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Water... the stuff of life

Water? Why?
It certainly seems a strange theme to have for the
diocesan magazine this time – the theme ‘water’.
But it becomes quickly clear that the image of water is a
very common and strategic one within scripture. It’s there at
the beginning of the book of Genesis and again at the end
of Revelation (as Brandon Sparrow reflects on in his ‘Word
for Today).
Streams of living waters were the symbol of a renewed
life and the water of baptism is a key element in Christian
initiation. Jesus himself referred to living water that would
quench every thirst.
The Bible also has references to still waters, healing
waters, deep waters, flood waters, sea waters, lake waters,
Jordan waters etc.
So we are focusing this issue around the theme of water
but I couldn’t resist the opportunity to also reflect on the
ownership of water that seems to be rather a controversial
issue here in Aotearoa / New Zealand right at the moment.
With every blessing
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● Rev Chris Donaldson will be inducted
as Vicar of Havelock and the Sounds on
Thursday December 13 at 7pm. We warmly
welcome Chris and Susan to the diocese.
● BTC Graduation ceremony at the Cathedral
on Friday December 14 at 7pm.
● Christmas Tree Festival at the cathedral –
festival from December 4-20 with late nights
17, 18, 19 December (to 8pm).
● Rev Yvonne McLean has been appointed
Chaplain to Nelson Hospital. Yvonne has
been Associate Priest at Nelson Cathedral
since 2005. Yvonne finishes at the cathedral
on Christmas Day and commences as
Hospital Chaplain in February.
● Regional Deanery retreat dates for 2013
– Nelson February 18-20 (Lake Rotoiti);
Marlborough March 4-6 (Lake Rotoiti);
Waimea April 9-11 (Aldourie); Mawhera May
6-8 (Hanmer).
● The Anglican Centre office will close at 5pm
on Friday December 21 and re-open on
Monday January 7 at 8.30am.

The bountiful sea

For many years we made a living from the sea as
commercial fishermen and the story in Luke 5:1-11
reminded us of the struggles fishermen have had
throughout the ages. Each day is different and the
catch never the same two days in a row, but the lure of
the sea has held us fast.
The season before last had seen a combination of
mediocre crayfish catches, poor prices and the industry
re-structuring and introducing new regulations which
added increasing financial pressures.
In the midst of that season the Kaikoura coast
was struck by a severe easterly gale which in effect
smashed all the fishing gear, nearly destroying our
livelihood and creating hardship for many families.
We plodded on into the next season and our catches
were nothing out of the ordinary, and there was no
sign that things were about to change for the better.
One day every trap came up chock-full with crayfish.
The next day was the same and so it was for five days,
then on the sixth our traps were empty. The crayfish
simply vanished.
V9: “For he was awestruck by the number of fish they
had caught, as were the others with him.”
Just like Simon Peter we were amazed. For the

