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Discipleship that changes the world

Easter faith
Greetings everyone,
Our first edition The Witness for this year is just before Easter. Although
there are no articles specifically reflecting on the profound events of Easter
and our belief in Jesus, there are stories of people who have been inspired
and empowered by our ‘Easter faith’.
The 200 people (of all ages) who attended this year’s convergence camp
are such people – hungry to learn from Bishop Justin Duckworth on how to
live and grow as a disciple of Jesus in today’s world; a new Dean passionate
to see the Cathedral celebrating a resurrection faith; a family passing on
the faith to each other across the generations; people who are willing
to step out and serve Jesus in his mission to our communities and in his
world.
Two thousand years ago, Good Friday was hardly ‘good’! The hopes and
expectations of the followers of Jesus seemed to have died on the cross.
It’s difficult to begin to imagine their level of despair and grief. Although
Jesus had warned them several times that this would happen, they didn’t
understand (or maybe didn’t want to understand). But on the third day the
world was turned upside down – the impossible became the reality. And
their responses were totally understandable: doubt, bewilderment, fear.
Over the next weeks, one by one, they were transformed into disciples of a
risen Saviour, and they changed the world.
It is this same Easter faith that is found in all the pages of this Witness –
stories of people of faith who are willing to devote their lives to serve a God
who lives.
With every blessing...
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Checking in with the new Dean
We are delighted to welcome Mike and Patsy Hawke
(above) to the Nelson Diocese. I took the opportunity to
ask Mike to share a bit about himself and his hopes for
this new ministry at the Cathedral.
Tell us a bit about your life and ministry over the years
with your wife Patsy.
Patsy and I grew up at St John’s Church Woolston
(in Christchurch) doing a fair bit of our courting in
the back rows of the choir! I taught at Freyberg High
School while Patsy went primary school teaching.
We both trained at Canterbury University, then after
we were married we moved to Palmerston North. We
attended All Saints Palmerston North, which gave us a
wider picture of the Anglican Church. While there our
first child Peter was born, and I was also accepted for
ordination training through the Christchurch Diocese.
I enjoyed playing cricket for Manawatu and Central
Districts while living in Palmerston North.
At St John’s College (where I completed my
theological training) we shared blocks of flats with
a number of clergy couples, including Kelvin and
Clemency Wright, Peter and Madeliene Hurricks, and
Alan and Joy Wasley. Our second child, Elizabeth, was
born while we were at St John’s. I loved it at St John’s,
especially the cricket, volleyball and tennis. I played
representative cricket for South Canterbury.
My curacy was St John’s Highfield Timaru, where
John Neal was Vicar, then we moved to Temuka where
I was vicar and while there our third child, Sarah, was
born. In 1988 I became Vicar of Avonhead, a position
I held for 23 years. During that time the church grew
significantly and we were able to build a new large
church.
The last six years have been some of the most
enjoyable for me in ministry in my role as Church
Support officer for Anglican Missions Board.
Who has encouraged and mentored you?
There have been many amazing people, from my
days as a curate in Highfield with John Neal and Wilf
Bradley, to the long association I have had with Dr Bob
Robinson. Don Battely through his role in Anglican

Renewal Ministries was also an inspiration.
Murray Robertson (of Spreydon Baptist) led a ‘Holy
Club’ for leaders of churches in Christchurch which was
a huge source of inspiration and support.
There have also been some amazing parishioners,
such as the Kimberleys in Palmerston North and at St
Christopher’s the Butlers, who were deeply involved in
the Renewal Ministry. Their ministry included leading
a home group and prayer ministry. Bill Hybells from
Willow Creek Chicago and Dr John Ortberg have also
inspired me.
When in South Canterbury we were part of a group
of younger clergy, including Richard and Hilary, and
this was also a source of encouragement. During my
time at St Christopher’s I was also part of what we
called the ‘400 Club’, which was a group of Anglican
clergy leading larger churches around New Zealand.
Tell us what is in your heart for the Cathedral.
One of the great attractions of the position was that
I would be working alongside Bishop Richard, a longtime friend and colleague.
I have a heart to see the cathedral as a place of
worship that is deeply connected to the city. I am
excited about the relationship that the cathedral has
with the city, and am looking forward to enhancing
this further. I also see the cathedral as the ‘mother
church’ of the diocese; a place where all Anglicans can
feel they belong.
When my spiritual director asked me about my
hopes for the cathedral, I found myself saying I want
the cathedral to be exciting, functioning and God
honouring.
The role of Dean is a busy one and I value Patsy as
my wife of 41 years and supporter in ministry. Patsy
was music and service co-ordinator for some years at
Avonhead and until moving to Nelson was teaching at
Emmanuel Christian School in Christchurch.
It’s great to have you both in the diocese and we are
really looking forward to the years ahead.
Hilary Ellena
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Messy dreams at Cobden

