AUTUMN 2020

Growth
The gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world
[ Colossians 1:6 ]

Called to grow
Every New Year Watiri and I take time out to pray,
review the past year and to plan for the following year.
We look at nine different areas of our lives and try to
assess how we’re doing in each one.
These include – relationship with God, ministry,
marriage, parenting, finances, social, physical etc. We
ask, which areas are we thriving in? Which ones are we
just managing? And which ones need critical attention
immediately? It’s a bit like the car dashboard which
tells you the condition of your engine. As part of that
process, we often ask God for a word, something to act
as a focal point for the various areas of our lives. As we
have been praying about the diocese, one word that
we seem to come back to is growth. Over 2020, I invite
us all, across the diocese, to embrace this invitation to
grow.
The Bible has many references about growth.
We’re urged in 2 Peter 3:18 to grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Paul’s
prayer for the Colossians expresses his heart for them
to grow by bearing fruit in every good work and
increasing in the knowledge of God (Colossians 1:9-10).
And in 2 Peter 1:5-8 you get the sense that intentional
growth is necessary for us to be effective and fruitful in
our walk with Christ.
So we don’t have to wait for God to prompt us in
order to pursue spiritual growth. He wants us to grow.
There is always more. Sometimes the growth will be
obvious but often it will be slow and gradual. The key

is to be intentional as we can get so consumed by
the daily grind and forget the gritty habits needed
to continue growing. If we’re not intentional about
spiritual growth, we might be resigning ourselves
to apathy and cynicism or we might just be too
comfortable that we don’t want to change. To grow is
to change.
So 2020 is already underway. How are you growing
spiritually? What’s your prayer and plan for growth
this year, individually and for the communities you
represent? In what areas do you sense the Spirit’s
prompting to grow?
Healthy growth requires a plan. Could I urge us
to consider three areas for growth – to grow in
confidence in the gospel, to grow in disciple-making
and to grow leaders. I will write more about disciplemaking and growing leaders in future issues of
Witness. For this issue, let’s look briefly at the first area
of growth.
Confidence in the Gospel
I’ve recently had conversations with people in
Nelson who were curious about faith. One hundred
percent of the time, we’ve been able to connect about
faith because of a question I was asked. And this one
question I get asked all the time, “So what do you do
for a job?”
I have learned that I could give an answer that
closes or opens up the conversation. It’s that simple.
For instance, I might say ‘my job is to journey with

“Called to grow in confidence in the gospel,
to grow in disciple-making and to grow leaders”
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people as they explore the big questions of life’ or any
other response that makes people curious. I have also
learned to ask at the end of an ordinary conversation,
‘hey, I like praying for people I meet, how might I pray
for you?’ I’ve never found anyone say no to prayer.
Although sharing the good news is something I have
done for years, it’s never easy and I find that I need to
keep growing in confidence in the gospel.
As Christians, being confident of the gospel means
believing and holding to the truth that the gospel is
good news for people in our messed up world. That
God’s love and power is at work in people’s hearts
to bring transformation. If we believe that, we’ll take
the initiative to bring up spiritual conversations with
people who are not yet Christians. We fear that if we try
to witness, we might push them away or look foolish
and be rejected. But we’re not alone in this work! We
have a powerful God who is at work in people’s hearts
and orchestrating amazing encounters for his glory.
He goes ahead of us. He is working in people’s hearts
and he is able to cause our paths to intersect at the
perfect time. So here are some ways you might grow in
confidence.
Give sharing faith a go. Ask God to help you notice
the opportunities at the grocery store, gym, café,
workplace lunch break etc, and initiate conversations,
or ask questions, or simply offer to pray. We can
engage people in a winsome way by having a friendly
discussion, with love and boldness.