remainder of our life time at sea we never experienced
this phenomenon again.
Discovering that God really cares, that he
understands our struggles and will unexpectedly and
dramatically show his deep compassion in a way we
could never have imagined was indeed a humbling
experience. Our gratitude was sincere and heartfelt.
His timing had been perfect and he lifted us up from a
financial trough to the crest of the wave which we rode
for many years.
Some mornings as we steamed north to our fishing
grounds we would watch the sun creep above the
horizon, turning the mountains from a black silhouette
to pink and white topped peaks, and marvelled at the
beauty of Gods’ creation.
On those rare moments when the ocean was like a
mill pond we enjoyed a sense of peace and tranquillity
not found ashore. Of course this never lasted for long!
The next time you enjoy those fish ‘n’ chips or a
crayfish meal, spare a thought for the fishermen who
provided the catch of the day and thank the creator for
the bounty of the sea.
Kaikoura Parish
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Freshwater biological monitoring
assists with the care of Creation
As a young lad I was inspired by articles in the
National Geographic describing Jacques Cousteau’s
expeditions. It wasn’t so much that I wanted to be a
conservationist or to save the world from pollution, but
I was just fascinated by the beauty and the variety of
living things – God’s Creation. At university, I majored
in zoology and specialised as a freshwater invertebrate
ecologist. (Freshwater invertebrates are animals like
snails, worms, caddisflies, mayflies, stoneflies, and
beetles that are aquatic for all or part of their lifecycles.)
In my first job at the Taranaki Catchment
Commission, I became interested in how biological
monitoring could be used to help manage the
health of waterways cost-effectively. I developed the
Macroinvertebrate Community Index (MCI) in 19845 for measuring the health of stony rivers. Later, I
was able to characterise the performance of the MCI
and to develop versions for soft-bottomed streams
and wetlands. I also led the preparation of a manual
of protocols for invertebrate sampling and sample
processing.
The MCI relies on the fact that different kinds of
freshwater invertebrates have different pollution
tolerances and habitat preferences. MCI scores
between one and 10 have been assigned to around
180 different kinds of freshwater invertebrates. For
example, red blood-worm midges (Chironomus) prefer
highly polluted (enriched) environments such as
oxidation ponds and score one on the MCI scale.
At the other extreme, the stonefly, Zelandoperla
scores 10 because they prefer pristine, unpolluted
environments. By collecting samples in a fine net
from a river and identifying all of the (typically) 10-30
different kinds of invertebrates that are present, one
can calculate the MCI. MCI values over 120 indicate
excellent stream health, 100 – 120 good, 80 – 100 fair,
and less than 80 poor.
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As a freshwater scientist, almost everything I do is
related in some way to the Resource Management
Act (RMA). This legislation requires consents to be
issued by regional councils for activities that affect
water resources, and that these activities must have a
‘no more than minor’ impact on the environment. The
RMA also requires each regional council to document
and manage the water resources within its region. The
MCI and the protocols that I developed play a key role
in this since they are used throughout New Zealand
by all Regional Councils (and others) for state of the
environment and consent biomonitoring.
As a Christian I am mindful of the fifth principle of
mission of the worldwide Anglican Church, which is
‘to strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and
sustain and renew the life of the earth’. This principle
does not differ appreciably from the principle of
sustainable development embodied in the RMA. As
an environmental consultant, an expert witness and
the developer of tools for assessing stream health, I’d
like to think that I have always acted with integrity in a
manner consistent with these principles – but then it’s
not really for me to judge!
As stewards of the earth’s resources we would do
well to consider the admonishment in Ezekiel 34:18.
‘Is it not enough for you to feed on the green pastures?
Must you also trample them with your feet? Is it not
enough for you to drink the pure water? Must you also
muddy it with your feet?’
Dr John Stark is a freshwater ecologist with over 30 years
experience and was the recipient of a NZ Science and
Technology Medal in 2002 for his work on the assessment
of river health using macroinvertebrates. John and his wife
Yvonne have always worked together and now run their own
environmental consultancy business and attend St Peter’s
(Atawhai-Hira) church.

Waters of baptism
It was fun to sit with Craig and Jenny Vercoe, and wee
Sophia, looking over their paddocks, as we reflected on
Sophia’s recent baptism. I wondered what would have
stuck with them from their experience.
Craig is Head Teacher at Futures Preschool and Jenny
is full time mum to Sophia. Craig’s daughter, Kendra,
comes to stay when she can. Together they are busy
developing the 10 hectares of land on which they all
live. They feed bobby calves and also keep chickens,
ducks and a pet boxer. Jenny is a regular worshipper
at Holy Trinity, Richmond and Craig supports her in
this. It’s a full on life but one they wouldn’t swap for
anything.
Baptism was very much part of Jenny’s family life and
tradition; she and her siblings were all baptised and
had a wonderful Christian upbringing in Motupiko.
Craig’s family did not have the same tradition but he
feels baptism lays a good foundation. (Kendra was
baptised at Nelson Cathedral.) Other family members
were also interested in pursuing baptism so they were
planning a real family event. What sealed it in Craig’s
mind was ‘another chance for a great feed’.
The service itself was relatively informal with two
of Sophia’s cousins also being baptised. One young
cousin, Darcy, tested the water and pronounced it too
hot so someone’s (clean) drinking bottle was quickly
commandeered! Appropriate promises were made,
with separate pledges for Mums and Dads, followed
by offers of support from godparents, wider family and
church community.
After the service, wider family and church members
all got together to enjoy a good feed. Three cakes (one
for each child baptised) were sliced and generous
portions shared for all. It was lovely to see the children

Craig and Jenny Vercoe with Kendra holding Sophie,
not long after her birth.
all playing together out in the sun afterwards – a lovely
time of fellowship for all.
Jenny found the experience more moving than she
had anticipated. During the service the family sat in
the same pew where she had prayed and prayed for a
child. It was quite emotional for her to be able to give
thanks to God for his response of blessing. Both Craig
and Jenny believe baptism gives a sense of direction
and identity for Kendra and for Sophia. Importantly this
is followed up by participating in the life and direction
of the church. Later the girls will be able to make up
their own minds.
On reflection, baptism has been an important step
for the Vercoe family. It was a great celebration, full of
meaning. The little one due to arrive in the family in a
few months will follow in the steps of the older sisters,
Kendra and Sophia. As Craig noted, “It’s all about
priorities.”
Susan Gill – Vicar, Holy Trinity Parish Richmond

Water is an essential source for life, that is why we use it for drinking,
washing, cleansing and purifying.
The water purifies us and cleanses us.
When I went through baptism, I felt a new beginning for life as the
water purified me – like someone pushing the big reset button in my life.
I feel that water is essential for us to have in our lives.
Isaac Bensemann (12) – Motueka
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From the
mouths of...

