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When they saw the star, they were filled with joy! They entered the
house where the child and his mother, Mary, were, and they fell
down before him and worshipped him.
Matthew 2:10-11

Passing the baton
It has been a privilege being your Bishop for
these 12 years. I followed a man I deeply respected
and sincerely appreciated inheriting a diocese that
reflected his ministry. It was very easy to pick up the
baton and carry it on the next stage of the race (which
is, of course, how Paul describes the spiritual journey in
his letter to the Philippians). I discovered, very early on,
that there are five dimensions to being Bishop:
Firstly, I was to be the ‘pastor to the pastors’. I felt that
this to be the most crucial and strategic part of the call.
Clergy will be most effective when they know they are
valued and equipped.
Secondly, I was to be the Bishop to the Diocese –
which meant I was to inspire and encourage each
parish in the diocese (and to intervene when the going
got tough). I certainly felt at home in every single
parish.
Thirdly, I was Bishop of Nelson (as a city). Although
the climate is changing, there is still an appreciation
for the role within the city (and district) councils and
an opportunity to be involved in community events.
I have treated those opportunities with the deepest
respect.
As editor over the last 10 years I have worked behind
the scenes to develop the magazine into a medium of
communication that represents the four regional areas
of our diocese. I believe that communication is really
important and doubly so when we are representing
the most important part of our lives – our belief in
Jesus and our lives lived out for him. Many of our
articles over the years have been informational, but I
think it’s the personal stories and testaments that we
remember the most.
Special thanks to so many of you who have written
for us over the years and to those who have been
involved in the photography side of things. I appreciate
that you are busy people and it takes a real effort to
find the space and time to produce something for
publication.

Fourthly, I was a
member of the ‘House
of Bishops’ which
meant there was also
a provincial role. There
are so many different
church organisations
that require a Bishop
to be part of the management. So we all had our
allocation of portfolios. For many years I served on Te
Kotahitanga as well as Mission agencies and StraNdZ
(the national children and family’s ministry).
Finally I was a Bishop (and therefore the focal point of
the diocese) in the world-wide Anglican communion.
This was probably the one that took less of my time,
but was vitally important. It was a constant reminder
that we are part of a movement that is so much bigger
than our own little patch – but we are still a vital link in
that movement.
But above all these dimensions, I was called to be
a person who proclaimed Jesus, and I hope that this
reflects us as a diocese. We have been caught up in the
controversial issues that have challenged the Church –
but standing above all these issues is our dynamic, lifegiving, transforming, liberating, joy-filled faith in Jesus.
This is the baton I now pass on – and I do so offering
my successor all my prayers and all my support.
With every blessing.
+Richard

Over recent years Anita Jones-Stiles and David
Hollingsworth have been amazing and constant
workers for our magazine and we wouldn’t have made
it to print without all their efforts in the middle of busy
schedules.
Mike Williams has been our ‘layout’ guy for over 20
years, working enthusiastically to produce a good
quality magazine, along with Printhouse (our printers)
who are responsible for the copies that you receive in
parishes around our diocese.
My final thanks is to those who have worked away
quietly at the diocesan office, packing magazines for
those who then deliver. It’s all about team work and I
have appreciated you all so much. It’s time now to pass
on the baton.
Love and blessings,
Hilary Ellena

Contributing Photographers: Yvonne McLean, Miriam Taylor, Hilary Ellena

A new adventure in Ministry
December 10 marks the 44th anniversary of my
commissioning as a Church Army Evangelist in Nelson
Cathedral. Ten years later I returned there for my
ordination. Looking back God has been wonderfully
faithful to the call he placed on my life as a 16 year-old.
I greatly value many mentors who grounded me in
the scriptures, awakened me to life in the Spirit and
challenged me to explore the edges of church, faith and
the world we live in. Apprenticeship or hands on learning
suited me as I journeyed with others, experimenting
together. The action reflection model used in my Church
Army training developed the skills that have undergirded
lifelong ministry.
Beginning as a youth worker on Christchurch streets
(1974) my ministry years have included industrial
chaplaincy, South Island-wide evangelism training,
conflict resolution, intentional interim parish ministry,
CAIRA supervision and education as well as parish
ministry, culminating with nine wonderful years
leading the Picton parish. Latterly as regional dean of
Marlborough I have enjoyed mentoring the faithful team
of ministry leaders in the region.
At times I feel the weight of the vast numbers living
without knowing Jesus and am impatient for God’s
people to be truly relational. In John 17 Jesus challenges
us to have relationships that radiate the love of God,

demonstrating we are Jesus’ disciples by the way we
get along together, especially when holding different
opinions. I believe this is God’s strategy for evangelism.
Why have we ignored it for so long?
Over the years I have sought to fulfil my call as a change
agent, growing disciples and multiplying leaders. It gives
me great pleasure investing in those hearing God’s call
and helping them fulfill the unique dream God is forming
in them.
Kaye is my constant companion and champion in this
work – partnership in marriage and ministry is a strong
value of Church Army and is true for us. It is wonderful
to have Kaye share in the ordained ministry especially as
I continue recovering from my 2012 tramping accident.
The future may well find me carrying her bags.
We look towards retirement as
a new adventure in ministry. We
will continue to invest in people
both on the margins and in church
leadership. There are back country
huts to visit, family to enjoy and a
workshop calling. No matter the
circumstances I have learned that
God is good all the time.
Richard Dyer – Picton Parish

