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Pentecost
power for mission

Going forward by looking back
2014 – a bicentennial year for the
Gospel in Aotearoa New Zealand.
And that gives us an opportunity
to reflect on various aspects of the
Gospel here in the Diocese of Nelson.
We consider something of our
early history and the passion and
commitment that is needed today by
all of us as our parishes respond to the
many needs of the local community.
We also have some interesting
thoughts concerning the expression
of our faith – known as the devotional
pathways – and, because this issue
of The Witness coincides with the
wonderful festival of Pentecost we

reflect on the impact of Pentecost
within our Church in 2014.
All of this gives an insight into the
life and faith of this diocese that is
committed to the development of
vibrant, Christ-centred, communities
of faith.
With every blessing...
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Brandon Sparrow of Golden Bay Parish
reflects on the early years of Anglicanism in
the top of the South Island.
Nelson’s first cathedral was not a Gothic-style English
replica built of wood, brick or marble, but a large
tent made of thick, heavy canvas. It was pitched on
the eastern side of Church Hill, known as Piki Mai,
in August 1842. The tent, a gift of Bank of England
Governor William Cotton, could hold 200 people.
In some sense, the tent was symbolic of the arrival of
the gospel of Jesus Christ. It was something delivered,
something received, and something taken to other
places. Indeed, it was Maori from nearby Wakapuaka,
who physically carried the tent from the beach at
Nelson where Selwyn had landed, to Church Hill.
Maori welcomed the gospel that said ‘come to me all
who are heavily laden and I will give you rest’. Yet there
were many humps and bumps in the spreading of the
Gospel amongst Maori in the top of the south. Then, as
now, some believed and some didn’t. Their reverence
for the ‘new’ religion, a knowledge of which they had
already acquired through Church Missionary Society
and Wesleyan missionaries, was described by Rev
Charles Reay, who Selwyn was to leave in charge of the
mission to Maori:
The cathedral was unshipped today... the natives
carried the various parts and some observed `ka nui
te pikaunga, ka nui te utu – the burden is heavy, our
payment will be in proportion’. But the moment they
understood it was for a house of prayer, they worked more
cheerfully but never mentioned utu again.
Tragically, after initially being welcomed into the
tent to worship, within a year Maori were banished
from Church Hill, now fortified because of fears held
by the Pakeha in Nelson in the aftermath of the Wairau
clash in Marlborough. Reay was disgusted by the
ban and the pressure for him to support it: ‘Instead
of amalgamating peace and friendship between the
native and European inhabitants of these islands, I
am asked to assist in building up a wall of partition
between the two people.’
By 1842 Motueka Maori were having ‘morning and