Tessa (11)

Grace (7)

Annie (9)

Isabella-Rose (10)

From Children’s Letters to God
by Eric Marshall and Stuart Hample

Thank you God for:
Christmas decorations
Christmas stockings and sacks
Toys
Yummy food and Christmas dinner
Presents
Clothes
Friends
Celebrations
Inventing the world and people so we can celebrate
Making us
Teaching us more
Being able to heal people who are sick
Bringing us closer and caring for us
Bringing everyone together
Being born in a barn to change our world
Thank you God for Jesus’ birthday
THANK YOU GOD FOR CHRISTMAS!
All Saints, Nelson – after school group
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A Christmas reflection...
Setting aside the cacophony of sights and sounds
that assail us at Christmas, let’s come to the heart of
the matter – the manger or cradle and its shadow the
cross. We can’t help but be amazed and somewhat
bewildered that God who created and sustains
everything, took flesh after our own fashion, as a
human baby.
Emmanuel – God with us in something so helpless
and dependent as a baby. Human but also divine.
Many are perhaps uncertain as to how this could be
and how this babe could become the man of the
gospels who showed humanity a different way to live
and went to a cross so that we could be forgiven and
restored.
How did this baby grow to be the man who changed
human history for ever and has had the greatest
influence of anyone in the world in the last 2,000
years? There is so little to claim in the gospel accounts
between Jesus birth and his baptism by John in the
River Jordan. It seems he grew in secret through those
childhood and early adult years. Only the incident in
the temple in Jerusalem – Luke 2: 42-52 – gives us any
clue to Jesus’ early life.
We can rest assured that God knew what he was
doing in that almost secret place as Jesus ‘returned
from Jerusalem to Nazareth with his parents and grew
both in height and wisdom and was loved by God and
by all who knew him’ Luke 2: 51-52.
God our creator does some of his finest work in

secret places; a new life being put together in a
mother’s womb; a seed under the ground germinating
into a plant; hidden springs becoming mighty rivers or
a snatch of notes in the composer’s brain evolving into
a majestic symphony. Such treasures birthed in secret
places.
And yet in our ‘must know’ generation there are
sadly few secret places left. The growing child is now
observed from all angles on a scanner; the seed is now
prodded, refined and genetically altered to produce
the best plant; dams are built and the rivers are tamed;
and the symphony is a jumble and jangle of notes
drummed out on a synthesizer.
The marvel that is Christmas, is that Jesus the son
of God came to live among us, born of a young virgin,
protected by an adoptive father, to initiate the plans
his heavenly father had to redeem a fallen people
whom he loved. Plans that had lain in secret for
centuries but whose time had come.
It is hard to get our heads around these plans as we
stand with our children and grandchildren looking
at the familiar manger scene. A scene that is mind
shattering in its simplicity, that the creator of the world
would come among us and entrust himself to those
he had created, knowing full well how it would all end.
From the cradle to the cross, the greatest sacrifice of
all that we would be reinstated and made heirs of the
Kingdom of Heaven.
Hilary Ellena
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YOUTH
wrap
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Spring Camp 2012!
This year saw a record turnout since we rebooted a few years back, with over 130 campers
participating over the weekend and having a
blast. Prayers for great weather sure made a
difference. Aside from a little rain at night, we
had two cracker days of sunshine – enough to
ensure some people could brave the ice cold lake
and get a little sunburnage. It was actually too
hot at one point.
Our guest speaker Dion Fasi and his wife Tash
brought a great series of talks on the theme ‘God
is love’ – with an encouraging response each night
– two out of three nights we had to change our
programme because the youth wanted to keep
praying and seeking God – exciting stuff.
There was an overall sense through the worship
and talks and prayer times that God was moving
and impacting young lives – we’ll look forward
to hearing some testimonies coming through soon.
Nicki Mora also spoke up a storm in the morning
sessions, as did ﬁrst time speaker Micah Did-Dell.
The ‘Bishop’s Log’ challenge was at its epic best
with a brand new champion crowned – after a
steady onslaught from challengers Waimea and
Nelson in such events as Splat Volleyball, Birdsnest,
Rollerball, Stacker, Super Slingshot, Bucket ’o’
Worms, Mini Soccer and the Air Deluxe Redux.
Marlborough reigned victorious for the ﬁrst time
ever and defenders West Coast were gracious
in defeat but vowed to return next year with a
vengeance... I’m backing Nelson, who just missed
out by a point.
At camp this year we also had a some great
workshops with special guests, times for chilling
out and relaxing, afternoon activities, gaming
and paintball with ThreeG, worship with The Shed
band (who rocked it) and City of Light, delicious
camp food, some sleep (but not a lot) and a
pretty all around fun weekend. We’re looking
forward to catching up with everyone next year
for Spring camp 13!