Ultimately we are servants of Christ and the Church
My conversion: I began reading Genesis then came to
the encounter of God with Moses at the burning bush. I
told God he could surely come and reveal himself to me,
if he was real. I felt lifted up from my bed and heard a
sound like the wings of a dove in my heart.
This was weird for a third generation wharfie, and
in time I gave up the straddle carriers and cranes, and
discovered at Laidlaw, that you really can trust the Lord
to provide for your needs when you follow a call of God
by faith. This experience meant I have always centred my
faith on trusting in Jesus, reading the Bible, and believing
in the value of subjective Experiences of the Holy Spirit.
Ministry positions: Being associate in Rangiora parish
taught me the value of being extended into new
and often scary trust in The Holy Spirit. Small groups
became a focus as these are the keys to ongoing growth.
Being Vicar of St Matthews in Dunedin taught me the
importance of building trust and loving your people. Also
to take on big stuff like church remodelling. I learned
that division is usually demonic and unity in the Gospel
is worth fighting for. Larger churches are different to
country parishes.
I had a year of melt down and that taught me not
to hold too tight to the mantle of Vicar. Have family

fun times and be real people – go to beaches, have
barbeques, attend movies and don’t stress the small stuff.
Take all your holidays and plan good sabbaticals.
After that I was Vicar of Buller. What loving people,
who restored my faith in the Christian community as a
means of care and healing. I often rode my Honda 750
to Karamea and Sunday afternoon would sail across the
Buller with a mate in a dingy. Paradise found – chill out
often. The final parish of Wakefield fitted well after the
threefold centres of Buller. Each Centre has to have their
own vitality, and needs a key ‘go to’ leader, yet know
they are a precious part of the whole. I presided over the
farewell and sale of two churches, and honed my practical
skills gathering wood and fixing stuff.
Ultimately we are servants of
Christ and the church, we are not
there to demand our rights, but to
work as a team of Christ followers,
keeping our roots in Christ, the One
True Vine. We are always in Spiritual
Warfare, but God wins in the end.
Allan Wasley – Wakefield & Districts
Parish
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The next stage
Act Justly, Love Mercy and Walk Humbly with your
God – Micah 6:8
These small few words from the Old Testament,
that we all know so well, I believe sum up that part of
our diocesan strategic plan which is concerned with
mission. Some would say all of it is (the plan) and
after 10 years in the role of Social Service Enabler, I
have experienced many faithful people dedicated to
local causes, who have put countless hours of effort
and prayer into what they are involved with, not only
within the church but outside it. Hasn’t it always been
about ‘Up’ (praise and worship) ‘In’ (Spirit-led reflection)
and ‘Out’ (Action) with the last, lost and least?
We as a diocese, have supported local parishes
in their initiatives and endeavours to serve that
community but the challenge remains for us to be
more collaborative in seeking partnerships (even
between ourselves) in our communities, to provide
care but with lesser numbers to do this work of
mission. Let’s encourage one another.
When I started in the role, I was sent with Scripture
references ‘to care for widows and orphans’ and to a
degree, social services is about that but so much more.
It was a straightforward role that I stepped into, but
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it became multi-faceted and the caring was only part
of that. Different funding opportunities over these
years has seen Anglican Care become known in the
community amongst agencies and services. There is
much capacity to develop what we are doing and the
Anglican Care Committee (ACC) is working on that
currently. The Anglican Care Network (national) is
undertaking a data project so that a national voice may
also be heard in this space.
I have been a hugely privileged to serve the diocese
in this expanded role which has also included the
development of Senior Care and support for those
involved. This ministry is ‘gold’. I can still see a (now
deceased) member of that original decision-making
group say with tears of joy in his eyes, “This is what
we hoped and prayed would
happen so that we can care for
our elderly people”. \
I have loved every minute
–
even the challenging parts!
Thank you for having me.
Arohanui
Gerrie Mead – Social Services
and Senior Care Enabler

Wow Spring Camp has been and gone, what an amazing time we all had. This year our
theme was ‘core’, who are we under the skin, who is Christ calling us to be, and how can we
live this out.
This theme was designed to flow on from last year’s theme ‘His story, My story’, to take us
deeper into the story of God, us, and the world. We had two amazing speakers who took us
on a journey over the camp, Jimmy Dixon from Richmond New Life Church and our very own
Kelly Morgan.
On Saturday night we had about 50 young people make a decision to really press in and
discover what it means to have Jesus at our core and what it means to have a life devoted
to Him. On top of this our young people had the opportunity sit in on electives with a wide
range of speakers and topics under the theme of ‘core’.
Jude Saxon – Diocesan Youth Enabler

I’ve learned that it’s not
just individual experiences
that have meaning, but God
uses all of our experiences
to grow us. Kind of like how
a bowl of spaghetti isn’t any
good with just one strand,
everything needs to fit
together.
Jesse

I know that God’s definitely
been here. It was radical
hearing about how Jesus
calls people to forgive others
70 times. I didn’t know he
was like that.
Sean

Spring Camp 2018! How do you even describe it?
One person I asked said: ‘inspiring, exhilarating and
fun’. I wouldn’t have used any different words.
This year at Spring Camp you went on a journey,
whether it was through the worship or the inspirational
speakers. We learned that it doesn’t matter who you
are or where you are from, you are constantly loved by
God. You went on a personal journey and the leaders
could see their youth commit or recommit themselves
to God. Later they would be able to pray for them and
help them on their journeys after camp.