evening prayers every day, catechising each other, and
reading and singing hymns during most of their leisure
hours’, according to a surveyor’s letter to the Nelson
Examiner on August 13, 1842.
Seven hundred Maori attended a Sunday service led
by CMS missionary Rev Octavius Hadfield at Okukari
in March 1842 in Queen Charlotte Sound. Hadfield
baptised 42 adults and 12 children, and 28 received
Holy Communion. The native church, whare karakia,
was 60 feet long. This is four years before St John’s at
Wakefield was built by the settlers (1846).
So how deep was the faith of those 700 in March
1842? Generally when the chief became a Christian so
did the people, and maybe there’s a biblical precedent
in Acts 16:15 when Lydia ‘responds to Paul’s message’
and members of her household are baptised along
with her. Certainly there are some encouraging
testimonies.
Rev Reay’s advice was sought by a catechist named
Pumai, based at Waikato Pa near Collingwood in 1846.
Pumai lamented that he was ‘the only man at prayers –
the women are my companions’. Sickness was keeping
some men away but there had also been a great kaka
season.
‘To catch these birds they must set out at a very
early hour hence they could not be present at prayers:
thus a negligent habit was acquired and the heart for
these holy things was taken captive,’ Reay records. In
contrast, the neighbouring kainga of Tomatea, under
the leadership of Ratimera (Latimer) te Rurutu, was in
very good heart, and Reay ‘examined very carefully six
well-instructed young persons’ there.
In 1862, four years after Bishop Hobhouse had
become the first bishop of Nelson, the statistics for
the diocese showed there were six native chapels, at
Wakapuaka, Pelorus, Waikawa, Wairau, Motueka, and
Kaikoura, serving a total Maori population of 908, of
whom 122 were communicant members of the Church.
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PEOPLE
...in focus...
Church at Wakapuaka Pa.
Hobhouse had a sincere pastoral concern for Maori,
working hard to provide for their spiritual and material
needs. Before he returned to England in June 1866
Ngati Koata presented him with a taiaha, a fighting
stick, as a token of esteem.
Yet in contrast to Selwyn, who held services in the
tent ‘cathedral’ in Maori, Hobhouse arrived unprepared
for any mission to Maori. ‘I daresay that you remember
that we thought we should have little or nothing to
do with natives and that it was not worthwhile to
learn the language,’ wrote Mary Hobhouse to family in
England. General opinion among Pakeha by then was
that Maori were diminishing in numbers, particularly
in the South Island. To his credit, the Bishop was quick
to appoint Rev Thomas Tudor as native chaplain, with
Maori in Motueka raising seven pounds for his salary.
Hobhouse’s frustration with church attitude was
evident when he hosted General Synod in Nelson in
1862. He was shocked that ordinary church members
‘could not see what they had to do with the missions
(to Maori)... the idea of the oneness of the endowed
Colonial Church and the missions to native races being
rather too abstract a one for them.’
Perhaps the initial CMS-spearheaded mission had
lost its momentum in the face of increasing demands
of the colonial Pakeka church and growing numbers
of land-hungry settlers. Perhaps, too, some Maori
had forgotten their first love. In 1864 a CMS meeting
in Christchurch debated withdrawing from New
Zealand ‘because the great majority of the Natives had
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entirely put aside Christianity as taught them from the
Scriptures and have either embraced Hauhauism or are
living without any religious service whatsoever.’
The Wesleyan, Rev Samuel Ironside, was witness to
professions of God’s saving grace. Heading home in the
mission boat up Queen Charlotte Sound he heard one
of the men calling out from the bow of the boat: ‘Ekoro,
ka kite na koe i nga tio e piri ana kite Kowatu nei? Sir,
you see those shellfish how they cling to the rocks?
Just so my heart clings to Jesus Christ.’
During one Sabbath at Ngakuta (Port Underwood)
when John 3:16 (‘God so loved the world’) was being
studied, a Maori man called Josiah said to Ironside: ‘It
was not only undeserved love, it was unasked. If he
had waited till we asked him, he would never have
loved us at all, and we should all have been lost. Our
proud hearts would not stoop to beg his love, yet he
freely loves us.’
Reminiscing on these events 30 years later, Ironside
sadly concluded, ‘I could multiply instances like the
above by hundreds. If the troubles and difficulties
arising out of the colonising of the country could
have been kept away, there would have been a noble,
glorious Christian Church, hardly inferior to any church
on earth.’
Acknowledgement: ‘Harvest of Grace; essays in
celebration of 150 years of mission in the Anglican
Diocese of Nelson’, especially chapters by John and Hilary
Mitchell.

Brad and Claudia Wood attend St Stephen’s, Tahunanui
where Brad is undertaking a one-year ministry internship.
Recently we asked them some questions about
themselves.
Where did you grow up?
Brad: We both grew up in Greymouth on the West
Coast. We love the Coast, nowhere else in New Zealand
is quite like it.
Claudia: We didn’t meet until my first year of
University though, both working in my Uncle’s
photography gallery.
When/how did you become Christians?
Claudia: I grew up in a Christian family and was
blessed to have my parents’ great example of what a
relationship with God is like, so faith in God has always
been a part of my life. As a teenager I got involved
with Bridge Valley Camps in Wakefield and helped out
as a leader there. This responsibility meant I had to
work out what I believed and why, which helped me to
individuate my faith and begin to work out what it is
like to walk with God as an adult.
Brad: I was the opposite, my family doesn’t go to
church and I didn’t consider God or Christianity until
I went to university in Wellington. In my first year I
was placed in the non-drinking wing of my hall of
residence, which I was highly annoyed about, but I
made lots of really awesome Christian friends there.
Part way through the year I was given a Bible, along
with a Gospel tract, by some student missionaries
and decided that before I made any decision I had to
read the entire book before making a decision (you’ve
got to know the facts after-all!). So I did what any
logical person would do and started in Genesis (!) and
worked my way through. I eventually got to the New
Testament and was reading through Luke one Saturday
night and all of a sudden God lifted what was like a veil