Learn from and be inspired by others. The website
alltogether.co.nz/firestarters has some inspiring stories
of people sharing faith and heaps of resources. We
commend these to you.
Be intentional and consistent. Can you consider
praying for one person who is not yet a believer, every
day for one minute over this period of Lent, and look
for opportunities for faith conversations with that
person?
If this sounds like a massive effort, we need to
remember that confidence in the gospel begins with
our understanding of his love for us. As we encounter
Christ each day, we’re captivated by his love and that is
what propels us to share with others (2 Cor 5:14)
May the Lord cause us to grow and to see increase
in our confidence in the gospel and compassion
for people and see God’s Kingdom grow in our
communities.
I’ll finish with the challenging words (prayer) of Sir
Francis Drake, 1577...
Disturb us Lord, when we are too well pleased with
ourselves,
when our dreams have come true because we
dreamed too little,
when we arrived safely because we sailed too close
to the shore.
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Personal growth through gardening
My family’s move two years ago from the rural
hinterland of Wakefield to the suburbs of Richmond
confirmed once again my innate need to commune
with God through gardening. Having previously been
a city dweller, my rural experience of seasons, harvest
and weather provided fresh insights into the elemental
nature of biblical imagery about death, renewal and
growth. This insight remains, but the move into town
has translated into a deep soul need to create a garden
as part of creating ‘home’.
For me a garden is a place of sanctuary, refreshment
and peace. It’s no coincidence, I think, that God’s
original plan was to place humankind in paradise, in
a garden. Like Eden, the Promised Land is a place of
fertility, of well-watered and nourished fruitfulness.
And it is to green pastures beside quiet waters that our
Shepherd leads us to refresh our souls.
While the biblical imagery of a garden almost always
includes elements of fruitfulness and harvest, my
new garden doesn’t have veges or fruit (abundant
inexpensive produce being available nearby). Rather,
‘fruitfulness’ comes from the joy experienced in
partnering with God in this one small act of creation.
God is Creator and I can’t make things grow, but I can
make sure I choose suitable plants for the conditions,
that the soil is rich with organic material, that plants
are watered and feed and flowers dead-headed to
encourage new growth. Without going further with the
analogy, isn’t this the same way we partner with God in
our calling to make disciples?
For me, creating a garden means working with
God to create something of beauty. While God has
clothed the rose and lily with inherent beauty, my
input towards overall form, colour, shape, balance
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and rhythm helps create an ever-changing ‘painting’, a
garden that reflects in some small way the beauty that
lies at the heart of God.
Even in my small space lessons are learnt about the
cycle of life: about how winter is needed before the
renewal of spring, about summer’s abundant growth
and autumn’s letting go. And lessons are continually
being learnt about patience and reliance on our
heavenly Father as the source of all life. But for me
gardening is not essentially an intellectual exercise.
The joy I experience doesn’t come from intentional
analogy, but from union with God beyond conscious
thought. Gerard Manley Hopkins perhaps expresses
this most nearly:
Glory be to God for dappled things –
For skies of couple-colour as a brinded cow;
For rose-moles all in stipple upon trout that swim;
Fresh-firecoal chestnut-falls; finches’ wings;
Landscape plotted and pieced – fold, fallow, and
plough;
And all trades, their gear and tackle and trim.
All things counter, original, spare, strange;
Whatever is fickle, freckled (who knows how?)
With swift, slow; sweet, sour; adazzle, dim;
He fathers-forth whose beauty is past change:
Praise him.
(Pied Beauty, Gerard Manley Hopkins)
Annie Fraser
– Diocesan Executive Secretary

Fasting... not generally a popular discipline, and one
that we often tend to skip nimbly over; preferring to focus
on more agreeable things like Bible reading, worshiping
through song, giving to the needy or the many forms of
prayer.
All of these are, of course, vital and are key to abiding
in Jesus, but over the last 12 months or so, we have
discovered that fasting brings both a new level of
blessing and battle, as we partake in it intentionally, both
individually and as a body.
Fasting is voluntarily abstaining from food for spiritual
purposes. It is one way that God himself set up for his
people to humble themselves before him. In the old
testament it was common to call a fast, to set aside
time to seek him in new and desperate ways – think the
Ninevites, Esther, or Jehosophat. It’s also something that
Jesus did, and his disciples continued, as they sought God
for new power, and for wisdom.
Yet we often imagine its reserved for the super spiritual
amongst us. At Cobden-Runanga we’ve discovered it is
together ordinary and extraordinary, needs no special
equipment, and (unless you’re medically compromised) is
do-able by everyday disciples.
Aware of some intensely challenging situations in
the pastoral life of our parish, the Lord introduced us to
corporate fasting as a body of believers. The message
‘we need to fast’ came concurrently to a number on the
leadership team, while working through the story of
Esther. And so it came to pass.
Now a recurrent happening three-monthly, we set aside
a 24-hour period aligned to the Sabbath, to seek the
Lord simultaneously about the issues he sets before us. A
prayer guide is provided as a starter and partakers pause
at the top of each waking hour from 6pm Friday to 6pm
Saturday, when we gather for praise, sharing, and the best
communal meal ever!