The speaker’s talks were
awesome and God really
spoke to me through them.
Cindy

One of the speakers,
Jimmy, prayed for me. I’ve
got this thing with my hip
and he prayed for it and
now it’s disappeared! Like
the pain is gone. I’ll get it
checked at the hospital, but
it’s totally awesome!
Sammy

My personal experience was incredible!
Being part of the worship team, I got to watch other
young people being touched and impacted by God.
People who may never have experienced the love of
God got to experience it in a special way during the
worship. Overall, it was a very incredible weekend and
we learnt so much about ourselves and about God. We
grew in our relationship with God whether we have
been with him for a while or were just discovering him.
Our lives were changed.
Hannah Bradcock 16
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A heart for Leadership
Diocesan Leadership Conference 2018
This year the Diocese Leadership Conference was
held at Lake Rotoiti for clergy, their families, and lay
leadership to look at the theme ‘The Heart of the
Leader’.
As we gathered, it was exciting to see new faces and
more children/youth coming along to join together
as a diocesan whanau, including five members from
Tikanga Maori, with 143 attending (including 29 under
16-years-olds).
The conference aims to provide a relaxing
atmosphere where we can listen to God, be challenged
in our ministry together, and connect with each other.
We had three keynote speakers this year; Rev Spanky
Moore (Christchurch), Archbishop Sir David Moxon
(Waikato); and Wes and Janet Chambers (Living Waters
Christian Center, Christchurch).
Together with Bishop Richard’s Bible studies,
there was a clear connection in the themes around

discipleship and living lives worth imitating.
A feature of recent conferences has been an
afternoon of workshops to engage in discussions
around specific issues.
We were treated to a variety of workshops focusing
on ‘The Heart of...’; The Rural Leader (Rev Steve
Thomson, Wellington), Youth Ministry (Lorna Gray,
Tikanga Pakeha Youth Enabler), Inter-Generational
Church (Diana Langdon, STRANDZ Enabler);
Evangelism (Monika Clark, Church Army); and
Deepening the Spiritual Heart of the Leader (Wes and
Janet Chambers).
As a diocese we were greatly blessed, to be able to
discuss these ministry areas with such enthusiastic
practioners, who offered us not just their knowledge
and experience, but themselves as well.
Graham O’Brien – Diocesan Ministry Educator

Spanky Moore
Spanky, University of Canterbury Chaplain to
students, is responsible for ministry to young people
in the Diocese of Christchurch. His family hails from
Nelson and there is a road named for the Moores near
the Bridge Valley Camp.
His UC business card creatively reads ‘Department
of Spiritual Engineering’. His humour is great and he is
right on for reaching young people with the gospel.
Spanky inherited a great garden from the former
university chaplain. The first year everything grew like
crazy, but after three years the weeds had taken over.
‘Dirt’ is key to this story!
The former owner had invested seven years in the
dirt, hence good soil. Remember in the parable of
the sower that the seeds that fell on the good soil
produced a great crop.
He encouraged us to see our ministry situation as a
garden where the soil needs to be really healthy. We
can change stuff, but we can’t control the weather. We
don’t do the growing anyway, God does. We are to be
the bearers of ‘good news’ in a culture that reflects the
Kingdom of God.
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As leaders he asked us to consider our plan for
making disciples and to assess whether it is working.
The process of Christian Formation or Discipleship
means letting Jesus into all areas of our lives.
Faith happens with good parenting and good
discipleship. We need someone to imitate, as
information without imitation rarely succeeds. Faith is
caught as you live out your story as a Christian.
He encouraged us as leaders with some searching
questions.
Am I leading a life that is worthy of imitation? Do
I let anyone get close enough to me to see how I
live out my Christian life warts
and all? What do people see in
my marriage, family and other
relationships? How about in my
work and recreational activities?
What Gospel are people
‘catching’ from me?
Jesus is our greatest example of
how to do life. He was out there,
available, close, and still is.