and in other news...
Charge Yo
Charge
Youth Leadership
Charge is a place where our youth
uth
leaders can gather each month, for
lea
r a
free feed, relevant ministry discuss
fre
ussion
ion,
ion
,
resource sharing, networking, suppor
port
t
and prayer - open to all youth leade
aders
ade
rs
and up and coming leaders as well,
, held
held
on the th
third Thursday of each month
th in
Marlborough and on the last Thursday
day
of each month in Nelson / Waimea. Th
This
is
year
yea
r we’ve
w
seen a steady number of
f yout
yout
outh
leader
ders attending and beneﬁtting from
the group, it’s been exciting to branch
out to Marlborough also and we’ll look
to keep deve
eveloping
ing this night next year.
Band Camp
Band
C
Band camp was held at Aldourie in
Brightwater just after Easter in the
school
ool holidays. It’s an event for all
young aspiring worship musos looking to
you
lead in their church or form a youth
lea
band. We had a great turnout with
over 30 people packed into the studio
for worship on the last day. Over the
weekend we held workshop
wee
hops on leading
and writing whi
which saw some of our youth
write some pretty
ty good ﬁrst time songs
and then perform / lead them with the
rest of the group – amazing stuff. We’ve
been really encour
bee
ouraged to see what’s
been happening after camp with a youth
bee
band now practicing in Marlborough and
ban
a possible
p
band happening in Nelson –
as well as the Shed band in greymouth
recording their ﬁrst and second song
and leading worship at Spring camp.
Next year we may also have people from
out of the diocese looking to attend as
well – very exciting.

Youth Ministry
The year has been a full year, kicking
off with Resurgence in February. We’ve
held Fuse youth services, attended
Big Night In’s, we’ve had youth visit
Parachute, Easter camp and Get Smart
– we’ve sent leaders away for training
experiences, assisted in supervising
interns, we’ve released an EP with City
of Light, we’ve eaten chocolate and much
more. Also encouraging has been to see
a number of new youth leaders emerging
this year and picking up the reigns of
youth ministry at their church. Some of
our groups have experienced growth, some
have also started new programmes.
Even though parts of the landscape
look encouraging and promising, with
much to celebrate in our diocese, youth
ministry in the majority of our parishes
can still be tough going. There is
certainly much work to do as we seek to
reach and raise up the next generation
for Christ but I’m hopeful of what can
be if we keep pressing into God and
waving the banner of youth ministry
ry
into 2013. Let’s keep praying for our
youth leaders and youth ministries, that
God would continue
nue to move and grow
and build and shape what we’re doing
– that we would have the tools and the
courage to reach our communities with
the gospel - and for our young people
– that they would encounter and see the
rich love of God and be drawn to live an
exciting life for the King amidst their
generation.
gen
Luke Shaw
Luk
haw – Diocesan Youth Coordinator
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Water .........I need you............................ Inside my body
Without you ..................... I die
When thirsty...................... I cry
Slip softly .............................. In my mouth
..................................................... I taste you.
Water .........Your form is best shown
..................................................... When cloud bursts
..................................................... When ice flows
..................................................... When rain drops.
Always near
..................................................... In my tears
Wash away
..................................................... Pain and fears
..................................................... Cool my skin.
Water .........You are something
..................................................... I love
You are sent
..................................................... From above
A God-given gift
..................................................... To be treasured.
Water .........I’m learning to know
Your purpose now grows
Teaching us of God’s Spirit
..................................................... Within us.

Betty relocated to Nelson from
her (now demolished) home and
church in February 2011 after
the Canterbury earthquakes.
She says the Nelson Cathedral
staff and now her parish, All
Saints, gifted Betty the help
and strength necessary to
establish roots for living in a new
environment.
“I have found a climate where
plants and flowers thrive beside
people who have consideration
for the needs of others and this
has enabled me to grow my life
again,” she says.