We’ve found it joyful, painful and sometimes just plain
hard work. We have rejoiced together in answered prayer
(in healing, provision and restoration of relationship) and
agonised together as we wrestle for our prodigals. We’ve
had new direction and insight yet have shared tears over
the brokenness uncovered in our lives and in those we
love.
Our top tips, included in our prayer guide, are these:
● Remember what it’s all about and keep the main
thing the main thing.
● Have a light but protein and fibre rich meal before
you start.
● Drink lots of water – it helps keep headaches at bay,
and your brain from shrinking!
● Set an alarm to remind you to pray – it’ll help with
distractions.
● Use your hunger pangs as a prompt to pray.
● Use the prayer guide, but don’t be enslaved by it – go
with Holy Spirit tangents.
● Expect physical and spiritual opposition – keep your
desire for God the main focus.
● If you start to feel awful, try some sweetened herbal
tea. If you feel horrendous, eat.
● Don’t beat yourself up if you don’t make the full time.
Whatever you manage is awesome!
We are no experts; mere learners. While we have seen
some breakthroughs, perhaps more
importantly, the fasts have changed
us. Made us more available, more
willing, more aligned, and more
aware of the incredible privilege of
partnering with him in this way, and
getting hungry for God.
Rachelle Hunt
– Cobden-Runanga Parish
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Growing as disciples...
who make disciples
Growth UP: Relationship with God
Alan Wright has been involved in Good Soil for at least
five years. He is a warden in Waimea parish and a leader
in Victorious Ministries Through Christ. Alan also ministers
in the Buller once a month, alongside Matt Watts.
What is your prayer routine?
Generally I begin at 6am – this is a contemplative
time/space. I sit with a scripture or a word, spending
time in God’s presence. My attention is on God’s
presence. Frank Laubach quoted in Michael Breen’s
‘Discipleship Culture’ encourages us to get to know ‘the
invisible companion inside you’. My time then moves
into intercession for people and God prompts me for
example to ‘make God’s love known’. My time ends with
the Lord’s Prayer. This prayer time takes an hour to an
hour-and-a-half.
Do you make enough space for God?
Increasingly this space is becoming bigger as my
awareness of God’s presence grows. We begin with
intentional practices at first and learn to be aware
of God’s presence. We also become aware when we
have lost that sense of God’s presence. We are invited
to abide and walk with God. In time those scriptural
passages become our experience. The ongoing
invitation and challenge is to discern his ‘life-giving
Spirit’ leading.
Do you give Jesus time to speak to you regularly?
This is an ongoing journey to give Jesus the

opportunity to speak to me through a song, book,
scripture, or other people directly (clear thoughts
or words). The ongoing challenge is to discern what
messages are life-giving and what aren’t. All thoughts
need to be filtered by the light of Christ.
Do you live with an abiding sense of God’s presence?
By God’s grace this is increasing as trust deepens
along with the confidence/reality that God is with us
and in us. A recent quote I read is: ‘Wrap faith around
truth, and grace makes that your living experience’.
Have you been obedient to God’s prompting?
Recently God brought to mind the scripture: ‘be not
anxious about anything’. Claiming the promises of that
scripture helped allay my anxiety.
How do you spend your spare time?
Being a husband and grandfather. My recreation is
walking, biking, tennis and spending time with family
and friends.
What books are you presently reading?
Two books. ‘Continuous Revival’ by Norman Grubb
(author of ‘The Intercessor’) and ‘Interior Castles: St.
Teresa of Avila’ (this book Alan has read several times
and finds himself going back to time and again for
inspiration and teaching on prayer and life).
As we truly seek the ‘Up’ it will invariably lead us to
the ‘In’ and the ‘Out’.
Alan Wright – Waimea Parish

Growth IN: Relationship with others
Rod Gibson is an engineer. He and Elizabeth have
worshipped at Hills for 22 years. Rod is in the Worship
Team.
Do you love the people in your community?
Years ago, when writing a sermon for St Thomas’
Church Motueka, I was praying about what to preach.
I felt God ask, “Do you love these people?” “Do you see
them as I see them?” Those questions challenged my
perspective and the way I relate to others.
How are your relationships with your friends?
Ebbs and flows. There is a need to get past talking
about the weather and ‘how are you?’ and get to where
they are ‘at’ – their challenges and the stuff they are
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dealing with. I may not have much to say but it is about
sharing the journey with them. I also give my time to
assist them. Friendships are often inconvenient.
Do you grumble and complain about things?
Yes, I wouldn’t be human otherwise. Relationships
are a two-way street. If I want to talk into other’s lives,
I have to give reciprocal access to my own, but I am a
glass-half-full person.
Do you experience intimacy (connectedness and
honesty) in relationships?
Relationships can be a bit hit and miss. With some
people we always pick up where we left off – others
are harder work in that their tendency is to give more

‘conforming social responses’.
Are you discipling others?
Every Thursday after school from 3-4pm, Liz and I
provide food and talk to a group of 10-12 year-olds
after school, helping them transition from children
to teenagers. It is about giving them access to adult
conversations which can also develop into faith
conversations. I am part of a men’s group Monday
nights, and I walk alongside a number of individuals,
some with challenging issues, and others who are very
intellectual who don’t have an obvious need or crisis.
I keep praying as to what their way of entry is (as
per The 10 Gates, Gordon Miller), what is the key? In
the workplace I often have conversations with people
about what’s going on in their lives. Now I am working
from home I will miss some of that.