and what I was reading went from being an interesting
historical book to Truth. It was quite a bizarre situation
and I didn’t know what to do so I go out the old Gospel
tract out of my filing cabinet and prayed the sinner
prayer in it and gave my life to God.
Tell us about a book you’re enjoying at the
moment or have read recently.
Claudia: We both really enjoy reading. I recently read
the Luminaries by Eleanor Catton and really enjoyed
the writing style and West Coast setting.
Brad: I don’t usually read books more than once but
one I’ve recently gone back to is The Book Thief by
Markus Zusak. It follows the story of an orphaned girl
in Nazi Germany and is narrated by the angel of death.
And how about your shared interest in
photography
Brad: We do wedding photography which is a lot
of fun, we love the celebration and expectation of
a wedding day. We are also getting into portrait
work which we really enjoy, as well as documenting
life- things happening at church etc. And in our own
time we love landscape work which means going on
adventures in the outdoors. We love working together
and helping each other to see things differently.
Claudia: I studied Fine Arts at Canterbury and would
definitely be the more creative eye whereas Brad is the
more technical-geek, always up with the latest camera
news and actually reads the instruction manuals.
What are you passionate about in life?
Claudia: I’m passionate about the intertwining of
faith, family and community. Also art, netball and good
coffee in Crown Lynn cups.
Brad: I love being involved in what God’s doing in a
community, particularly with youth and young adults.
I also love photography, coffee, fishing, time away with
friends and family, tramping and all things vintage.
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Are we living out our faith in the local community?
Why is it that we often know what to do but not how
to do it?
I theorise that, as readers of God’s Word, we are
familiar with the concept of being Jesus’ hands and
feet in the community today. If we are uplifted by our
faith then I see a natural motivation towards wanting
to serve, to become involved. We are moved by the
Spirit to be thirsty and hungry to be filled and to feed
others from that overflowing. And we want to tell!
Do you remember when you wanted everyone you
knew to be a part of this amazing new faith which was
revealed to you? That was your first love.
For a couple of months now I have been challenged
by 1 Joshua 9 where God is commissioning Joshua
following the death of Moses. He tells Joshua “...be
strong and very courageous for I am with you always”.
Our faith is under ever increasing pressure and attack
– well researched and documented by many scholars;
well understood by those facing active persecution.
We in the west have bowed and cowed, apologised,
avoided and retreated into the safety of our own
walls instead of standing up to be the voice in this
wilderness called life today. Surely the time has come
to reclaim who we really are, if we trust God’s word that
he is with us ‘always’...
The essence of Jesus’ instruction in Matthew 28 is
‘Go and make disciples’, but how do we do it? Primarily
through relationships, I believe. How do you know if
the person sitting next to you in church is okay? Or
your neighbours, unless you develop a connection
with them? Friends, it is not just about Sundays. Jesus
said ‘Love each other just as I have loved you. Your
love for one another will prove to the world that you
are my disciples’ [John 13:34-35]. Our commission

A response from a
young person makes
it all worthwhile.

The Witness • Page 6

Our Tots ‘n Tunes programme – getting involved with
young mums and dads in the local community.
is unambiguous so when we hear the command of
Scripture together with the reassurance that we can be
confident in going forward, who or what can stop us?
Tim Mora, Vicar of Cobden told me that in the
aftermath of the Pike River Mine tragedy he saw many
people he knew in support roles. First responders,
victim supporters, crisis support workers, neighbours
just being there in support. These people were not part
of an organised ‘church’ role but acting out of Christian
love and the desire to serve. This call is clear and your
friends and family and mine who do not know God’s
love, might just be needing a ‘louder’ demonstration of
what it means to be a follower of Jesus.
Maybe there are people who can’t be involved
personally but who have the resources to leave a
legacy to enable the caring work of the Church. Mary
Foster Barham is a stunning example. The Trust Fund
set up in her name enabled us to spend $21,000 to
support individuals and families in the Nelson region
and over $75,000 to develop specific projects. Why
can’t this happen in other regions?
Some years ago our diocese committed itself to
parish-based ministry. It is somewhat disappointing
that many of these requests for assistance come
through social services agencies from the community
rather than from requests from local parishes. What
would happen if our parishes really lived and breathed
the life of the community within which they live?
One author puts it this way ‘Christianity has become
the religion of the Cross’ but could it be reworded to
say ‘Christians should become the missionaries of the
Cross’?
Gerrie Mead – Social Services Co-ordinator

‘Placing Jesus Christ at the centre
of each intervention’
The Open Home Foundation of New Zealand
(OHF) has been helping families/whānau since 1977,
providing secure and loving Christian social services
for children, young people and their families/whānau
throughout New Zealand. OHF has 14 Services Centres,
including Nelson and Blenheim.
OHF is a Child and Family Support Service that works
within the provisions of the Children, Young Persons
and Their Families Act (1989). Staff and volunteers are
from a variety of Christian church backgrounds.
OHF’s engagement in social service comes from a
perspective and long tradition of Christian social action
where we place Jesus Christ at the centre of each
intervention into the life of the family/whānau.
Because of this centrality of Christ, we expect and
experience evidence in our social service of God
creating a spiritual environment which encourages
safety, healing and positive change.
OHF’s policy – Tupu Tahi / Growing Together as One –
guides our organisation’s response to Māori whānau.
The Nelson and Blenheim OHF teams can support
families/whānau that come under stress for a variety
of reasons. Some families might need assistance
with parenting skills (OHF Blenheim has run Toolbox
parenting course for families).
Others might need support managing their child’s/
young person’s behaviour or disability. Parents’ with
difficult personal circumstances that are impacting