Betty Sinclair – October 2012
All Saints Parish, Nelson
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Water colour world
Water colour painting is a fascinating hobby. It is
poetic, demands emotion, full concentration and a
tremendous lot of consistent hard work for years. It
does not come easily! It is a well known theory that
water colour is very much harder than other media as
you only have one chance. If that first effort is ruined,
it’s into the waste paper basket with it and you start
again. And there is a lot of preparation and stages to
go through before you get to the enjoyable finishing
touches, so great care is needed at every step.
Water colour paints consist of colour pigments
bound together with water soluble gum, which is
diluted with water to be used in painting on white
paper. It’s special characteristic is its transparency,
created by leaving white paper places in a painting
or using masking fluid later to leave the white paper,
which gives a sparkle to the painting. The aim is to
have the luminosity of the white paper showing
through.
If the white paper is covered in an uncontrollable
wash, you have lost your sparkle. Washes display an
emotion; they run from one side of the paper, with lots
of water, totally out of control, and you have to fight
to master it moving the paper from side to side until
it finally settles and you finish it off with a hair dryer,
breathe a sigh of relief and prop it up against the wall,
exhausted, to admire your sky!
The art of water colour painting has been practiced

since ancient times, through post medieval Europe,
where it was mainly monochrome, until the 18th
century when it was developed to perfection by artists
such as Turner. Water colour paints are thinned with
water (oil paints are thinned with oil). Acrylics use very
little water but it can be used in a thin wash.
With water colour, you are never in full control. It is a
moody magic mistress that will keep you frustrated, yet
longing to conquer. As a medium it can lift you to the
heights of exhilaration and plunge you into the depths
of despair.
I have many hobbies but water colour painting
ranks very highly and this is inspired by my love of
mountains, bush, lakes, rivers and sea. God has given
us a glorious gift of nature and it is an unbelievable
joy to recreate it with water colour on paper, and
sometimes pull it off.
Jillian Hursthouse
Jillian is married to Miles. She has
a family history of this hobby and
started active painting about 30 years
ago. In her passion for painting she
pursues her interests of landscape,
bush and mountains and general
outdoor scenery. She attends All
Saints parish in Nelson where she
plays the organ at the 9am service.

BISHOPDALE CHAPEL
Now taking enrolments for 2013
final deadline 24 January 2013
Thinking of studying next year?
Now is the time to talk to us about what might suit you
Now offering more intensive courses
including Greek and Hebrew
Email office@bishopdale.ac.nz for a
2013 prospectus
or visit www.bishopdale.ac.nz
30 Vanguard Street, Nelson Tel 03 548 8785

A service of Holy Communion on the ﬁrst
Thursday of every month at 12.15pm
in the Bishopdale Chapel.
ALL WELCOME
Contact person:
Alec C Brown