How do you get nourishment?
We live on a lifestyle block where there are always
things to do. I enjoy fishing, boating, and walking the
hills. I enjoy playing music. For me worship is doing
something. When I am playing, I feel more connected
with God – my music is my outworking of faith. Doing
things for other people is part of worship which feeds
me.
I get a lot from reading and discussing ideas
with people. Presently I am reading two books: an
intellectual one called ‘Reading the Bible for all its
worth’’, and ‘From the Brown Couch’, which is written
by a family member about life and relationships in the
struggle with terminal illness, and how that ties in with
faith.
Rod Gibson – Mapua Parish

Growth OUT: Relationship with the world around us
Susan Howarth is the Vicar of Havelock and has been
involved with Good Soil Collective for at least five years.
Do you have a heart for people who don’t know
Jesus?
Yes, it’s easy in parish ministry to spend time with
parishioners, but how do we make time for people
being drawn to the gospel?
First from listening to God who prompts names of
‘people of peace’. People who seem drawn to you or
who in different ways are inviting you to be part of
their lives. An example is someone who says ‘there
is something about you’ or ‘I feel drawn to you’ –
people who become curious and cannot explain
what is happening to them. I have a strategy such
as writing two or three names on a white board to
remind me to pray for them, invite them to supper,
look for ways to include them. Be intentional. The
same happens with my husband Graham in his
Ulysses Bike Club as relationships get built.
The process of being drawn in can be likened to
a dance. John 1: ‘where are you staying?’ (in other
words) ‘where are you at?’ ‘What’s going on? We
want to know’. The Good Soil Collective sharpens the
focus – helps us discern how to respond.
Do you leave time for relationships with those who
don’t know Jesus?
It is about being creative. Last Christmas, I decided
to have a street party for immediate neighbors
which in turn became the catalyst for people to
connect, and then to share their good experience
with their friends, including getting the ‘Friday Flash’
newsletter out to lots of non-church people. There
are people in the community looking for ways back
into the church, who often joke about coming back
and the pews collapsing when they do, but are

nevertheless signaling something important.
Do you have a vision for Mission?
Mission is everything. Changing the culture of the
church is gradual, but already there is a growing
culture of mission, such as when the parish recently
raised $1,700 to assist those caught up in the fires at
Mellacuta.
Do you intentionally spend time with the poor?
I think of the elderly/vulnerable and our focus is
growing. Something began with a prompt from a
dream to invite an older person to a Bible Study.
Now a group meets regularly and every six weeks
we go for coffee. As they get excited and gossip the
Good News, new ventures get underway such as a
van venture with Kevin Topp, once a month. One
outing in the sounds recently drew 25 people.
Can you take risks?
Yes, trust the Holy Spirit and the ‘God
appointments’ he arranges. My role is to help see
where God is leading, to be a catalyst, a cheerleader,
provide oversight and trust others to get on with it.
A great example is Russel and Margaret Fookes,
who felt led to have a barbecue in their Bay where
there has been some tension. The spirit of the event
was such that some there suggested ‘let’s have
a happy hour once a month’. Another example is
Link Teale who has a vision for a Christian New
Year gathering on his property (called the Arena).
The event last year drew about 250 people and
many Mission Order of St Paul members came and
networked with people in the community.
‘Out’ is following through on the ‘Up’ and the ‘In’.
We can talk until we are blue in the face but we need
to do the ‘Out’.
Susan Howarth – Vicar, Havelock and Sounds Parish
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Convergence 2020
Around 220 of our diocesan whanau descended
upon Bethany Park, Kaiteriteri – tents, Bibles and
togs in tow. Gathering a wider church family is such
an important part of our faith journey; it uplifts and
encourages as well as giving a space to dwell on God’s
call in our lives, right at the time of year when things
might be settling into routine with kids returning to
school and weekly activities starting back up.
We were at camp for Friday night and Saturday and
enjoyed stunning weather, beach, kids’ programmes,
great times of shared praise and worship and returning
speakers Bishop Steve and Watiri.
Steve spoke on Saturday morning about being
captured by the glory of God. He asked the question ‘Is
the life I am living worth Christ dying?’
This question can feel like a punch in the guts, but
it is a life-changing thing to prayerfully consider daily;
What would you ask of me today Lord? How and with
whom can I share your love today? I am uncomfortably
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aware that too often, I am too comfortable.
Steve encouraged us of the importance in being in
awe of the majesty of our king, the love of our father
and the works of his creation. Sometimes we lose
sight of the awe of our Lord, we become numb to his
divine glory. In these times it can take self-control,
patience and perseverance to seek out God’s glory and
encounter our Lord afresh, rather than slipping into a
pattern of complacency.
For me, getting out in nature, musical praise,
devotional time, prayer and seeking out joy-filled
believers and testimonies helps to rekindle my passion
for God. I love to look at the details of creation. I’m
struck by my kid’s faces or unique plants in my garden,
which bring me back into perspective of just how
incredible our creator God, who made and loves us,
really is.
Steve spoke of seeking to ‘rekindle our passion’,
which I love as an image. If you have ever tried to