Caring for Children

Do you want to make a real difference
in the life of a child?
Open Home Foundation, a Christian Child & Family
Support Service, invites you to join our team of foster
families.
We are currently seeking to increase our team of
available foster parents in Nelson and Blenheim and
particularly the Motueka area.
You will receive training, be part of a care team and be
well supported.
For more information and/or an information pack, please
contact Alice Winter (03 545 9172) or Christine Campbell
(03 578 0807).
Alice.Winter@ohf.org.nz or
Christine.Campbell@ohf.org.nz
www.ohf.org.nz

their ability to parent their children can be supported
by OHF.
Social workers will assess a family/whānau situation
and work alongside them to develop and implement
a plan that supports the family/whānau to meet the
needs of their children/young people. At times this
may include kin or foster care.
OHF is committed to broadening its supports to
families with a child with a disability and can provide
in home support and/or respite care for a child/young
person with a disability.
OHF’s Blenheim and Nelson teams would welcome
your call whether you are a family/whānau needing
support or an agency wanting to refer a family/wānau
for help.
Christine Ford – Practice Manager Nelson

St Andrews Family Home
– working in partnership
Our own Diocesan St Andrews Family Home partners
with OHF giving children a non-judgemental, loving
and Christian environment in which to learn new skills
and enjoy what for them may be a different way of
living.
Open Home provides the family
home house parents and meets
the running costs of daily living. St
Andrews maintains the home and
pays the rent, rates etc, and basically
acts as the landlord.
Usually three or four children at
a time live in the home and many
children have benefited from a
placement there.
In some cases some have
commented that the experience
of living in the home has been life
changing.
Vicky Stocker – Chairperson
St Andrews Family Trust
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a new beginning in God’s dealings with his people
When the feast of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Without warning
there was a sound like a strong wind, gale force – no one could tell where it came
from. It filled the whole building. Then, like a wildfire, the Holy Spirit spread through
their ranks and they started speaking in a number of different languages as the Spirit
prompted them.
Acts 2: 1-4 ‘The Message’ translation

Shirley Sargent of the Marlborough Sounds reflects on
her experiences of the Holy Spirit.
I have received the Holy Spirit in little
‘parcels’. As I have grown in faith I have
changed and so has my experience.
As a teen attending a Bible class camp
I had my first experience of receiving the
Holy Spirit. There was an altar call and I
couldn’t stop myself from going forward.
Usually I ‘chew things over’ for quite a while;
I was wrestling inwardly but the Lord won
me over.
Later in life I attended a Life in the Spirit
Seminar which was a really personal
experience of the Holy Spirit for me. I
decided to be baptised by full immersion
and when I surfaced I experienced
wonderful feelings of well-being and God’s
love. People gathered around me with

prayers and words of encouragement for
my life.
More recently in depth teaching and
greater understanding has resulted in a
new infilling and refreshment due to the
presence of the Holy Spirit in my life. My
husband says that we all ‘leak’ as Christians
and need continual replenishment by the
Spirit of God.
As for the future I am in God’s hands and I
have a real sense of the Holy Spirit with me
moment to moment on my daily Christian
walk. Now... if I could only learn to listen
better and be more obedient to the Holy
Spirit’s leading.
Something to strive for!

Lit up from bow to stern
– worship in the Spirit

I am not naturally an intercessor, but I do love worship, especially the
singing and musical variety. On a recent trip to Tauranga I decided to visit
the Tauranga House of Prayer (Isaiah 56:7). I am convinced that prayer is the
way forward for us as a parish, indeed as a diocese, and felt I needed a little
bit of help. What I found there lit me up from bow to stern (I am vicar of the
Sounds!).
The room was packed with mainly 18-28 year-olds. Some were on their
knees, some were standing with arms raised, others were sitting reading or
quietly praying, and I think one or two might have been asleep. Up front, on a
stage, were three brothers, leading the worship. The eldest was on an acoustic
guitar, the second on a Cajun drum and the third, who looked like he was 12
years old (school holiday) was singing with them.
This was quiet, laid back, God exalting worship; a combination of known
songs and extemporaneous jamming (singing and playing in the Spirit). Their
‘watch’ was two hours. After that a larger group of musicians and singers took
over with more of a youthy (loud!) expression of praise. The third ‘watch’ was
intercession, with a leader introducing a theme and then everyone invited
to line up behind the microphone for 10-second prayers. I left thoroughly
refreshed, knowing I had been in the presence of God and full of ideas for our
own parish.
Here in Havelock we are very keen to utilise our parish facilities for a house
of prayer, not just for the parish but the diocese. Just what this will look like
or how it will eventuate... we’ll ask Jesus. Meanwhile, you are very welcome
to spend time in St Peters, 30 Lawrence St, Havelock. It’s open 24/7 with quiet
music and prayer resources. You are welcome to plug in your own music or
bring your own band!
For more information go to: www.thop.co.nz .
Chris Donaldson – Vicar of Havelock and the Sounds