Tel (03) 548 3644
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Whose water is it
anyway?
Who owns the water?
It is quite a controversial issue here in New Zealand with the
Government’s desire to sell off shares in some of our State-owned
enterprises (including Mighty River Power) and the legal challenge to
this sale that has been taken to the High Court by the New Zealand
Maori Council. What intrigues me is that, although successive polls
showed that a majority of the population were opposed to the ‘sell-off ’
of State owned enterprises; the Maori claim which has effectively blocked
the immediate sale of one of these enterprises has, in itself, created a
storm of protest which reflects the racial divide that lies just below the
surface in our supposedly bi-cultural nation.
While it’s not appropriate in this magazine to comment one way or the other on
the whole issue of asset sales, I do want to reflect on what lies at the heart of the Maori claim because
it is not an opportunistic attempt to make some money out of the sale but rather a fundamental
issue of the ‘ownership’ of a natural resource that lies at the very heart of their identity and, I want to
suggest, is a far more biblical attitude to these natural resources than our materialistic Western desire
to see each and every resource as an opportunity to generate profit.
Growing up as a youngster in Christchurch our family’s Christmas holidays were spent camping
beside the Selwyn River at Whitecliffs (about an hour west of Christchurch). I learned to swim in that
river. In the evening we’d wash our dishes in the river and in the morning we’d brush our teeth in the
water. There were a couple of great swimming holes and we could safely dive off the trees into the
crystal clear water. And at times the river fed us - when we caught the occasional trout or eel. Even as I
write these words the images are flooding back.
These early experiences helped me understand the huge influence of the rivers in the identity and
mana of the Maori people of South Canterbury during my years as Maori Missioner there. As Moana
Jackson* once commented, ‘every tribe has a river’. At every formal welcome in South Canterbury
mention would be made of their ‘maunga’ (mountain) – which was ‘Aoraki’ (Mount Cook) and
their ‘moana’ (river) – which was the Waitaki River (with its lakes and dams!). There was never any
suggestion of ‘ownership’ as we would understand it. The word that was far more commonly used was
‘kaitiakitanga’ which implies stewardship, openness and caring and this sits very comfortably with a
Christian world-view that sees us all as stewards of God’s creation – not exploiters.
But it was the selling of these natural assets (possibly to overseas investors) that has mobilised Maori
to ask the big questions over kaitiakitanga. One iwi spokesperson pointed out that Maori had chosen
not to assert their rights when water was used by successive governments in a way that benefitted
the national interest, but that had all changed once it was decided that selling a major share of this
resource could be a proverbial ‘pot of gold’.
But at what cost? People investing in something want to see a profit on their investment and the
Pike River report from the Royal Commission should make us stop and think about the consequences
when the guardianship of God’s natural resources goes head to head with the need for financial
return.
+Richard
* Moana Jackson is a constitutional lawyer and teaches in the Maori and Philosophy degree programme at Te Wanaga o Raukawa.
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Julie Cottle is our receptionist at the
Anglican Centre in Nelson. She and Bob
have been married for 30 years and have
three grown up children, a son-in-law and
one grandson.
Where did you grow up?
I was born in the Motueka Cottage Hospital. My
and
father was a tobacco farmer in Lower Moutere
also ran sheep, so we had lots of paddocks, trees
and a long drive that was full of daffodils in the
spring to play in.
Who are your favourite authors?
PG Wodehouse, Terry Pratchett, Dick Francis, Ann
B Ross. I like humour and whodunnits, either
separately or together. I like other books too,
of course and at home we have two bookcases
overflowing, mostly fiction, but not all. I go to the
Founders Book Fair every year and would go every
day it’s on if I could.
What book are you reading at the moment?
It’s
‘Crocodile on the Sandbank’ by Elizabeth Peters.
about a lady Egyptologist in Victorian times who
.
solved murders while excavating Egyptian tombs
It’s amazing the facts that can be picked up while
reading even frivolous fiction.
What are you most passionate about in life?
of
Well, reading of course. I feel strongly about lots
other things too though! Water conservation; the
number of children in classrooms; the importance
of the three Rs especially at primary school; media
responsibility; loud background music in

e a few.
documentaries, to name
What do you love most about your job?
come
The variety. I enjoy the seeing different people
in. I like looking up the archives for people and
reading the really old registers one minute, then
changing the ink in the franking machine the next.
And the people I work with are very nice.
What is your favourite way to relax?
Definitely reading a book (not so keen on
le,
magazines), in the sun with my feet up if possib
but anywhere will do – in bed, at the table, any
used
time I’m waiting. When I was going to school I
t
withou
now
that
do
can’t
but
bus,
the
on
read
to
feeling sick.
What living person inspires you the most?
There are several, but one of them is a lady
who used to be the lay pastor at our church in
Whangarei. She is someone who is reliable, keeps
It’s
her promises, does what’s right and without fuss.
quite hard to be like that consistently.
What is your greatest achievement in life?
as
The thing I wanted most to do was to travel overse
and so I did. I haven’t been everywhere that I would
back
have liked and there is quite a lot I’d like to go
the
to for another look, but I’m pretty satisfied with
lia
amount I did manage. There is quite a bit of Austra
that I wouldn’t mind seeing, though.
What’s a saying or motto that comes to mind,
which you (or your family) might use?
The husband of a great-aunt of mine apparently
and
used to pat her hand after every evening meal
own
say ‘Another little success, my dear’. It took my
He
husband’s fancy and for years he said that to me.
quite
still says nice things about my cooking but not
so prettily.