Archbishop Sir David Moxon
Archbishop David Moxon’s
presentation on Leadership was
entertaining while at the same
time deep and challenging;
observing that it’s out of the
heart of the leader that the hearts
of disciples are encouraged.
The leader disciples others,
following the example of Christ
himself. Many of Jesus’ stories are
metaphors for leading others to become disciples:
Fishing (for example) refers to proactively moving
into deep waters.
Harvesting crops; planting, watering, weeding and
gathering.
Tending an established vineyard; encouraging a
rich vintage by feeding the soil, pruning, and caring
for what grows naturally over time, during different
seasons.
The journey from salvation to sanctification takes
time for all of us.
Archbishop David’s material from ‘Christian
Reflections on Leadership Challenge’ by James Kouzes
and Barry Posner, gave us much to ponder on.
The five practices of exemplary leadership within the
book are a timely reminder for those who are leading
others.
1. Model the Way: Leaders set the example by
personally living by their values and showing

others that they are prepared to do what it takes to
succeed.
2. Inspire a Shared Vision: leaders have a desire to
make something happen, to change the way things
are, to create something that’s never existed before.
3. Challenge the Process: leaders are always looking
for ways to improve and get better. Many people
don’t like change and this is the risk of leadership.
4. Enable Others to Act: Trusting leaders give people
the freedom to innovate and take risks.
5. Encourage the Heart: Leaders need to recognize the
contributions of others. We are all in this together
and we are all different.
David’s final quote from ‘Christian Reflections on the
Leadership Challenge’ was this:
Self-development is not about stuffing in a whole
bunch of new information or trying out the latest
technique. It’s about leading out of what is already in
your soul. It’s about liberating the leader within you. It’s
about setting yourself free.
David drew extensively from his time at the Anglican
Centre in Rome with anecdotes from his warm
relationship with Pope Francis whom he considers an
excellent leader and Christ-like model.
He encouraged us with these final words: “As a
leader, set yourself free! Be who God has called you to
be – serve, love, encourage, model, challenge, enable,
motivate. Be a leader like Jesus, the greatest leader of
us all!”

Wes and Janet Chambers
Wes and Janet are the senior leaders of Living Waters
Christian Centre in Christchurch.
Wes asked the question ‘Why is the Church today not
seeing what was happening in the early church?’ There
must be more to this Christian journey of discovery. Is
there stuff we need to discard in order to put all our
energies into what is worth keeping for now and in the
future?
Today because of the death and resurrection of
Jesus, the Holy Spirit is freely available to us. In the
Old Testament the Holy Spirit was given to a specific
person for a specific task. Wes used the story of the
woman from Shunem and the ministry of Elisha from
2 Kings 4. People recognised the presence of God in
Elisha’s ministry and were drawn to him.
The woman was prepared to alter her house so that
there would be a special place for Elisha to minister,
pray and rest. She recognised that the Spirit of God was
moving through him and she wanted to be part of it.
Wes asked ‘How do we host God in our lives?’ Do

we really want more of God’s Kingdom? Do we have a
hunger and openness for God and the presence of his
Holy Spirit? What would it take to shift some things in
our lives so that we would be more conscious of the
Holy Spirit?
Janet used the story of Issac and Rebecca from
Genesis 24 suggesting that Abraham, Issac and the
servant represent the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Rebecca represents the Church (us) the Bride of
Christ. Her transparent openness and hospitality to
the servant (Holy Spirit) saw her life transformed and
showered with gifts. Janet
then used this story as a
springboard to invite us to
reflect on the role of the Holy
Spirit in shaping us into the
fullness of the Bride of Christ.
Many people went forward
for prayer after Wes and
Janet’s presentations.
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The Cathedral recently enjoyed two wonderful
performances of David Jack’s cantata based on the book
Pilgrim’s Progress. The young actors were absolutely
outstanding, supported by the choir a selection of
cathedral clergy, wardens and lay leaders.

Armistice Day Remembrance in Nelson led by Rev Nigel
Whinney and Rev Dr Andrew Burgess.

A ‘welcome’ card in Pauline Thorn’s letterbox on her
arrival, from the Granity church community, began
her Christian journey and a special relationship with
Brenda Larsen and the Granity church community.
Pauline was confirmed in September at St Peter’s,
Granity. Pauline (left) with Brenda Larsen.

A happy moment; Courtnay Wilson with her family and
Bishop Richard at her Ordination as Deacon in Kaikoura
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Oscar Muriu Pastor from Nairobi Chapel in Kenya and
his wife Bea spoke at All Saints church. They shared
their passion for young people and growing a vision
for the mission of God in this generation. One of their
challenges was ‘how do we utilise our resources to
equip and empower those who hear God’s call – even
at a young age?’ Along with this is the desire to expose
emerging leaders to new ways of ‘being church’. They
spoke the next day at Hills Community Church, Mapua.

The Pacific Province of the Third order of St Francis
gathered at St Stephen’s Tahunanui. The Convocation
was led by Minister Provincial, Blair Matheson, Bishop
Godfrey Fryer from Australia, Brother ChristopherJohn, and Bishop Jim White. Over the four days
there were speakers and workshops, but time also
for relaxing, including a trip on a double-decker bus
around Nelson.

St Alban’s, Appleby celebrates 150 years as a church
community.

St Michael’s, Waimea West celebrated their 150th
anniversary recently.