The Spirit in Mission – the power to do!
‘The Spirit of God came upon Christian individuals in order to create in them a quality of life that would
otherwise be beyond their powers. The Spirit of God came upon the Christian community in order to unite them
in a fellowship which could not be paralleled in any other group, with a primary purpose of equipping them for
mission’. Michael Green - from ‘I believe in the Holy Spirit’.
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How are you spiritually
wired for God?
God has made us all unique and we come to him devotionally in many different ways. There is no right or
wrong way and we may find that we use differing pathways at different times in our lives. However, there
is usually one spiritual pathway that is more dominant and it will be this path that fires us up and gets us
excited for the Lord and his kingdom. It is helpful to find out how we are wired as it will explain why we end up
working in certain ministries or activities in our church community and beyond.
Let’s take a look at the 7 basic spiritual pathways
Matthew 18: 20 – For when two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.
Are you a warm outgoing person who doesn’t like being on your
own? You may enjoy Bible reading and praying with others but find
it really difficult to do by yourself. Find two or three others who
enjoy coming to God in this way and meet with them regularly and
you will find you will all grow in your Christian lives. You will enjoy
joining in discussion and devotions with others and come away
from these experiences feeling spiritually energised. People with
outgoing extraverted personalities are particularly disposed to the
Relational Pathway.

RELATIONAL

Romans 12: 2 – Be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what
God’s will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will.
Are you a person who loves wrestling with profound issues and
difficult questions of faith and life? You probably love reading your
Bible along with commentaries and other spiritual books. Is this the
way you come to God and you are at your happiest when surrounded
by books or challenging reading online? You will grow fastest in your
Christian life when you pursue the Intellectual Pathway, developing
friendships with others who come to God in this same way. Your heart
and will may only be moved when you are challenged by truth. Once
your mind is convinced of something you can have an extraordinary
INTELLECTUAL
influence for good.
Matthew 25: 40 – I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers/sisters of mine,
you did for me.
Do you feel closest to God when you are serving others in his
name? If this is you, find the church and community activities that
you can invest time in because you will get much closer to God
as a Serving Pathway person when you give yourself to these
activities. You will come alive spiritually when you serve others
because it’s your main pathway to God. You are the hands and
feet of God and your active service for God’s Kingdom can help
to bring about the dreams and visions that others have for God’s
Church.
SERVING

Psalm 46: 10 – Be still and know that I am God.
Some people get closest to God when they spend long periods
of time with him on their own - enjoying his presence, meditating
on his goodness and thinking through great issues like suffering
and the cry of the poor. Is this you? Do you tend to steer away from
relational activities because people and activities drain you? Are
you at your happiest on your own with God, enjoying his company
and worshipping him? The Contemplative Pathway is your way
to God where you can reflect and think and spend unhurried
time in his presence. Shape your devotional life so that you can
CONTEMPLATIVE
have unhurried quality time with God each day and share your
reflections with others so that we can all be blessed by them.
Jeremiah 4: 19 – Oh my anguish, my anguish! I writhe in pain. Oh, the agony of my heart! My heart pounds
within me, I cannot keep silent. For I have heard the sound of the trumpet; I have heard the battle cry.
Some Christians feel closest to God when they are living at the
edge of their potential - charging into battle to lead great causes
and grow great churches when the odds are overwhelmingly
stacked against them and the only hope of victory is divine
intervention. Do you feel closest to God when you are fighting for
justice, or leading the charge to help the poor, writing letters to
government and calling the church to wake from its apathy and get
on with winning the world for Christ? Thank God for this Activist
Pathway and lean into it with passion and commitment. Keep a
ACTIVIST
balance in your life and dabble a little in other pathways, perhaps
journaling to focus your energy or you could end up burnt out and
depressed when you really want to be able to fight another day.
Psalm 121:1 – I will lift up my eyes to the hills - where does my help come from?
Do you feel closest to God when you are out in the natural
splendour of creation, praying outdoors, looking at beautiful views,
walking on tracks across mountains and holidaying in wide open
spaces? If this is you the Creation Pathway to God will suit you best
so consider having your devotions to God outdoors whenever you
can, regularly changing your location, also changing where you go
for holidays. But a special word of caution, building your walk with
God is not the same as moving into New Age spirituality which
makes the creation itself divine and substitutes creation for the God
CREATION
of the Bible. Make sure to spend time building relationships with
other Christians and worshipping in the Christian community.
Psalm 103: 1-5 – Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name.
Do you feel closest to God when your heart is soaring in praise
to Him? Do you love to sing songs of praise and listen to music
in worship of Him? Yours is the Worship Pathway so structure
your devotions so that you have plenty of time to worship God
unhurriedly. Play your devotional music as often as you can but
being sensitive to others who come to God along other pathways.
King David is a wonderful example of someone in the Bible who
loved to worship God from his saddest to his most joyful moments.
Many of the psalms he wrote have been set to music for us to enjoy.

