what does this
story say about you and the journey you’re on? What
deep chasm do you need to cross?”
I’m still pondering that one. The default for many,
including myself, can be to hug the shoreline, to play it
safe. The shoreline is the place of comfort and ease, the
place where it’s easy to go on to autopilot.
Jesus’ invitation to us is to put out into deeper
waters. Maybe like Peter, you’re tired, discouraged,
feeling like you’ve been here before. What could be
different this time? If that’s you – and I think it’s all of
us at times – I feel like Jesus is saying, ‘I know you feel
like you’ve done it before, but try it in a new way. Cast
out in deeper waters. Try going somewhere you might
not think to go, doing something you might not think
to do.’
Once we row out deeper, how do we know where to
put down the net? How do we know where to linger?
Frederick Beuchner says, ‘Pay attention to the things
that bring a tear to your eye or a lump in your throat,
for these are signs that the holy is drawing near’.
I imagine that Peter had a tear in his eye or lump
in his throat with the huge catch of fish... he knew
that the holy was drawing near. God is using these
moments to crack open our hearts, to lead us into
deeper waters where an abundance, a fullness of life,
can be found that’s beyond our imagination.
So, the question remains: “Will we go out into deeper
water and let our nets down”?
Courtnay Wilson – Assistant Deacon, Kaikoura