A special day at Motueka parish as young people are baptised and confirmed.
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He left his nets
Pete Akuhata was born and raised in the small tough
coal mining town of Huntly, where the culture he was
born into was not dissimilar to ‘Once Were Warriors’.
Pete’s parents, who were violent alcoholics found Jesus
whilst Pete was still young, and from that point on Pete
had a blessed upbringing in a loving Christian family.
Pete left school at age 16 and went to the Deep Sea
Fishing School in Westport before returning to Nelson,
working for Sealords and spending four years at sea as
a commercial fisherman.
Despite coming from a Christian home, it wasn’t
long before Pete left his faith and he backslid. From
his upbringing he only knew of two types of people,
Christians, or those he called ‘thugs’. During the 90s,
the youth of his day were heavily influenced by the
American street gang culture and rap music.
Pete ended up going down a dark path with alcohol
and drugs, becoming violent, and dealing in drugs,
for which he developed a criminal record. However he
always remembered what his father said to him the
day he left home; “Your Dad won’t always be there for
you, but God will always be there for you, and he is
only one prayer away.”
Pete spent a 17 year period in the ‘wilderness’ and
went through turbulent tough times, including the
failure of his first marriage. But when he hit rock
bottom and was in times of desperation, he would
remember his Dad’s words. And he would call out to
God and the Lord would answer his prayers and come
to the rescue.
After his time at sea Pete came ashore and worked
for seven years making nets but never losing his love of
fishing and diving. In 2013 Pete finally rededicated his
life to Jesus and he’s never looked back.

Today Pete is married to Nicole who is a Social
Science tutor at Nelson Marlborough Institute of
Technology (NMIT). They are raising four boys together.
They play rugby and Pete supports them by being a
coach. When he met Nicole she was an atheist but after
seeing the change in Pete she also came to Christ.
Pete and Nicole attend Impact Church in Nelson
and Pete is beginning a three and a half year course
as he trains to be a church pastor. Since 2016 Pete and
Nicole and members of Impact Church have started a
community ministry in feeding the poor, where every
Monday night they would feed up to 80 people. This
ministry has since become a couple of weekly Bible
study groups of about 50 people combined. Pete’s
heart has always been for the lost and broken, similar
to the people that he knew when he spent 17 years in
the darkness.
Pete began his new role of chaplain to Seafarers at
the Port of Nelson on August 28,. working 10 hours a
week. The Management Team has a vision to broaden
the mission over the next two years, in addition to
keeping the warm and inviting Seafarers Centre at the
Port open. A new emphasis will be for the chaplain
to go on board ships to visit crews. We also want
to expand the chaplaincy to include all employees
working at the Port of Nelson, and for the first time to
include the many fisherman who work from the Port.
Pete’s background as a commercial fisherman ideally
suits him to this role, coupled with his vital relationship
with Christ and passion for the gospel. We are excited
at his appointment.
Rev David Hollingsworth
Note: There is a need for additional volunteers and
supporters for the Mission to Seafarers. Contact and
information is available through the ‘Mission to Seafarers
Nelson’ Facebook page.

locally owned and operated
phone 03 546 5700 24hrs • www.shoneandshirley.com
164 Tahunanui Drive, Nelson
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Walking the Talk!

Emmanuel Vallaidim is working as a Community
Pastor and Support Person for St Stephen’s Community
Church in Tahunanui.
He and his wife Jessica are Fijian Indians who met
in Church in Vanua Levu. Emmanuel was born into
a Christian family with an uncle who was a vicar.
Jessica’s family were Hindu but she was converted to
Christianity in her teens with the help of an aunt who
took her to church and encouraged her in the faith.
Their two older girls were born in Fiji with their young
son being born during their time at St John’s College in
Auckland for ministry training.
After ministering as a parish priest in Fiji, Emmanuel
responded to a community outreach position he had
seen advertised by St Stephen’s Church in Tahunanui.
He and Jessica felt that God had prepared the way
before them for this very different ministry, because
of the warmth of the welcome they received from the
church. When I asked Emmanuel how he felt about the
call on their lives, he said ‘challenged and excited’.
Two of the main initiatives are ‘Kid’s Club’ and ‘Koa
and Kai’.
Kid’s Club meets every Thursday from 3 until 5pm at
St Stephen’s and the ‘walking bus’ (as Emmanuel calls
it) picks up the kids aged five to 10 years for games,
crafts, Bible stories and up-to-the-minute topics for
kids, like ‘What to do about bullying’ and the ‘Fruits of
the Holy Spirit – goodness, kindness, patience etc.’
There are rules in place which the kids respect.
Spiritual input includes the Lord’s Prayer and ‘five
finger prayer’ using the five fingers of the hand to
focus on different aspects of prayer. Topics for this
term include: Tradie’s talk, sports day, doctor’s advice,
dress up your pet, an auction – boys versus girls, water