WORSHIP

When you find your devotional pathway you open the door to a closer walk with Christ, relating to him
naturally in the way that fits your personality and temperament. God created all the different types and put
them together in his body the Church, so we all may know and honour him together.
Acknowledgement: ‘Reflections’ Issue 28 by Gordon Miller
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Doing Church better

there’s more to leadership than meets the eye!

Melting pot of
missions
Have you ever experienced ‘death by acronym’?
Sometimes I wonder if this is a subtle way of ensuring
that outsiders don’t become insiders – by making sure
that all our communication is carried out by acronym.
For example a couple of weeks ago I went from an
executive meeting of the AMB to chair the AGM of
CMS.
How many have switched off already?
It’s a shame that we do this because the Anglican
Missions Board (AMB) and the Church Missionary
Society (CMS) are two stunning mission agencies and
the primary vehicle for our mission vision.
The Church Missionary Society is the older of the
two – it was formed in 1799. The New Zealand branch
of the Society (NZCMS) was founded here in Nelson
in 1892 and seeks ‘to glorify God by faithfully bearing
witness to the gospel of Christ in the world’. It is
essentially a sending agency supporting missionaries
(known today as mission partners) who are working
in various different (and sometimes dangerous) parts
of the world. It has recently become more involved in
sending short-term cross-cultural mission teams away
and this has certainly been a major area of growth.
The CMS website is a goldmine of information –
www.nzcms.org.nz.
The Anglican Missions Board (AMB) on the other
hand is nowhere near as old as CMS. It was formed by

Rev Canon Robert
Kereopa (Executive
Office AMB) and Rev
Steve Maina (General
Secretary NZCMS).
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the General Synod of the Church to promote missions
within the Anglican Church and to ensure that our
historic partnerships (such as CMS) had a strong
financial base. This was partially in response to the
plethora of new mission organisations – all looking to
the local church for financial support.
The Anglican Missions Board took the pressure off
the local church feeling that they had to respond to
each and every request for help. But it was also formed
to coordinate parish and diocesan based mission
initiatives and even Tikanga initiatives. Its website
too, is a source of inspiration and information – www.
angmissions.org.nz.
If I can express it in a nutshell: AMB promotes, coordinates and educates. NZCMS motivates and sends.
While these are the two agencies that inspire and
enable our diocesan vision for overseas mission, the
other part of our mission strategy is the Companion
Diocese initiative. In 1998 the Lambeth conference of
Bishops encouraged the forming of companion links
between Bishops who had developed a relationship
while at Lambeth. It was generally expected that these
relationships would last for 10 years (the time between
Lambeth conferences) and would either be reaffirmed
or new relationships formed.
Under Bishop Derek Eaton’s leadership links were
formed with the Dioceses of Egypt, Singapore and
Paraguay. I am keen to continue the relationship with
the Diocese of Singapore and its new Bishop Rennis
Ponnaiah (with its 26 parishes) and to also build
our new relationship with Bishop Sam Sahu in the
Solomon Islands (Diocese of Malaita).
Within the next year we hope to send a large shortterm mission from Nelson to Malaita – to cement this
companion relationship.
Bishop Richard

David Hollingsworth interviewed Bob Barrett about
his new book The Church Beyond …our leadership.
Bob, why write a book?
I have a passion for what the church can be when
each local community of faith strives to fulfil its Godgiven potential. That passion includes laity and clergy
developing their skills and being supported in their
roles. I have seen the power of ministry teams and staff
teams and long to encourage their effectiveness.
What does the book aim to do?
Our styles of leadership are shaped by what we
have experienced, and many observations come from
churches which have plateaued or shrunk. If we are to
be fully effective clergy, ministry teams and vestries
we need to rethink what it means to lead the church
in today’s environment. I hope to inspire leaders to
‘rethink’ and if necessary adjust their approach.
From your knowledge of parishes in the diocese,
which sections of the book would you like to see
parishes take particular note of?
As the parishes in the diocese are all different, their
leadership needs are also different. Some need to
think again about what they are actually endeavouring
to achieve, so Section 1 covers important issues for
them. Section 2 would be helpful for those clergy
and lay people needing to reflect on and adapt their
leadership styles and expectations. Management
techniques and time-management is addressed in
Section 3.
Busyness, wrong expectation and lack of evaluation
(even of core issues like worship) cause churches to