rekindle a campfire, then you probably know that if
you’ve got a spark, you often need to actively work
to get it going, you try blowing, you try little dry bits
of grass, a match; you might even skip straight to the
lighter fluid!
When our fire is burning, then the resultant warmth,
glow and spread of that fire is an image of what it looks
like to be compelled by the Gospel. So often I cower
from what God might be asking me, because I want
to be ‘good’ in the eyes of the world. I want to please. I
want to be dignified.
But let us pray for courage to do what is good in the
eyes of the Lord, to be pleasing to our Father in Heaven
and to be a ‘fool for Christ’. I pray we seek, ask, knock
and rekindle our passion, so that we have the courage
to make it clear to all that Jesus is the Lord of our life.
See you all next year – rekindled and full of
testimonies of God at work!
Claudia Wood – Tahunanui Parish
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Growing through Church Planting
The Rt Rev Rick Thorpe (Bishop of Islington) and his wife Louie were the keynote speakers at the Diocesan
Leadership Camp at Nelson Lakes (March 16-18). When Simon Martin and Phil Greenwood were in the
UK last year they were impacted by Bishop Ric and upon their return recommended he be invited as the
keynote speaker at our conference. Simon writes:
As we sat around a small table having lunch with
Bishop Ric Thorpe we had to lean close together to
hear each other over the noisiness of a busy central
London café. Bishop Ric was painting a captivating
picture of how planting churches wasn’t only part
of church history but was also a way to revitalise the
institutional ‘thing’ that church has become.
“We are part of one Holy Apostolic Catholic Church,”
he quotes from the Creed. Defensiveness, he suggests,
doesn’t grow or advance the cause of the Gospel.
Being Holy and Apostolic and Catholic reminds us
that the church is God’s idea, we are called to be
courageous and celebrate the diversity of expression
as the Holy Spirit enables... on the ground, in people’s
homes, schools, workplaces.
“We need to foster an attitude of generous blessing
that will allow new things to happen. If the church
stays in our buildings how will those people in your
street, work or school hear the Gospel?”
He argued that the biggest roadblock to the church
advancing Gospel is how our own church institutions
use their power to defend and hold on to what has
accumulated. Generous blessing, on the other hand,
seeks to strategically give away resources so that the
church can venture into unexplored opportunities. This
isn’t easy because it takes a transformation in how we
think about what we have in our hands.
Ric travels widely to explore how churches can be
planted in different contexts and cultures. I know he
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will expect that we are primarily listening to God’s
Spirit for the unique calling for this diocese to play our
part at this time in history.
Two challenging quotes:
“When new social landscapes emerge, no matter
how challenging they may be, they present an
opportunity for the church to flourish, and with
the leading of the Holy Spirit, for it to birth new
movements, leaders, churches and creative minorities.”
Mark Sayers in Disappearing Church: From Cultural
Relevance to Gospel Resilience (2016)
“The disruption facing the churches is about God’s
agency and especially the disruptive work of the
Spirit pushing the Eurotribal churches into spaces
they cannot manage or control.” Alan J Roxburgh in
Structured for Mission: Renewing the Culture of the
Church (2015)
Books that will inform our conversation include:
Disappearing Church: From Cultural Relevance to
Gospel Resilience (2016) by Mark Sayers (Australian)
and the brilliant Alan J Roxburgh in Structured for
Mission: Renewing the Culture of the Church (2015)
For those wanting real-life examples, I recommend
the Church Planting research report (Love, Sweat
and Tears) published by The Centre for Theology and
Community (UK). This article will be available through
the resources page of the Diocese Website.
Simon Martin – Vicar, All Saints Nelson