To be a disciple is all about a full-on commitment to
the living God, but today in a very secular and selfcentered society that idea struggles to gain much
traction. We are becoming increasingly irreligious as a
society and are drifting down the Engels scale in terms
of our understanding of the Christian faith.
What’s more our church members swim in that same
ocean of secularism and we the Church haven’t done
the best of jobs of teaching our members to stand with
confidence in their faith in this world. Consequently
even where our people have friendships with those
in the world it is rare that the conversation enters the
realm of spiritual matters and eternal destiny. So what
do we do?
In the Parish of Cobden-Runanga we know that
seeing people come to faith has to start with
relationships and we have to find a safe place where
our people can connect with others in an environment
where to talk about spiritual things seems natural.
So four years ago we started experimenting with
Messy Church. It’s been a work in progress. The model
has changed several times over those four years. We’ve
moved locations and we’ve spent $70,000 renewing
the kitchen, carpeting the church and replacing the
pews with comfy chairs because we are committed to
making it work.
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We now have a core group of people coming
regularly from the community, with whom we are
building ever deepening relationships. This year we
feel we are at the point where we can invite some of
them along to the Global Alpha initiative, starting in
May. We’re also looking at Alpha parenting and other
courses.
We see these courses as the next step in
engaging folk coming to Messy church with deeper
conversations about faith. My hope is this year we
will see some of these people making informed
commitments to Christ.
We are looking forward to the challenge of helping
these new folk become a part of the church, teaching
them what it means to be and to live as a Christian. Our
Ministry Committee will be looking at some kind of
discipleship programme leading to baptism, resulting
in a relationship with God that hopefully will grow ever
deeper over time with the help of the Holy Spirit.
That’s why I titled this article Messy Dreams at
Cobden, because it’s very much a dream of possibilities
rather than reality yet but the signs are looking good.
Ask me how it went in a year’s time.
Tim Mora – Vicar of Cobden-Runanga

Community Partnerships in Richmond
So... what does it look like to ‘love your neighbour as
yourself’? Church on the Hill in Richmond is trying to
figure that out.
That process is fairly messy. Some things work well;
others turn to custard. The best efforts are where we
engage in genuine partnership. People seem open to
the gospel when they see it lived out on the ground.
Maybe Jesus was right when he said ‘anyone who is not
against us is for us’ (Mark 9:40)
Over recent years our ‘failures’ include a budget
advice service. We partnered with Wakefield and
Waimea parishes but still it wasn’t a go-er. We’ve tried
Messy Church and that worked well. In December four
adults and seven children from outside our church
came. They loved it. The trouble is we can’t get a leader
to run this potential-filled ministry (maybe we need to
knock our usual Sunday morning service on the head
and run Messy Church instead).
Lunch on the Hill is working well. Twice a month,
community and church members gather for
nourishment: food, friendship and spiritual input.
All the helpers pray beforehand and a short gospel
message is shared before grace. Over time the helpers
from the wider community have joined us in prayer. We
plan to run an Alpha Course later in the year knowing
we’ve established a safe place to ask questions about
life and faith.
Seniors Seminars called Ticking the Boxes are
held monthly, in partnership with other Anglican
churches. The seminars enable seniors from the
wider community and churches to live well. Topics
include Staying in Your Home, Life Stories and Funeral
Planning, and we take turns providing a venue. A
light lunch is first; fellowship works best over kai! A