drift, consuming time and
resources yet not strategically
moving toward the possibilities. Essentially, we win or
lose on Sunday – the need is to get worship right. We
require skilled evaluation and effective strategies to
accomplish our goals – all far more complex than just
writing the plan.
In his positive review of the book, Bob Robinson of
Laidlaw College suggests ‘every church leader, lay
and ordained – whether Anglican or not – should
read this book’, and warns: ‘every page will challenge
and enrich anyone who cares about the church’. So,
are people reading it?
Some clergy in the diocese have a copy and are
hopefully reading it – a good start. Yet for parishes to
gain its full impact, staff teams and lay leaders should
also read and engage with it. In one church the staff
each have a copy, aiming to grow in leadership by
discussing it together, and some vestry members are
using it to think about their leading/supporting role;
perhaps more parishes will take that path. It is written
for all local churches – all situations, all sizes. As Bishop
Richard says in his commendation, the key concepts
‘transcend time and setting which is why this book is
such a great resource’.
Not everyone is a ‘natural leader’ but we can
learn to be better leaders. The book aims to inspire
existing leaders and be formative for emerging
leaders. We need always to have a positive attitude
towards learning. Tony Andrews and I are due to
lead an excellent BTC course Pastoral Leadership and
Management (eight afternoons, beginning in June)
and we would encourage leaders at all stages of
their ministry to enrol, engage with new ideas and
methodology. I hope the book will strengthen the
desire to ‘do church better’.

The Church Beyond …our
leadership by Bob Barrett.
Available from Bob Barrett
bobmargaret@xtra.co.nz
(discount for multiple
copies) or from CP Books
(www.copypress.co.nz).
Price is $30 + pp.
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Diocesan

SNAPSHOTS
Items from all over,
about all sorts...

a serious investment
Cathedral ladies in the AAW drama
competition in Greymouth.

Bishop Tim Harris was in Nelson
lecturing a series on the Book of
Romans at BTC. His wife Fiona and
son Jonathan also came with him
from Adelaide, enjoying the chance to
meet up with old friends.

Hi from Tatura, a small rural town
two hours north of Melbourne. We
are settling in, and particularly
enjoying the drop in temperatures
after January and February at more
than 40°C. Andy is busy as a senior
fisheries officer with the Department
of Primary Industries. I’m getting
into the swing of being a rural vicar
with a mostly elderly congregation
who thankfully seem to enjoy a few
creative additions to their services.
Jude and Andy Benton.

Luke Shaw our Diocesan Youth
Coordinator with Anabelle, the latest
addition to the Shaw family.

Maundy Thursday, Joe Keighley and
family in front of storm-damaged
Cobden church. Testing times for
many in the community.
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Bishopdale Theological College

Cobden Church centenary. Dalma
Nimmo and young Morgan Barrett
cut the cake.

Kaikoura celebrated Harvest Festival
with the usual ‘fruits of the farm’
on the communion table. Priest-incharge Kevin Topp’s wife Sandy lead a
pet lamb into the church. Kevin pulled
out a pair of wicked looking shears.
However, the lamb did not have to
go the whole way (as in the Book of
Leviticus). A considerably skinnier
lamb was led away, and Kevin gave a
sermon we won’t forget in a hurry...

In 2006 when our Synod voted to establish
Bishopdale Theological College we were turning
back the clock! After all, Bishopdale College was an
important part of the strategy for Nelson Diocese way
back in the 19th century and through to WWI, and
lived again in a new form in the later 20th century.
Taking training of lay leaders and new clergy is hardly
new and a ‘Bishopdale College’ had been central to that
in some way for many years.
BUT, when we established the College as a Trust we
did much more than turn the clock back. The College
is a serious investment in our future, as a diocese,
as Anglicans in Aotearoa-New Zealand and also as
Christians in our region.
It is serious in two ways: first it is serious because
it requires significant finance and commitment to
make it work; but that is not the most serious aspect,
because secondly it is a serious investment that
aims for significant results. BTC is not designed to
be a College where we ‘play’ at training people in
theology and mission. Rather, we have serious job
to do – we need to be training people who ‘go deep’
in discipleship, who ‘go deep’ in understanding the
Gospel, and who can ‘go deep’ in working for Jesus
and his gospel in a consistently and rapidly changing
world.
It is because the need is serious and the work is
serious that we are serious about the investment of
money, time and energy – an investment in our future.
I am unashamed in ‘selling’ the College to anyone and
everyone.
I believe the progress of the College shows some
fruit on our investment. The College has developed
and grown – it is a tool for our diocese to grow our