Bishopdale College
“We serve the mission of God in God’s Church because God is the
one who grows the fruit and brings the harvest”
Bishopdale College exists to serve the growth of
God’s Church. In fact, growth is central to College in
two key ways:
First, the calling we follow is to help leaders to grow
and to train more fully in order to serve in mission.
Secondly, to do whatever is necessary for the College
to keep growing and developing.
The story of Bishopdale, over the last 12 years or so, is
itself a story of growth through the faithfulness of God.
In 2007/08 Bishopdale College was reborn as a College,
able to tutor people towards diplomas and degrees –
something that hadn’t happened here since the early
20th century – and we stepped out into a bold new
world, trusting God to lead us on.
Since then Bishopdale has grown into its role. We are
training a good number of people every year, including
a nice mix of Anglicans and students who are part of
other church fellowships; a mix of young and older;
a mix of full-time and part-time and of diploma and
degree level students.
So, all that Bishopdale does must be focused on
growth; the growth of students and the growth of the
College itself. Training people to serve more deeply in
God’s work involves teaching and tutoring – building
a deeper understanding of God’s word, of God’s
character and work – but it also involves building a
culture and forming attitudes and habits. We work to
have a culture that is focused on worship and prayer as
the basis of everything.

When we train students
we are investing in people,
growing disciples, not just giving
information. Growth comes about
in kingdom ways, through sowing
good seed and looking to God’s
Spirit to bring the harvest, through
sharing ourselves and our lives,
through prayer, in worship.
To do this we have grown a
great staff team, and we work to keep growing our
student numbers and our financial base. Over the last
12 years it has been our everyday donors who have
allowed us to keep going and to obey God’s call. I am
tremendously grateful to the faithful people who give
week by week to help Bishopdale function. (I admit
too, that I want to grow that base... if you are stirred by
God to donate, then look at Bishopdale’s website to see
how.)
We continue to grow by working to gain registration
with the New Zealand Government and building an
increasing range of partnerships with organisations
like NZCMS, so we are training people towards
overseas missions; or our partnership with Te Hui
Amorangi o Te Tairawhiti on the East Coast of the North
Island to build bi-cultural understanding and skill
among our students, and so on.
At the end of the day, we do this, and lots more,
because we believe in the growth of God’s kingdom.
We believe that God is at work and that God’s work is
very, very good. We serve the mission of God in God’s
Church because God is the one who grows the fruit
and brings the harvest. The Spirit of God is moving
over the face of the world, and he will not stop working
in justice and righteousness, bringing the dead to
life. This is the growth we seek and the growth that is
worth our lives to be part of.
Andrew Burgess – Dean, Bishopdale College

locally owned and operated
phone 03 546 5700 24hrs • www.shoneandshirley.com
164 Tahunanui Drive, Nelson
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Being Jesus
...with skin on
Kandahar Chaplains.
If someone had said to me, as I was leaving
Theological College, that I would spend almost 20
years of my life serving as a Chaplain in the Army I
would have laughed.
No, I had one thing in mind. I wanted to serve God
and build the Church. In my mind, that meant parish
ministry, not chaplaincy. But as the Jewish proverb
says, ‘man plans, and God laughs’.
So, when I found myself in uniform, on an Army
Camp, I had to wonder what on earth God was
thinking. But over the next 18 years I found out.
You see, God did not call me into the military to
condone war, or to glorify it. I was called into the
military because that is where I was able to minister
to men and women who were struggling with life and
death issues, who wanted to serve their country, but
who found themselves in need of care and support. I
was called to ‘be Jesus with skin on’.
In many ways it is hard to describe what it meant,
or what impact I had. I could talk about the young
American soldier who became my friend over a can
of Coke in Afghanistan. We spent many hours talking
about the meaning of life and where God fits into it all.
But when he returned home his girlfriend left him
and his world fell apart.
A few nights later I woke with a start, and this young
man came to my mind. I did not know what to pray for,
but I knew I had to pray.
The next morning, I felt a great wave of peace come
over me. So, I emailed him to see if he was okay.
Within an hour an email came back. He told me that
he had decided to end it all. He had driven out into the
desert with a bottle of whiskey and a gun.