community speaker comes next, followed by a God
Spot. We share the hope that is in us, and give a
take-home Christian message to ponder – maybe a
bookmark or something similar.
Both of the previous ministries happen on church
property. We also partner with Age Concern NelsonTasman out in the community. Together we try to meet
the needs of local folk who may be socially isolated,
through the weekly Tea and Talk.
At the Senior Citizens Clubrooms every Wednesday
morning, a couple of people from Church on the
Hill and a couple from Age Concern provide a
warm welcome. Kai again – a cuppa and a scone.
Occasionally there’s a guest speaker or some other
activity. It’s early days. Currently we can’t provide
transport for those who need it. Let’s see what God
does here!
Another partnership is with Richmond Primary
School. Tim Brenton, the School Principal, comments,
“Susan is our school chaplain, providing very positive
support for many of our tamariki and whānau.
“As neighbours we help each other out frequently
in terms of sharing carparks, grounds, facilities and
resources. It is very much a mutually supportive
neighbourly relationship which we greatly value.”
Tim is very kind and he is also right. It’s a neighbourly
relationship. Last term, a number of school parents,
teachers and board members came to a working bee
which they instigated. They cleaned up our grounds in
one morning – would’ve taken us weeks!
So what does it look like to love your neighbour as
yourself? We have more questions than answers really.
But we are giving it a shot and being loved in return.
Susan Gill – Vicar of Church on the Hill, Richmond
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Snippets from Kaikoura
The earthquake and its aftermath have continued to affect the lives of people in Kaikoura. However so many
encouraging stories have come out of difficult situations and the people want to give God the glory for what he is
doing amongst them. Here are just a couple:
On the night of the earthquake a group of young Christians from America who were there for three months with
the Care of Creation Study Programme (CCSP) were fast asleep at the old convent which they called home. One
young man was quite miraculously saved when the large chimney directly above his bed collapsed, but was held
up by a wooden beam, finally collapsing over all the beds in the room once everyone had evacuated safely.
The Kaikoura vicarage is being rented by a couple who owned a restaurant in the town. Their business was
one of those seriously affected by a drop in tourism and lack of staff. Aware of their situation the parish vestry
unanimously offered them six weeks rent-free in the vicarage.

Making a difference for the future
Bishop Derek and Alice have been richly blessed by God. They have a
wonderful extended family, many close friends and good health. They returned
to New Zealand after a fulfilling ministry in Tunisia and Egypt, with Derek
serving as a vicar in the Christchurch Diocese after which he was elected Bishop
of Nelson. After retirement, 16 years later, they were invited by the Church in
Egypt to return for a further two years.
Alice and Derek act as mentors to students of Bishopdale Theological College
and are Chaplains to both staff and students. They have recognised during their
ministry that many Christians before them have been generous in providing
bequests in the support of the work of God and his Church and have followed
their splendid example. Some years ago, they visited their solicitor and revised
their Will. In addition to providing for their family they decided to name
Bishopdale Theological College as a significant beneficiary too,
while continuing their practice as regular committed givers to
their parish church and a number of other important ministries
and organisations.
The quote of St Catherine of Sienna is so appropriate – Consider
your possessions loaned by God. Their generosity will make a
significant difference in the life and work of God’s church for years
to come, and for Alice and Derek that is vitally important.
For information about gift planning, and the various ways to make
a bequest for the work of God, speak to your vicar or contact:
Annie Fraser, Diocesan Secretary, The Anglican Centre, PO Box
100, Nelson. Ph 03 548 3124 or email: diosec@nelsonanglican.nz
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– church planting and team leadership
A dialogue with Féy and Murray Cotter, our Diocesan CMS missionaries
As you reflect on the past six years and comparing
it with your previous six years in Albania, what has
changed?
Our main focus during our 12 years in Albania has
been on church planting and over the past 20 years we
have seen a gradual shift from missionaries taking the
initiative and leading most of the work, to Albanians
taking the initiative and leading most of the work. The
missionaries more often than not have a supporting
and mentoring role with Albanian leaders.
What is the most common way for someone in Albania
to become a Christian?
Many of the Christians we know became Christians
through the witness of other family members, and
surprisingly many of the first Christians in a family
came to faith through children’s programmes and
ministry.
How does a new Christian become part of a
worshipping community?
In the same way as in New Zealand. Developing
relationships with other Christians and being discipled
by them. When someone gets to the point of being a
disciple who can then make their own disciples, they
have usually become an integral member of their
Christian community.
How much freedom is there to live a Christian life in the
current cultural/spiritual climate?
The Albanian government is proud of the fact that
they are religiously tolerant and there is complete
freedom for anyone to become Christians (or Muslims
etc). However, committed Muslim families are not
tolerant at all and some nominal Muslim families,
especially those from more traditional village families,
are not so tolerant of their family members becoming
Christians.
Féy, as you work with missionaries from differing

organisations and cultures, what are the pre-requisite
values/ethics that these new people need, to work and
build loving relationships with other cross cultural
workers and with the people with whom they serve?
All missionaries need to have a good understanding
of their own cultural backgrounds, and how they
differ from the cultural backgrounds of those they
are working with. To understand our own, and other
cultural backgrounds we need to be able to articulate
not only the visible things we see in cultures such as
practices, symbols, rituals, heroes and language, but
also the less visible aspects such as the influence of
history and foundational myths, and the underlying
values of a culture.
Looking at both stints in Albania 1996–2002 and 2011–
2017, what have you both found to be the most growing
experience for you in your own Christian walk?
Reading our Bibles on a regular basis continues to
have a profound influence on our lives.
This and approaching life with the attitude that we
are learners has enabled us to continually grow in our
Christian walk.
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Convergence Diocesan Camp 2017 –
Bethany Park, Kaiteriteri