day, Christmas crafts and so on. A recent visitor was a
fireman who came complete with the fire truck.
Koa and Kai is a family night once a month on a
Saturday which meets in the Tahunanui Community
Centre Hall from 4 to 6pm. Usually about 70 people
attend, 50 or so from the local community and about
20 from the church. It begins with prayer and a Bible
reading, sometimes puppet shows and also of course
a meal for just a gold coin donation. At Christmas time
there is a special Christmas gift basket with goodies for
all which has reduced some parents and grandparents
to tears.
Emmanuel has built a special relationship with the
teachers, children and parents at Tahunanui School.
The comment has been made ‘it’s great to have you
around you are like a father figure to many where there
is no father’.
During the week there are always opportunities to be
involved in community support, with food parcels and
spending time with those who are lonely, depressed or
grieving and praying for them.
Emmanuel believes he caught his love for others
from his grandparents who always had an extra bed
or two made up in their home for the street people
in their local village. The people knew that they could
come and there would be a bed and a meal.
Emmanuel and Jessica try to honour God in all their
words and actions. They believe we are called to move
from being a ‘hearer’ as a Christian to being a ‘doer’. We
are to be the hands, feet and mouth of Christ. This is
how the world will come to know of Jesus the perfect
Son of God who gave his life for the world.
Hilary Ellena
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Discipleship

Exciting new moves!

Breaking Fresh Ground
What is Discipleship? It sounds like a silly question,
but it’s one that people from Africa to Aberdeen are
beginning to ask themselves. I once heard a chap say,
“Discipleship is the conviction that Jesus knows how to
live your life better than you do.”
So discipleship is fundamentally about formation;
forming someone to follow in Jesus’ way faithfully,
obediently and as if he were Lord over all of their life.
Most people I meet with a vibrant faith can point
to at least one person who offered them a living
example of faith to imitate – ‘discipleship’. And for
this next generation there has been an exponential
increase in the desire for personal, authentic and deep
relationships with fellow followers of Jesus. We’re
talking about a millennial generation that is relationally
ravenous! For a new Christian to learn how to follow
Jesus faithfully, they need someone to imitate. Not a
perfect example, just a living example. Less mature
Christians need to see how more mature Christians ‘do
faith’ in the flesh.
My hunch is that in most parishes a handful of people
are doing the majority of the work when it comes to
‘intentionally discipling’ those less mature in the faith.
But the church Jesus commissioned is designed for

everyone to get involved in discipleship; not just the
usual suspects and the paid staff. Put bluntly, if we
want our parishes to still be in the discipleship business
in 10 years time, every one of us – lay and ordained,
young and old – will need to get serious about being
intentional living examples of Jesus’ good news and
inviting people to get close enough to catch that off us.
Paul apprenticed Timothy. Jesus apprenticed the
12. And we need to do the same in our own lives.
That’s exactly how this incredible story of Christianity
flourishing for 2,000 years has come about; by mature
followers of Jesus apprenticing younger followers –
and them doing the same.
The Good Soil Collective here in Aotearoa
(goodsoilcollective.org.nz) is just one example of this
move of God’s spirit towards discipleship.
We are seeing an increasing desire
from Christian leaders to work
together, and to find ways to foster
a culture of discipleship in New
Zealand, so the Good News of Jesus
might break fresh ground.
Spanky Moore – University of
Canterbury Chaplain

What is 3DM?
3DM is just another vehicle and process, aimed at
drawing you into God’s presence, then growing you
to listen and act upon what you discern. It’s the first
programme I’ve seen that works, not because of what
it says or does but because of the obviously radically
transformed lives of those teaching into it. I believe it
works because of the evidence in front of me and so
know that God is woven deeply through it.
The core theme is Invitation and Challenge – What
is God inviting you into? and How then should you
respond?
It first requires you to observe and listen to where
God is already moving in your day to day living, noting
the ‘kyros’ moments of his handiwork. Then sharing
those moments in a small, intentional group to help
unpack them in an accountable, safe way.
Once you can see God already moving in and around
you the questions can be asked, ‘What are you inviting
me into Lord?’ And therefore, ‘How then should I
respond to your invitation/challenge?’
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It’s about taking small, continual steps of obedience
that grow into an avalanche.
This really is all about your own personal journey
going deeper into an active, Holy God at work in your
life already. The spin-off is that by doing so, you draw
others into the journey with you and so discipleship
happens naturally. The 3DM process then adds to this
by intentionally encouraging you to journey with new
people and release others to do the same. Making
disciples who then make disciples is a multiplication
movement rather than an addition one.
Although the 3DM process targets potential ‘leaders’
(just as Christ did), growing deeper
into a personal, intimate God is
clearly something for everyone. It is
Good News.
God keeps knocking, we need to
choose to listen, to open the door to
him and invite him in.
Shane

Getting started in Marlborough
Although I have been teaching 3DM discipleship
tools since 2006, it was attending the 2015/2016
Learning Community run by the Wellington Diocese
that provided the impetus to begin implementing this
in Marlborough.
We began a trial discipleship group in Picton drawing
six women from several parishes. They had no idea
what they were committing to, but two years on we
can look back and see how God has been leading
us closer to him and each other in safe accountable
relationships. Each of the four still journeying with
me now lead others in some capacity while receiving
ongoing input from the initial group. This discipleship
model seeks to imitate Jesus’ method of invitation and
challenge in a way that draws people yet provides the
challenge to embrace transformation. We are guided
by two questions: What is Jesus saying? And How will I
respond?
Cathy Brown who attended the 2018 training with
me, excitedly commented that it has been the best
training she has ever received. The discipleship group

has provided what I needed for some time – challenge
with accountability, empowerment and support.
Belonging to a small discipleship group has:
● Challenged me to grow as a disciple of Christ and
replicate the learning in the discipleship group I am
leading
● Provided a safe place to be accountable for
following through on what God is saying or asking
me to do
● Empowered me to listen to what God is saying to me
and act on it
● Provided support and encouragement by others
who are sharing the journey
Finally, sharing this new journey
with other people in the region,
clergy and lay, has provided a
platform to build a radically new
discipleship movement across
Marlborough.
Kaye Dyer – Assistant Priest, Picton