But when he came to the point of putting the gun
in his mouth he couldn’t. He said that it was as if
someone was holding his arms by his side, stopping
him from lifting the gun to his head. Then he said, he
knew that someone was praying for him, and he broke
down and cried.
Today that young man is married, with a family of his
own, leading a church and impacting his community.
For me, this is just one of many similar stories of
young men and women who crossed my path in
moments of need. In those moments I sat, and listened,
and cried, and prayed. I was simply there for them,
like Jesus with skin on. And in doing so, I think God
was able to occasionally work through me to touch
one of his own. It was a privilege to be able to be walk
alongside some amazing people and see them work
for peace in our world.
Lance Lukin – Retired Chaplain to the Forces

The Rev Lance Lukin.
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Canoeing the Mountains: Christian leadership in
uncharted territory (second ed)
By Tom Bolsinger
Downers Grove: IVP, 2018
Have you ever been in a situation where you do
not know what to do, where your training and life
experience has not prepared you for the situation you
are now facing? For those working in a secular job
and also in Christian ministry this is now a common
scenario due to the fast pace of change in our culture.
This is the scenario that Tod Bolsinger addresses in
Canoeing the Mountains, as he develops an approach
for transformational leadership within Christian
Ministry for the 21st century.
Canoeing the Mountains is a must-read book for
Christian leadership as we seek to address one critical
question: What kind of leadership do we need today in
a culture that has become again a mission field?
A central theme to this book is the story of Captain
Meriwether Lewis and William Clarke (second in
charge), the explorers who lead the ‘Corps of Discovery’
tasked by President Thomas Jefferson to find a way
from the East coast of the US to the West coast.
For 300 years explorers had looked for a water route
that would connect the east coast to the Pacific Ocean
for the purposes of communication and commerce.
Lewis and Clarke and the Corps of Discovery had
reached the source of the Missouri river and expected
an easy river journey down to the Pacific Ocean. What
they found was the Rocky Mountains!
There was no northwest water passage as previously
thought. After 15 months journeying upstream,
everything had to change, and the team had to adapt
in order to move into (literally) uncharted territory.
Central to their success was that the leadership had
to adapt as the team faced unprecedented change in
their approach.
So what is Transformational Leadership? For
Bolsinger, Christian leadership needs a re-orientation.
In a Christendom world, speaking was leading, but
in the post-Christendom world we find ourselves in,
leadership is multi-dimensional: apostolic, relational
and adaptive. Therefore, leadership in uncharted
territory means:

● it is an essential way of being and involves
transformation.
● It is expressed in behaviours – actions,
relationships and responsibility.
● it is developed – learned in the doing and by
reflecting on the doing.
Bolsinger defines transformational leadership as:
‘Leadership is organising a community of people
toward their own transformation in order to
accomplish a shared mission in the face of a changing
world’.
Leadership in uncharted territory is challenging:
‘Leadership into uncharted territory requires and
results in transformation of the whole organisation,
starting with the leaders’.
As a diocese we are being called to change, adapt,
and be transformed for mission. Over the coming year,
Canoeing the Mountains will be a valuable resource to
work through together, so that we can face the needs
of our changing world with the good news of the
Gospel.
Graham O’Brien – Ministry Education Co-ordinator.
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Getting to know the new vicar of Richmond
Parish, Rev Stephen Hooper and his wife
Robyn McLeary-Hooper
Stephen was born and educated in Ashburton. As an
18 year-old studying law at Canterbury University the
question was posed: ‘Is there a higher law above case
law and statutes?’ This question was the intellectual
trigger point that took Stephen back to church.
He went on to work as a lawyer for Chapman and
Tripp in Wellington, where a year later he qualified as a
Barrister and Solicitor. After a couple of years he moved
to Tauranga where he met Robyn. They married and
moved to Perth during the Alan Bond, America’s Cup
days. Times were not easy.
After a year Robyn decided to study psychology
so it was back to New Zealand (Hamilton) where
Robyn pursued her studies and graduated PhD in
Educational Psychology. She now works in the Ministry
of Education in Nelson as a senior manager.
With the new Employment Contract Act in 1991,
Act Stephen worked as an employment lawyer. He
became increasingly involved in conflict resolution
and mediation as a lawyer and as part of the Faculty of
Law at Waikato University which offered a compulsory
dispute resolution course as part of the degree.
He developed an interest in cross-cultural and
international peace-building. This opened an
opportunity to work with World Vision in a threemonth role in East Timor, where he found himself
working in a very complex situation.
This experience however got him ‘hooked’. He
left Waikato University and joined the Employment
Mediation Service, becoming the New Zealand Chief
Mediator. In 2004 he was invited by World Vision to the
The Witness • Page 14