Staying
Salty...
Being
intentional
for the Lord
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This year’s diocesan camp ‘Convergence’ had the
greatest number of people attending since it began
in 2014. There was a buzz in the air and rain on Friday
did not dampen people’s enthusiasm – although it
must be said that some (Bishop Richard and Hilary to
name two) opted for a caravan instead of their usual
tent. All the kids and youth were well catered for in
their programmes and Bishop Justin of the Wellington
Diocese gave everyone food for thought as he spoke
of ‘Intentional Christian Living and Staying Salty for the
Lord’
Friday night was simply a humorous interview but
done in a way that enabled everyone to glimpse the
honesty that would be given us over the weekend.
On Saturday morning, for example, he introduced us
to one of his favourite passages, Hebrews 11:13-16, ‘a
roll call of faith’.
He believes this passage describes an ‘intentional’
faith which he then teased out as being faith lived
‘in-tension’. Bishop Justin said his wife Jenny likes to
compare a life of faith to jumping on a trampoline –
bouncing on the tension. He is deeply concerned that
we have lost the battle for faith by trying to reduce it
to one and a half hours in church on a Sunday because
of the busyness of people’s lives. Authentic faith is
bringing all of our lives under the Lordship of Christ
and living ‘in-tension-al’ lives caught between the ‘now
and the not-yet’.
He encouraged us to consider four areas of our lives
that must be redeemed.
Home: ‘For most of us our homes are ‘castles’ or
‘hotels’, either a haven with a moat around us or a hotel
where we drop our bags and head out’.
‘I worked out that on average I spend 12 hour a day
at home, this therefore is my primary place of mission.’
For Justin, this means that it is a place of hospitality. We
need to be intentional inviting people for a meal who
wouldn’t normally be invited anywhere. ‘If everyone in
the church did this, revival would break out’.
Family: ‘I’ve heard so many people say that they have
got the biblical order in their lives – God first, then
spouse, then family, then ministry. This is not so. The
biblical model is God first and then everything else in
obedience to that!’
He encouraged us to consider that we are a people
called to mission and that if we are faithful to God’s call

and place ourselves in his will, he will look after our
families.
Job and Career: We need to decide if this is part of
God’s kingdom in our lives and how these vocational
hours can be lived for Christ; they must never be a
separate part of our lives, cut off from our Christian
walk. He told some amazing stories about friends
who chose to reclaim their work places – and the
unexpected response of their employers.
Recreation: ‘We recreate too much! We live in a
culture where we spend too much time in recreation.
Our recreation is meant to refresh us for our work.’
Justin feels ‘Most of us can’t wait to get away from work
to recreate.’
Turning back to Hebrews 11 and its list of faith
heroes, Justin said, ‘we are like a John the Baptist
generation; living out something which we will never