An exciting living process
I am continuously finding my participation and
leading in the 3DM discipleship process, inspirational
and transformational, both personally and collectively
as we journey together. We are sharing the very real
experiences of our lives – the blessings and the trials,
through the lenses of two important questions: ‘What
is God saying to us?’ and ‘What is God inviting us and
challenging us to participate in with him?’
The three dimensions of the programme are
summed up in these three core teachings:
● Learning to hear God’s voice and obey
● Developing a deeper and more balanced
relationship with God
● Developing deeper and more balanced relationships
with fellow Christians and others

We have found that each of these teachings have
brought increasing revelation, application, aliveness
and excitement into our lives as we cheer each other
on into what God is saying to us and doing in our
lives as we follow his leading. This has proved to be a
wonderful equipping tool for each of us to lead other
small groups into this same living
process. We encourage everyone
to look out for the opportunity to
participate in this transforming and
empowering process.
Alan Wright – Waimea Parish and
part time Lay Leader at Granity in
Buller Parish
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BTC
This is the concluding article of the history of Bishopdale
Theological College in our diocese.
If a vision is cast by the right person at the right time
to the right people things will happen. The re-opening
of Bishopdale College in 2007 was such an event.
It was a result of an impassioned speech to the
Nelson Diocesan Synod in 2004 by then bishop Derek
Eaton, towards the end of his episcopacy.
The theme of his speech was ‘The Provocative Church’
and he cast a vision of the kind of college Bishopdale
could once again become. Crucially, it would be a place
that, ‘builds up faith rather than destroys it.’
The college would be a place where the teachers
challenge the students to think ‘without making them
run a gauntlet of scepticism and ridicule about things
orthodox and biblical in order to prove themselves
intellectually sophisticated’.
Seeking to make Scripture come alive in a postmodern culture, and training pastors to lead and plant
churches, was the ambition.
The speech had echoes of Bishop Suter’s speech at
the consecration of the Church of Nativity some 125
years before, where he outlined his expectations of
candidates for ministry.
Candidates should be ‘above all’ those in whose
hearts was the Spirit of God and who could explain the
meaning of the Scriptures to their congregations.
Suter’s successor Bishop Mules had carried on with
Bishopdale College just as he pursued other Suter
initiatives, for example, promoting religious education
in schools.
However in 1908 the college, which had to compete
with university centres, closed due to lack of funds and
lack of students.
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Perhaps it was partly the languishing of the college
that contributed to the appointment of William
Sadlier as the next bishop, in 1912. Sadlier had been
a principal of Perry Hall, a theological college in the
Diocese of Bendigo, Victoria, and acting-principal of
Ridley College in Melbourne.
Sadlier indeed kick-started the college again with the
appointment of a brilliant Greek and Hebrew scholar
from Trinity College in Dublin, Rev JA Rogers, and it reopened in 1913 with just two students. Unfortunately
the outbreak of World War One drew both students
and tutors away and the college closed in August 1914.
After the war, theological training was concentrated
at College House in Christchurch, and St John’s College
in Auckland.
In 1978 on the initiative of Bishop Peter Sutton,
Bishopdale College, under the Rev David Pickering
as dean, began a programme of training for the local
ministry, in co-operation with the Nelson branch of
the Bible College of New Zealand. A comprehensive
lay training scheme was developed. Bishop Derek
Eaton’s dream to re-open the College as a fully-fledged
theological college happened during the first year of
Bishop Richard Ellena’s episcopacy.
Today, BTC partners with Laidlaw College to offer
Laidlaw degrees and diplomas, while also offering
other ministry training opportunities.
The everyday life of the College is focused on
tutorials, prayer and study.
Brandon Sparrow – Golden Bay Parish

Be the Lifeline
The Gospel challenges us to care for people who need
food, water and shelter, and stand alongside those who
seek justice. Christian World Service invites you to join
the lifeline of hope this Christmas. Your support will give
people, the strength and resources to rebuild their lives
and protect their communities from harm. Reaching deep
into some of the world’s most dangerous places, we can
work together to help find a way out of poverty.
Every morning Joyce goes down to the market. Like
any salesperson, she knows the importance of loyal
customers to her business. Each day she has a regular
clientele of women like her coming to buy food in
small quantities – a cup of groundnuts or beans, or an
onion. Like her, they have been displaced because of
South Sudan’s bitter conflict.
Five years of civil war have almost stripped the
world’s newest country of hope. Already one of the
poorest, the situation for its people worsened as
conflict between political leaders spread quickly. Many
live on the edge of hunger – 6.1 million people – more
than half the population. Guns are often easier to
find than food. 1.84 million have been displaced. The
people have proved resilient and courageous. Through
everything, South Sudan’s churches have pressed for
peace and unity at every level.
Three years ago, Joyce watched an unknown
gunmen kill her father and husband James on the
same day. She was left traumatised and responsible for
their three children. “That was end of life for me and
my children, I almost ran mad,” she said. “Since then
I have struggled to feed and raise school fees for my
children.”
For two years, she would buy a basin of food at a
time. With the proceeds from her stall, she had enough
to buy another basinful.