leadership base, both for ordained and lay leaders.
This year we have around 60 people taking at least
one course and more people again learning leadership
skills through EQUIP leadership training and postordination training. We have developed new courses
to give people a firm foundation in classic Anglican
theology and practice, and we have dreams and vision
to take our College much further as a place where
leaders and deeply disciple to follow Christ in every
way.
It is also exciting to see that more and more people
who are not part of Anglican congregations are aware
of BTC and enrolling in courses. Our investment must
be an investment in the Church of Jesus, across the
whole of our diocesan area – and that investment also
brings in its own good fruit as we serve God and as
more students bring in income and energy.
Someone well-known to many of us (no names!)
used to say ‘the question is not whether we can afford
to have this College... the question is can we afford
NOT to have this College?’ That question stays with me:
Can we afford not to invest in this way? Can we afford
NOT to have this training developing on the ground in
our own diocese and our own
regions? Can we afford NOT
to seek excellence in theology
and mission with deep
discipleship at the centre?
BTC... back to the future?
Maybe, but definitely an
investment in going deeper in
Christ.
Andrew Burgess

BISHOPDALE CHAPEL

A service of Holy Communion on the first
Thursday of every month at 11.15am
in the Bishopdale Chapel.
ALL WELCOME
Contact person:
David JM McKee

Tel (03) 548 0789
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The Fruits of Generosity:
how can you be involved?
Editor Hilary Ellena recently discussed bequests with
Diocesan Secretary, Ian Pask
Ian, it’s great that our diocese enjoys such beautiful
churches and associated ministries. Tell me how
the early church within the Nelson Diocese became
established.
The Nelson Diocese was established in 1858, being
ceded from the then Diocese of New Zealand (later
Auckland), with some seeding grants from England. Once
established, the diocese had to make its own way and
was exceedingly blessed by the generosity of its first and
second Bishops and a number of settlers. The diocese
administers a number of trusts, a direct result of that
generosity, and income from these trusts today helps
sustain the diocese, with minimum charges on parishes.
Some of the older parishes within the diocese were
also beneficiaries of the generosity of pioneers. This
generosity has not been limited to the pioneers and
earlier members of the Church but continues today, with
people of vision and forethought making bequests for
the future of the Church.
I understand there have been many bequests received
in recent years.
Two recent examples have been the bequests received
from two quiet and faithful women, who didn’t make
great noises in their time, but have left a living legacy for
the Church and its work.
The first was Esmé Wright of the Golden Bay parish,
whose bequest has enabled the re-launching of
Bishopdale Theological College, the refurbishment of
her home church buildings in Collingwood and ongoing
ministry support in three parishes she was associated
with (Golden Bay, All Saints and Tahunanui). The second
woman was Mary Foster-Barham, who set up a trust in
her name for the granting of relief to disadvantaged
children and elderly people in Richmond and Nelson.
Both these women have left living legacies arising out of
their generosity to the benefit of the Church today.
The Anglican Care Charitable Trust can today fund

the ministries it supports because a number of people
generously left bequests supporting the work of
Whakarewa Boys home in Motueka.
How does one make a bequest?
To make a bequest you need to ensure that your Will
contains clauses granting that bequest – your solicitor
can give you advice on how that can be achieved.
What are the options available?
There are a number of things you can achieve by
making a bequest. For example the diocese was recently
advised of a bequest that sets up on-going income for:
ministry within the diocese, support for young people
receiving theological education, support for elderly
people and also support for renovation and maintenance
of a specific church building. This estate has not yet
been settled, but will likely provide $40-50,000 a year
for these purposes, and we give thanks for that woman’s
generosity.
Some of the options are:
One can provide for a permanently invested lump sum
which gives income for the purposes outlined.
A lump sum can be given to the parish or diocese, for a
specific purpose, or for the Church’s general purposes.
Provision can be split among special interests, such as
parish, Bishopdale Theological College or Anglican Care
Social Services.
Where do people go for more information if
considering making a bequest?
If you wish to find out more, if you are considering
making a bequest to the Church, either parish or diocese,
we’re in the process of placing information pamphlets
within the parishes, and encouraging parishes to appoint
from their congregation a bequest adviser, who would
have the knowledge to advise further. I’m also personally
willing to talk to or visit people individually to discuss the
various options.
I would encourage all readers to carefully pray about
what they should do in this area and then exercise their
willpower to make a difference for the future Church.

CAMERON GIBSON & WELLS LTD
CONSULTING CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS

26 NILE STREET NELSON
PH:(03) 548 8259 FAX: (03) 546 8412
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