see in our lifetime. These early faith heroes – Abel,
Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Sarah, Joseph,
Rahab and so many more, lived their lives trusting that
God would be faithful. Yet they would never see the
fulfilment.’
Justin and Jenny looked around and saw a Church in
retreat and decline. They were tired of seeing churches
closed and felt that God was clearly asking them, like
these heroes of faith, to:
● Step out in faith.
● Start living as though they believed it would
happen.
● Live in community with those willing to journey
with us.
● Overcome incredible difficulties.
He then left us with a question and a challenge: “Will
you stay until reinforcements come? It is your choice.”
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Learning and growing as Christian families...
We asked Stephanie Ham from Nativity Parish
Blenheim if her family would tell some of their story
across the generations, of living life the Christian
way. Her hope was that we weren’t looking for a
‘perfect family’ and with that assurance she and her
mother Sheena Pearson of All Saints Parish Nelson
shared these insights and personal memories with us.
Sheena (mother and grandmother): My childhood
was happy and normal until the age of nine when
I overheard my parents arguing and asked, “You’re
not getting divorced are you?” And that was it. Years
of drunkenness, deceit, infidelity, contention and
quarrelling finally destroyed the marriage of two
otherwise loving people. Approaching adulthood I
didn’t hold out much hope for a lasting relationship.
Mum had married three times, my older sister twice,
should I be any different?
In contrast, Graham’s parents were Christian. I
recall his mother, Gwen, telling how during WW2 she
prayed Ted would never have to kill anyone, also that
they prayed daily for their children’s marriages. God
answered. Today their five children have been happily
married 230 years collectively; quite a contrast to my
family history.
Graham and I met in my late sweet sixteen’s. Before
Easter 1967, I teasingly asked if he was going to buy
me an Easter egg. He replied, “No, after paying for
Easter camp I don’t have enough money.” Thinking he
was joking, I waited for the egg which never came Graham was honest! I gave my heart to the Lord that
weekend.
Years later, with four young children, financial and
life worries, and no family in NZ to turn to, we chose
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Back: Elliot, Chauntelle, Stephanie, Mark, Sheena.
Front: Cousin Jessica, Alleisha, Graham, and Dillon.
older and wiser Christian mentors to guide us in our
parenting. They helped us anticipate what our children
might need and prepare for it and counselled us
through our own rough patches. All Saints Church,
Nelson became our spiritual home and still is.
Honesty, obedience, respect for God’s Word and for
others were principles Graham and I wanted to impress
upon our children, along with gratitude, faithfulness
and transparency in relationships. We kept alert to
the readiness of our children to accept Jesus as their
Saviour. We included them in our praying, believing
that God heard and spoke to them as much as to us.
We initiated a ‘blessings board’ to record the many
answers we received from God. And we chose to see
things his way.
Together we cleaned the church regularly; with
pocket money the kids learned tithing, spending and
saving; we promoted group outings and inclusion of
others over couple dating; and when our boys became
teens we cooked huge roast meals on Saturday nights
in case they were experimenting with drinking.
Does this all sound serious and intentional? It was.
But through it all rang so much laughter, hugs, singing,
silly dinner table jokes, water fights, celebrations,
gathering manure for the garden, wood for the fire,
swimming then warming up as we toasted damper
on sticks over fires, drizzling them with golden syrup
before devouring.
As each one married we prayed that God would
make of them a new generation, taking the best
lessons from the past and creating their own intentions
for living. Now, being blessed with wonderful
grandchildren, we wanted a way to express values that
all our families could agree upon. Today our kitchen
door boasts a fabulous word collage that just about
sums it up - that and serving God with all our hearts.

...across three generations
Stephanie (daughter and mother): Mark and
I strongly uphold the value of friendship within
the family and between siblings. Playing together,
unburdening our souls to each other, sharing the ups
and downs of our days and relationships at school and
work. We talk over afternoon tea, around the dinner
table, one-on-one when running errands, etc. We
encourage listening so as to actually hear each other,
get to the root of problems and find solutions together.
We don’t just say sorry, we forgive. Showing respect,
being transparent, honest and forgiving – these are
important values to us.
Another value we hold dear is the authority of the
Word of God in our lives. Those few times I crawled
out of bed early in the morning to find my dad in his
habitual practice of studying the Word before starting
his day left a huge impression on me as a kid. The
older and more practiced I got, the better I became
at building a similar habit. In fact it was Psalm 1 that
influenced our decision to home-school our children in
their early years. We wanted our children to be blessed
right from the start, so we refused to have people who
scoffed at our beliefs having influence in their lives.
We resolved early to live on one income so that our
children could be cared for and taught at home.
Chauntelle and Dillon (children): When Chauntelle,
our eldest, turned 13 and wanted to attend college,
we were sceptical but sought the Lord. He very clearly
said yes and led us to put the other three into our local
Christian school as well. That brought a big change in
our lives and over the subsequent years we have come
face to face with the reality of life in the world for so

many young people, and the social engineering aspect
of state education.
In her early college years, Chauntelle was a magnet
for those who were hurting, down-trodden, afflicted by
demonic experiences, or self-harming. These days her
heart aches at the hurts her lesbian and transgender
friends suffer in striving to be accepted and loved
as people. With each new friend and situation I have
wrestled with God through prayer and Bible study, and
come to understand that my natural tendency is to be
a Pharisee, where her natural tendency is to be Jesus,
sitting and eating with those of whom Pharisees would
disapprove. So my prayer is that her kindness will lead
them to repentance, as Christ led me, and that I can be
more like Jesus towards all people.
Likewise Dillon’s choice of friends in college has
challenged us to be more missional in our home
life. Dillon is quieter than his big sister, but he has
a very similar heart and expresses it in his care for
fellow students with physical disabilities and learning
difficulties. One such young man in particular has
found such acceptance in Dillon’s friendship that they
are practically brothers, spending weekends at each
other’s houses. It is this friendship that has recently
presented us with the opportunity to regularly offer his
mother some much needed respite care, challenging
our ‘busyness’ versus being missional in our home.
A window into how one family are journeying together
in the footsteps of Jesus. We hope that you and your
family have been encouraged by their story and inspired
within your own situation.