When the day ended, she could feed her family a
little – but it was never enough.
Last year she took part in a livelihood project for
single mothers run by CWS partner, Maridi Service
Agency. She attended a one-week intensive course on
running a small business and received a small amount
of start-up capital.
“After receiving the money, I bought the items in big
quantities – two sacks of groundnuts (peanuts) and
five basins of simsim (sesame seeds). I bought enough
to store. I plan to sell it during the time of scarcity so as
to get more profit,” said Joyce.
Now able to feed her family, she can pay school fees
and medical expenses.
This year’s Christmas Appeal explores how partners
like MSA contribute to achieving the 17 Sustainable
Development Goals. Agreed by the United Nations in
2015, these interconnected goals offer a new agenda
and a commitment to leave no one behind.
As we celebrate the birth of Jesus with family and
friends, let us remember those who need the hope
of enough food, new opportunities and peace, in our
prayers and with our donations. Please support the
2018 Christmas Appeal.
Find worship, stories and resources or make a
donation at: christmasappeal.org.nz.
Gillian Southey – CWS

Nelson Cathedral
Christmas Tree Festival
Come and visit your Cathedral and the Christmas trees

Musical events at 1pm every day
during the fortnight before Christmas
Festival runs until January 24 and ends with a
Switch Off service on Thursday January 24 at 6pm

The Witness • Page 15

Our Paciﬁc neighbours celebrating Christmas

A Vanuatu Christmas

An angel comes telling news for all people. Engel I kam talemaot nius long ol man.
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do
not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has
been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord’. Luke 2:8-11
Shepherds watching over their sheep by night might
prove to be a difficult image for people to understand
in a country such as Vanuatu. In this archipelago of 83
islands only a handful of sheep exist. ‘Farmers watching
over their cattle as they graze under coconut palms’, is
an image they would understand.
However, ‘Good News’, ‘Great Joy’, are words
understood the world over. The words ‘Jisas Kraes,
Mesaea, Pikinini blong God’ were introduced into the
Vanuatu vocabulary about 150 years ago with the first
missionaries.
Vanuatu is a Christian country. The motto on the coat
of arms is ‘In God we Stand’, (Long God yumi stanap).
Christian churches of all denominations are found
throughout the nation with the joy of Christ’s birth
being celebrated much the same way as it is in New
Zealand.
In a village in the far-flung Banks Islands of Northern
Vanuatu an old gas cylinder hanging from the bough
of a tree is beaten like a gong to call worshippers to
the Christmas Day Service. Each year a different village
takes its turn to host the surrounding villages on
Christmas Day. This day it is the turn of Aworor village,
on the Island of Gaua. The service will be held at St
Luke’s Anglican church. This church was reframed and
reroofed by a team from Marlborough in 2011, under
the leadership of Rev Dale Pomeroy. The concretefloored church has plastered block walls which extend
to just below shoulder height and instead of windows
there are open spaces enabling cooling sea breezes to
flow through. The seating is wooden forms. The church
overflows with glorious floral decorations arranged by
the faithful Mother’s Union members.
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The Anglican priest officiates resplendent in his
robes. On such a special occasion as Christmas, men
and boys in native custom costume may accompany
the Communion elements as they are brought forward
to the altar. The singing needs no accompaniment. The
voices blend in beautiful three, four, six-part harmony.
After the service many enjoy participating in games
of volley ball while the feast is being prepared. And
what a feast it is! Paw paws, mangoes, pineapple,
and of course – Laplap. Laplap is the national dish of
Vanuatu. It is made by grating such foods as breadfruit,
bananas, nuts and yams into a paste, placing it on
to fresh banana leaves and covering it with freshly
squeezed coconut milk. Sometimes chicken, pork or
beef are added. The banana leaves are then wrapped
around the paste, like a parcel, and cooked between
piles of white-hot stones in a fire.
After a day of worshipping, playing, feasting, talking,
laughing -and even some sleeping- it is time to
depart. It is dark, and everyone will return along the
narrow bush tracks to their homes by the light of solar
powered torches, carrying their babies in a cloth on
their backs and their little ones on their shoulders or
hips.
Christ’s birth has been celebrated once again and
as the moon rises over the ocean, peace and goodwill
descend upon them.
Far round the world Thy children sing their song; from
east and west their voices sweetly blend...
They praise their Lord, whose hand alone can save,
whose sea of love surrounds them evermore.
Reverend Miriam Taylor