ARE WE
THERE YE
ET?
NEW WINE 2013
2013 FESTIVALS
F
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Who you gonna call?
Well, if you are from my generation your mind might
have sprung to the reply ‘Ghostbusters’ which was a
popular 1984 movie. Real life can be stranger than
fiction and a might scarier too at times. We live in a
time of great uncertainty when whole communities
can quickly find themselves living on the edge. Casting
our mind back over recent history we can think about
Pike River and the Canterbury earthquakes. There are
dozens of other events ranging from floods, land slips,
fire and deaths which have affected communities.
Who do you call when things get rough? In natural
disasters Civil Defence comes to mind but for some
time now they have been publicising what many had
suspected. A natural disaster will be so overwhelming
for communities that they will not be able to meet
everyone’s needs. Therefore they suggest every
household should create their own survival kits so they
can be self-sufficient for 72 hours. Have you heeded
the advice?
Then there are the police, fire and ambulance
services. They too do not have an endless supply of
resources and in a big event cannot meet all needs. I
recall the Boxing Day fires in Marlborough, sitting in
the fire truck travelling between fire fronts, thinking
this is huge and what could the church be doing to
help? The reality was, the church was already working
– many were out helping on the fire line, others were
making meals as well as providing places for people to
shelter. The church carried on after the fire providing
the community with counselling and ways it could
both reflect on the losses and make some sort of sense
with such abnormal situations. While at the same time
celebrating the efforts of the community.
Think about your own community and its traumatic
history. Was ‘the church’ able to step up and begin to
address the needs of the community with the issues
it faced? If we are honest, as an organisation we are
unfortunately not always good at doing this. Partly
because we fail to plan, educate ourselves and prepare
so we are ready to stand up in these times.
This was the subject of the trans-Tasman Rural
Conference held in Atherton in Australia, which Rev
Natasha Glenderran and I attended. The conference
theme was ‘Resilience – Building Robust Communities’
which can respond in times of natural and man-made
disasters which can drag communities through the
ringer.
How do we build ‘Resilient – Robust Communities’?
As hinted above, the first is to educate ourselves
about what disasters mean to individuals and
communities. Disasters often leave people trying
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to understand and make
sense out of something
that is abnormal to their
daily life. By learning (as a
church) simple listening
and communication skills,
we can help people process
their experiences in such
a way that they do not
become scarred and marked by the incident.
Secondly we can create a database of the skills and
resources we have in our communities, both in the
church and outside, so when help is needed we can
find and access it quickly. This could be as simple
as creating the tried and true method of telephone
ringing trees. Or it might be more sophisticated,
such as having a register of where to access gear like
sandbags and where sand can be sourced (in the
case of one flood, sand was sourced from the school
sandpit).
Thirdly and most importantly, spend time creating
healthy relationships within the church and the
community. It is these relationships which will resource
individuals and the church as a whole – to be there for
hurting people in a way that outside agencies cannot.
Because through these relationships you will know
what is appropriate and it will be taken as genuine
because they know you are there for the long haul.
I finish with a quote from the conference’s main
speaker, Dr Rev Stephen Robinson, ‘In Jesus Christ,
God chose to enter a traumatised world. Christ came
to bring blessing, healing and restoration to all
who suffer as part of a broken world. Even as Jesus
ministered in this way, he shared our trauma, died
our death and, even beyond his resurrection and
ascension recognised as the lamb that was slain (Rev
13:8). Since his earthly ministry, Christ has called many
of his followers to come beside others in a way that
exposes them to traumatic circumstances. They, like
Jesus, bear the scars, both physical and emotional, of
the encounters with pain and suffering. Christ’s hope
would be that these people do not gather these scars
for no purpose, or gather them alone.’
So as we minister with resilience as the church
community to the hurting world, may we do it in a
responsible way where we look after each not only in
the present but in the preparation and after the event.
And may we do all this through the power and the
energy that God gives us so God gets the glory. After
all he can answer all our calls.
Martin Harrison – Vicar, Waimea Parish

Advent
Advent is one of the ‘seasons’ of the church year. It
begins four Sundays before Christmas and is a way of
counting down to and preparing for the celebration
of the Lord God coming into our world as a baby. It is
a time of preparation and as such the colour for this
season is purple. So those leading services might wear
a purple stole over their alb or cassock; there may be a
purple cover on the front of the altar; and there may be
a purple decoration on the lectern or pulpit.
Each of the four Sundays usually has a particular
theme – for example Joy, Hope, Peace, Love; or a focus
on the prophets and their message of the one who is to
come – for example Isaiah, Jeremiah, Zephaniah, Micah;
or specific themes like these from the New Zealand
Prayer Book: The Coming of the Lord, The Hope of Israel,
The Forerunner, A God Near at Hand. The events of
Christmas, the way the Creator of the Universe came
among us as one of us is so amazing, astounding,
wonderful that it is essential to take time to reflect and
prepare in order to celebrate what it means for us now.
Advent gives us this special time.
Advent Wreath
This is another seasonal decoration used in many
churches. Most commonly it consists of four candles
(white/purple/pink or a combination of these) arranged
in a circle around a larger candle in the centre. Tying it
all together is a wreath made from vines and leaves –
often evergreens and sometimes including holly. One of
the outside candles is lit each Sunday in Advent; a very
visual way of counting down to Christmas. The centre
candle is the ‘Christ Candle’ and is lit on Christmas Eve
or the first service on Christmas Day.
As each candle is lit a prayer may be said or what