Middle East to continue working in industrial relations
and conflict resolution. Over the following 15 years his
work took him to numerous countries from Eastern
Europe to the Middle East. The work was long, intense
and often dangerous.
In Cyprus in 2010, through a recurring dream, God
called him to ministry. He shared this with his AOG
pastor who told him to fast and pray. The answer was
a clear call to return to the church of his youth (the
Anglican Church). Stephen contacted the church in
Brisbane half expecting them to tell him to get lost,
instead they said ‘yes’.
In 2011 he went to St Francis Theological College
and worked in children/youth ministry and with World
Vision. In 2015 he went full time in Coomera (Gold
Coast), and Sunnybank in 2017, and Richmond since
November 2019.
Stephen’s parents live in Waikanae and Robyn’s
parents live in Brisbane. Their eldest son Oliver is
working in Australia and still figuring out his direction,
and Jordan is here having a gap year before heading
off to study Performing Arts/Math. Tragically, Stephen
and Robyn’s son Isaac died in 2011 aged 17.
Stephen is overjoyed to be back home in New
Zealand after 16 year overseas and is excited by the
prospect of working with the wonderful people in
Richmond Anglican and the surrounding community.
As Stephen begins this new season, he is conscious
of Jesus words ‘much will be demanded from everyone
who has been given much, and from the one who has
been entrusted with much, even more will be asked’.
His hope is that his experiences overseas will inform
and enhance his role in Richmond.
David Hollingsworth – Bishop’s Chaplain

Richmond Parish Community Centre
The successful Cathedral
Flower Festival with over
70 arrangements and a
full length ‘floral carpet’.

Official opening by Bishop Steve with A song from the Tongan church.
local MP and community and church
represented.

Bishop Steve and Watiri’s visit to Cobden-Runanga Parish
A new entrance for Reefton
Church.

Anne-Marie Douglas, Pauline Stengs
and Watiri.

Barry Smithson, Bishop Steve, Watiri,
and Ven Tim Mora.
A few of the Mission Order of
St Paul members exploring a
new piece of land in Atawhai.

The Shed end of year ball, Greymouth.
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Reflection
The journey to the Cross
A few Easters ago I had a potential sermon running
around in my head: ‘Christ is Risen, so what?’ What
difference does the resurrection make in us anymore?
Are our lives still being changed and conformed into
the stature of Christ? Are people being drawn to the
difference in us, and if not, why not? Has the message
of the Cross become ho hum, jaded? After all, how
many times have we traced Christ’s journey to the cross
and beyond? Has familiarity with the account dulled us
to the life changing significance of what was wrought
once for all on the cross?
Each time we journey to the cross we do so knowing
the end from the beginning, unlike the first disciples
who during those turbulent times had their lives
intensely excited, disturbed and confused. When they
questioned Jesus for meaning and assurance it was like
he answered them in riddles.
We no longer have that sense of urgency or need to
understand apparent riddles – instead our challenge
is to recapture the freshness and significance of
the first time the ‘scales fell from our eyes’ and we
comprehended something of God’s love for us
expressed through the cross.
The title of a book has always stuck in my mind:
‘Meeting Jesus again for the first time’ by Marcus J
Borg. His wife joked that despite being a theologian for
decades, “He’s been looking for Jesus all his life.”
I am excited by the thought that Jesus really can get
under one’s skin and create a lifelong passion to know
him more and more – where familiar storylines still
bring fresh insights and excite the soul. We have ready
access to Christian writers and come across passages
that stop us in our tracks.
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One such example for me comes from John
Pritchard’s brilliant book: ‘Living Jesus’ where he quotes
a blogger writing about being a Christian:
“The more I try to understand what Jesus was really
all about, the more he has the audacity to come into
my life and totally screw it up. He makes me think
about every dollar I spend – who is benefitting from it
and how? He makes me reflect on the kind of car I drive
and how it affects God’s creation. He challenges me
to make my children into risk-taking disciples, instead
of neat, middle-class carbon copies of myself. He asks
me to go to places where I am uncomfortable, and to
invite people into my house when I’d much rather have
a quiet night alone. He intrudes on my free time and
tells me to invest it in things that matter to him. He
tells me that the politics that seemingly support my
interests aren’t necessarily the ones that support his...
Jesus is taking every priority and ambition that I ever
held and, without so much as asking, turning it over
like he did the tables in the temple. I guess it’s Jesus’
prerogative to do all that. Once we’ve said yes, we have
to follow and take the knocks. I still duck and weave
to avoid the sharpest challenges to my values and
lifestyle. But I’ll never shake Jesus off. Indeed, I don’t
want to. Jesus is a personal obsession.”
No hint of ‘ho hum’ or ‘so what’ in this blog. Jesus has
gotten under his skin and he is alive to all possibilities
in Christ. Jesus tells us to take up our cross and follow.
Perhaps if we also make him our personal obsession
the journey will come alive for us in new ways and we
will see and appreciate the cross ‘again as if for the first
time’.
David Hollingsworth – Bishop’s Chaplain