locally owned and operated
phone 03 546 5700 24hrs • www.shoneandshirley.com
164 Tahunanui Drive, Nelson
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Called to live holy lives
What is holiness? Definitions of holiness include the
idea that God as Creator differs from creation. He is
entirely other, separate and in a league of his own.
God’s holiness is awe-inspiring and far too great
for mortals to bear. It is sometimes referred to by the
mystical phrase the glory of the Lord. Moses has to be
hidden in the cleft of a rock whilst God’s glory passes
by. In his vision, Isaiah records that even Seraphim
cover their faces from his overwhelming glory and cry
out ‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts’.
In the Bible, theophanies (sensory manifestations
of God) are completely awe-inspiring. They evoke
journeys of transformation or ‘leaving Egypt’ to use a
biblical image. Consider how Moses was transformed
after encountering God in the burning bush and how
Paul was changed on the road to Damascus.
God’s holiness evokes profound reverence. Many
of us, like David, experience a sense of awe when we
look at the night sky and the words ‘what is man that
you are mindful of him’ deeply resonate with us. In the
Bible, deep reverence is called the ‘fear of the Lord’ and
is significant, as it is considered to be the beginning of
wisdom.
God’s holiness encompasses wholeness, perfection,
moral integrity and goodness. Jesus said ‘Only God is
truly good’. In his vision of God, Isaiah is overwhelmed
by God’s goodness and his own contrasting sinfulness
and he declares himself to be a ‘man of unclean lips’.
God’s holiness is beautiful. We are called to worship
God in the ‘splendour of his holiness’. David writes, ‘One
thing I ask from the Lord... that I may dwell in the house
of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty
of the Lord and to seek him in his temple’. Worship is a
natural response to God’s holiness.
In the Old Testament we read of God calling his
people into a covenant relationship. They are to be
holy, for God is holy. They are to dedicate themselves
to God and be his own. They are to reveal the goodness
of God’s character and live with integrity. Holiness is
to permeate every aspect of their lives, the sacred and
secular. They are to be obedient to God’s laws and be
‘a kingdom of priests and a holy nation’ through which
the entire world is to be blessed.
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Christ emphasises
this same calling
on our lives when
he inspires us to
be flavoursome
salt and light in
the world. We are
to follow Christ’s
summary of the
law in the two
commandments;
‘Love the Lord your
God with all you
heart and with all
your soul and with
all your strength and with all your mind’, and ‘Love
your neighbour as yourself’. Paul calls us to be Christ’s
ambassadors in the world.
In holding up a coin Jesus said, ‘Give back to Caesar
what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s’. We are to
give ourselves to the one whose image we bear. This
is the beginning of our transformation. In Leviticus
we read ‘I am the Lord, who makes you holy’. God’s
presence is a prerequisite for holiness.
The story of Eden is a story of a lost garden. The story
of the gospels is the story of a garden regained. After
the Resurrection, there is a theophany so humble that
Mary Magdalene, the first to see Christ, mistakes him
for a gardener. Perhaps there is truth in the mistaken
identity?
In the process of my own transformation, I am aware
of times of banishing the gardener from my garden.
I need to surrender my entire garden for change to
take place. This is not always comfortable, especially
when it comes to de-heading and pruning. However,
my garden must be tended if I am to bear the fruit of
holiness.
Wouldn’t it be great, if we could hear Christ say,
‘Consider the lilies, how they grow... I tell you, even
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of
these, in a new context, the garden of our souls?
Jenny Patterson – Librarian at Bishopdale
Theological College