the candle represents may be outlined. Sometimes
each candle is linked to the theme for the Sunday or
sometimes it is linked to particular people or places that
are part of the Christmas events (eg the Prophets, Mary,
the Shepherds, Angels, John the Baptist, Bethlehem).
The Advent wreath and its candles point to the coming
of the one who is the light of the world.
Carols
The people of God have always sung songs of praise
and thanksgiving to honour God. However around
Christmas we sing some very special songs we call
‘carols’. It seems that the first specifically Christmas
hymns appeared in fourth century Rome. Later Francis
of Assisi is associated with popular Christmas songs
being written in people’s native language. There is
something distinctive about carols as opposed to
hymns. Carols have often been based on medieval
chord patterns and it is this that gives them their
uniquely characteristic musical sound. Some like Good
King Wenceslas and The Holly And The Ivy can be traced
back to the middle ages and are among the oldest
musical compositions still regularly sung.
For many people Christmas is not Christmas without
the ‘good old faithful’ carols like O Come All Ye Faithful,
While Shepherds Watched and Hark The Herald Angels
Sing. These and other ‘traditional’ carols are perhaps
the best loved, however new carols continue to be
composed. It is the fairly rapid regular beat which
distinguishes a carol from a song. The fact remains
that this unique and distinctive genre of song came
into being in order to highlight the most unique and
distinctive event in human history: God being born as a
baby and coming among us as one of us!
Wayne Thornton
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Reflections from the Bible
‘From Eden a river flowed out to water the garden, then it divided into four rivers.’
Genesis 2:10
‘The angel showed me a river that was crystal-clear, and its waters gave life. The river came from the throne
where God and the Lamb were seated.’
Revelation 22:1

Mark Twain stole a huge leaf out of God’s book when
he wrote The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. He took
the massive and meandering Mississippi and used it as
a metaphor for life itself. As Huck, the runaway white
boy, and Jim, the runaway slave, raft down the river, life
is good and sweet as long as they stay mid-stream and
uncontaminated by the humanity on either shore.
It was God himself whom Twain should rightly have
credited at the start of his book, because God came
up with this whole concept of the river as not only
representing the journey of life, but also the very
source of life itself.
God not only created the garden, he created the
means to sustain it and there was still plenty left over,
because ‘then it divided into four rivers’. This river,
starting in Genesis, covers the broad expanse of the
Scriptures and the same sustaining water is there at
the end of the journey, so to speak, in Revelation,
where the water continues to flow ‘from the throne
where God and the lamb were seated’. Wow!
God doesn’t muck about with inscrutable metaphors.
Just as Jesus uses earthy parables (the seed) God uses
this powerful reality of water to teach us that he is
the source of life and the sustainer of life, through our
journey.
Water is in our faces. Here in Collingwod the massive
Aorere River meets the sea, we have a creek on our
boundary and, as I write, the paddock is slushy mud
again because it’s the weekend and it’s raining!
The Aorere has a benign, kindly demeanour when
it is calm, crystal-clear and the whitebait are sunning
themselves. But in flood it is terrifying and destructive,

brown and deadly, huge native logs tossed about and
floundering cows washed out to sea.
Likewise, God is kind and compassionate but he
is also judge, both are part of his perfect character.
Flowing out of Eden, and flowing from the throne,
God’s love reveals a plan of redemption through Christ
the Son, which, if we follow it, will ensure our escape
from his righteous anger. We want to inhabit the
crystal-clear waters of peace, not the brown tossingabout stuff.
I have noticed two things about people. They love
to pontificate on God, but hate to talk about sin. In
fact, most people don’t see themselves as sinners. But
for the Church, this conviction of sin, and salvation in
Christ is our only plank. There are lots of happiness
clubs and religious experiences to be had but people
won’t be whole until they understand their sin has
to be put away and that he who puts it away, by the
Cross, is Jesus of Nazareth.
Back to Huck and Jim. We don’t have the luxury of
staying uncontaminated mid-stream. We need to dirty
our hands among unsaved sinners. But before we go
out in his name we need to fear
the raging waters of his anger
and to love and fear the Lord, the
creator, sustainer and redeemer
of life. In all this, he will lead us
beside the still waters!
Brandon Sparrow
Brandon and Lesley Sparrow and
daughters Tessa and Claire worship at
St Cuthbert’s Church, Collingwood.
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