The second Bishop of Nelson – a man who
lived God’s mission
Andrew Burn Suter was the bishop of Nelson for 25
years – a reasonable time to implant and nurture the
evangelical character of the Nelson Anglican Diocese.
His legacy was firstly a pattern of remarkable church
planting, and secondly, the formation of the diocese’s
own theological college, Bishopdale College (actually
also the dream of his predecessor Bishop Edmund
Hobhouse).
His name alone shows the strong evangelical
setting he was raised in. His mother’s father, MajorGeneral Andrew Burn, was closely associated with the
evangelical movement in England.
The young curate who started an open-air service
in the heart of London and preached from the steps
of the Royal Exchange (perhaps on the evils of the
love of money?) would one day preach the gospel to
hardened miners on the remote Mt Arthur Tablelands.
According to the writer of his obituary in the Church
Recorder (forerunner of The Witness) the Bishop’s
sermons were devoted ‘to the one object of saving
those who heard them’. They were ‘specimens not so
much of oratory as plainness of speech’.
On being offered the bishopric he wrote a rare
personal note in his diary: ‘May my soul be daily
penetrated with a deep sense of this, my awful
responsibility’.
There were eight clergy at work in the diocese when
he arrived in Nelson in 1867 accompanied by four new
clergy, including his successor as bishop Charles Mules.
The number of clergy trebled during his 25 years as
bishop.
As vicar at All Saints, New Town, London he had
acquired a proven track record in growing a church.
The congregation of ‘a dozen or two’ grew to 500 while

the Sunday School mushroomed from 100 to 450
‘scholars’.
No doubt his hard work, leadership and character
contributed to the phenomenal church planting that
occurred during his tenure in Nelson.
When Suter began ‘the awful responsibility’ in 1867
there were only 10 churches in the diocese. By 1892, a
year after he resigned due to ill-health, there were 41!
It was Bishopdale College that underpinned that
growth by providing clergy both for the diocese and
beyond. During Suter’s time, 32 students – a mix
of bank clerks, accountants, engineers, and other
occupations – passed through the college.
His interest in education (he was chair of the Nelson
Education Board) led to staunch and public advocacy
for Bibles in schools. His interest in science (he was
chair of the Philosophical Society) led him to oppose
Darwinism.
He often fell foul of the secular press over these
issues. ‘Much we have seen in his attitude to modern
thought and modern science (would) estrange many
thinking men’. Yet the same editorial acknowledged
Suter as someone who has never been known to be
‘guilty of an unkind act’.
‘A straight-forward, hard-working, God-fearing man’
said the obituary. Be that our vision today! Straightforward, hard-working and especially (as the rest
should follow) God-fearing.
The gospel is the thing, but when the messenger is
warm, sincere, gentle, hard-working and Christ-like, the
truth of life and death may well fall on more receptive
ears than otherwise.
Brandon Sparrow – Golden Bay parish

The Witness • Page 13

We hear from Tony Bennett who became part of the team at the Anglican Centre last year.
Tell us about yourself... where you were born and raised,
and what brought you and your family to NZ?
I am a member of Chartered Accountants Australia
and NZ (CAANZ) and have previously worked in varied
roles ranging from business systems consultant,
accountant in the construction industry and a stint as
an online stock market analyst. My future ambition
is to be in governance on the boards of ethical
organisations.
My wife is Carole and as a family we moved to
Auckland from Manchester UK when she was offered
a job as a special needs teacher in 2001. The plan was
to leave behind the rain, heavy traffic and built-up
housing.
We quickly realised that we had chosen the wrong
city so moved to the Nelson region in 2002. Nelson
was everything we dreamed of; beautiful weather, blue
skies, lots of open space and not much traffic. We have
been here ever since.
We hear you have a connection with the cathedral and
enjoy music?
I’m named after an American celebrity singer (Tony
Bennett) but any singing ability seems to have skipped
a generation and been inherited by our son Sam.
Our connection with the cathedral started when Sam
was offered a choir scholarship in 2006 at age 13. This
scholarship helped fuel his passion for singing and
he went on to not only sing in several choirs but also
to sing solo on National TV in both New Zealand and
Japan.
My musical ability is instead expressed through
drumming. I was the drummer at Tasman Bible Church
and also went on to teach several young members of
the congregation how to play.
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Living in a residential area meant having a drum kit
was impractical so I had to let it go. To stop me tapping
on surfaces, something that drives my co-workers mad,
Carole bought me a little kit which is on my desk. This
drives them mad in style!
Tell us about your vegetarian lifestyle
We’ve been vegetarian for about 20 years for health,
ethical and environmental reasons. We feel it is better
for us, the planet and animals. One of my drumming
pupil’s parents brought a cooked chicken as a thank
you because her son was enjoying the lessons so
much. Unfortunately I had forgotten to tell them we
are all vegetarians – our dogs loved it though!
For my recent birthday ‘shout’ at the Anglican
centre, Carole made a lovely vegetarian morning
tea of samosas, spinach and cheese quiches, lemon
cookies and chocolate chip muffins. They went down a
treat, proving that vegetarian food can be enjoyed by
everyone. So not only am I a bean counter but also a
bean eater!
What are your other interests?
I have recently achieved one of my long held dreams
and have become the proud owner of a 1997 MG
sports car (MGF)! To make the car even more special,
Carole bought me a personalised plate MGFAB (a
combination of MGF and my initials). If you see me in it,
please give me a wave.
That’s about all from me, except to say that I am really
enjoying working with the Nelson Diocesan team and
parishes as the Diocesan Accountant.
It has been great to meet many of you in the last few
months and I look forward to meeting more of you
soon. Thanks for making me feel so welcome.

Dedication of the new Port Nelson tug ‘Toia’ (meaning to
pull). Rev Franz Murback and Archdeacon Harvey Ruru.

Rev Richard Dyer (Regional Dean of
Marlborough), with Rev Victoria Askin who was
welcomed as the new Associate Priest at Spring
Creek Parish on 29 January.

Barry and Lesta Smithson at a special service for their
Golden Wedding anniversary at Cobden-Runanga parish.

Greymouth-Kumara parish confirmation and
reaffirmation of vows, Janine Boote, Stella Grigg and
Nora Graves.

Staff of BTC with new graduates at the end of 2016.
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Life animated by the Spirit
What does it look like to live life animated by the Spirit?
We think three words sum it up: Believe. Listen. Obey.
Believe – Trust God is good and wants to communicate
to us.
Listen – Recognise his words or promptings.
Obey – Go with the flow in the power of the Holy Spirit.
We see Jesus teaching this in John’s gospel. In chapter
8 Jesus has an extended conversation with some of
the Jewish religious leaders while a crowd listens in. In
verse 30 we read that many who were listening to Jesus
believed in him. Jesus then turns to these new believers
and says, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my
disciples” (John 8:31 NRSV).
In other words, anyone who is Jesus’ true followers, true
disciples must live out his words—obey them. In John 1416 Jesus repeats this several times, but he also promises
to send the Holy Spirit to help.
What follows are a few examples from our lives of how
we are learning to believe, listen and obey.
Using SOAP is a major tool for both of us to help us
hear what God is saying. This is a method of applying
the Scripture to our lives. It begins by asking the Lord to
speak to us as we read from the Bible and believing that
he will. We then write down the verse or two that stuck
out for us (S for Scripture) from the passage we read.
Then we write an Observation (O) about the passage –
what is its context, how it fits into the rest of scripture,
questions we might have, etc. After that comes a key
part – Application (A). We write how this applies to us
personally. Finally, we write a short Prayer (P) asking God
to help us with that application.
Recognizing what God is saying to us from his written
word is not enough; we must also obey it. That is why
Marge does her SOAP with a few others at 7am at a
local coffee shop, several mornings a week. They share
their SOAPs with one another, and hold each other
accountable to their applications.

We also recognise that God communicates with us
through thoughts that pop into our minds during times
of prayer or ministry or quite out of the blue.
For Robin this is particularly so in the ministry of
Healing of Memories. Robin believes that as he listens to
and asks questions of a ‘client’ the Holy Spirit will show
him the key areas from the person’s past in need of
healing. Discovering that the Spirit really does prompt
him is faith building. It helps grow his confidence and
trust in the Lord.
The next step of Healing of Memories ministry is
praying with the client believing that the Lord will reveal
himself to them to help the person be able to forgive and
bless those who caused the hurt. Frequently his client
needs to also receive forgiveness from Jesus to overcome
feelings of guilt from the past. As the person pictures
Jesus on the cross, they have a spiritual encounter
with Jesus that is very deep, emotionally moving and
profound. Witnessing the transformation of people who
go through this process, builds Robin’s faith in trusting
the work of the Spirit.
We both find that thoughts pop into our heads from
time to time to contact someone, say something in
particular, not to say something that is on the tip of our
tongues, or to do something specific. Often, when we
obey, it proves to be just the right thing to do. Sometimes
we don’t obey the promptings and have to work through
the consequences which can also be valuable lessons in
walking in the Spirit. As we grow in believing, listening
and obeying, we find ourselves gaining confidence to
take some unusual risks when prompted.
Life animated by the Spirit is life changing, exciting and
challenging. It sure makes life worthwhile.
Marge Tefft and Robin Kingston
– Greymouth and Kumara Parish

CAMERON GIBSON & WELLS LTD
CONSULTING CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS

26 NILE STREET NELSON
PH:(03) 548 8259 FAX: (03) 546 8412
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