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Building Communities

Defining Community
‘Community’ (n) – 1 The people living in one locality. 2 A group
of people having cultural, religious, ethnic or other characteristics
in common. 3 The public in general. 4 Common ownership or
participation.
Do any of these dictionary definitions actually do justice to the
concept of ‘community? It may be something of an unpopular word
today, but I think that ‘commitment’ is a critical part of what defines
true community. Author and psychiatrist M Scott Peck writes that
‘in and through community lies the salvation of the world’. But he
also makes it clear that ‘community neither comes naturally nor is it
purchased cheaply’.
And it is this authentic community that we are called to radiate in
a world that practices what Scott Peck would describe as ‘pseudo
community’.
At the risk of showing my age, the promises and potential
of instant communication have almost destroyed authentic
community because they enable communication with no
relationship. People I have never met before are suddenly ‘friends’ on
Facebook and emails allow me to ‘vent my spleen’ to as many people
as I like with little or no respect for the consequences. Reputations
are made and character destroyed in a simple twitter or text. And
yet studies continue to show that we have never felt more isolated
and alone.
Paul’s letters to the early church are a manifesto of community –
the body of Christ where; ‘there are no divisions, but where every
part has equal concern for the other parts. If one part suffers, every
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part suffers. If one part is honoured, every part
rejoices.’
This edition of The Witness is a celebration of
community – the body of Christ reaching out to the
community within which we have been planted. It
simply casts a vision that encourages us to join a
corporate journey of discovery – and, in the process
to discover who and what Jesus has called us to be
and do.
With every blessing

● POMD April 5 at All Saints church with Rev
John Day.
● Waimea Regional Deanery Retreat at Lake
Rotoiti, April 10-12.
● Ordination Service at Nelson Cathedral
Thursday, May 2 at 7pm
● BTC Sunday May 5. Each year the first
Sunday in May is a diocese-wide BTC
Sunday, highlighting the work of
Bishopdale Theological College and the BTC
Foundation.
● Mawhera Regional Deanery Retreat at
Hanmer, May 6-8.
● POMD May 17
● School of Preaching, Saturday May 18. All
welcome to hear Archbishop Peter Jensen
(Sydney Diocese). Theme: ‘Connecting
the Old and New: Preaching the Biblical
Metanarrative’. All Saints church, 10am-4pm
(coffee from 9.30am).

The story
of Jellicoe Ave
Three guys and two girls made up the DNA of the
community known simply as ‘the flat’ or ‘Jellicoe’.
These individuals joined together in special way to
create something to be treasured, more than just
people filling the same house. It became home in a
community of single Christians.
I found out quickly during my orientation period
that the flat roster helped order chores. Once a week
there was the expectation for each person to choose a
night to prepare, cook and clean up after a meal which
was shared together. Alongside this, weekly tasks of
general house cleaning were shared out and rotated.
If you didn’t get yours done then watch out! Andy and
Sally were the patriarchal and matriarchal figures; they
kept track of a steady flow of bill payments alongside
initiating new flatmates into the culture of Jellicoe.
The annual ‘flat meal’ and accompanying ‘flat awards’
caused much humour through recounting sharing fun
times together. It was a comical gesture and a way of
observing people’s habits in the daily events of flat life.
We also had a ‘quotes board’ that was kept up to date
and in public view so that flatmates and guests alike
could marvel at comments taken out of context, which
could draw you into fits of belly-aching laughter.
A key aspect of the flat was group prayer. A profound,
yet relatively simple acknowledgement of God, sharing
our struggles, needs and pressures of the week or
day, we prayed together regularly. Five people with
different words, denominations, ways of expressing
need, hope and connection to God, but all united
in seeking to know more of him in our daily lives
together. That experience has been indelibly imprinted
on my life.

One flatmate, Jamie, worked
as a police constable involving
rotating hours of work. Night shifts led to him
sleeping at all manner of weird times but fortunately
he was a heavy sleeper. Some rose before the crack
of dawn to beat the birds (and most everyone else I
imagine) to the gym. These differences led to tensions
that required us to consider the needs of those we
lived with. Interestingly, I found understanding and
celebrating these challenges and differences led to a
strengthening of our community. These differences
made the community we were part of something of
value, and I love this about flatting (most of the time)!
The Jellicoe Ave ‘crew’ were just that, and time and
effort was spent making connections with one another,
often spontaneously. I recall when just about to join
the flat, I was somehow drawn into a Zumba lesson by
Danielle, only to find myself joined by another... and
then another flatmate as they returned home, until
eventually there were five of us dancing unrestrained
and partially in time to the Zumba rhythm. Just then
an unexpected guest arrived at the door! Such things
made for memories not easily forgotten.
With five busy lives, the easy way might have been to
neglect spending time together due to the effort it can
take, but at Jellicoe, spending time together, alongside
acknowledging and placing God at the centre,
gave a firm foundation for the best single Christian
community experience I have had in years!
Jonathan Wasley is a recent Bishopdale College Graduate
who is currently involved at St Barnabas Stoke, working with
church youth and out in the community.
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What’s happening at St Stephen’s,
Chilling out together
The ‘Chill’ (chill out) programme was started five
years ago to address concerns we were hearing from
the mothers of young babies and pre-school children.
These were concerns about knowing how to undertake
the parenting role and some reported a sense of
isolation as stay-at-home parents. On canvassing the
parents we discovered that they would like to meet
with others and have time (no matter how small) away
from their children.
The Chill programme is run on Mondays in term
time starting at 9.45am. We start with 20 minutes
of Baby Boogie with parents and children followed
by parenting and life skills training and fellowship
time for parents while children are being looked
after by caregivers. The programme also fosters the
development of a support network both amongst
parents and with the facilitators presenting the
training. During the parents programme we have a five
to ten minute slot we call ‘Thought for the Day’ where
the St Stephens folk who attend the Chill programme
share their faith. Thought for the Day is based on a

prepared topic in the form of a general discussion
question, for example one of our Easter topics is ‘Why
did Jesus have to die?’
We have been very privileged to have the support
and services of Brenda Holdaway, Senior Kindergarten
Adviser and SKIP Trainer over the five years to present
our parenting skills training and she has also been a
great outside-of-Chill support for the parents. Other
supporters/presenters have been Nelson Budgeting
Service, Tahunanui Medical Centre, Nelson Bays PHO
– Respiratory Nurse Educator, Oral Health Educator,
Safe Kids, Citizens Advice Bureau, Women’s Refuge, Red
Cross and Tahunanui Primary School.
Chill provides a next-step to Tots ‘n Tunes, a place
where relationships can be developed. Since the
inception of Chill we have had at least six families
become fully participating members of our church and
others attend services occasionally. We have a pool of
20 to 25 parents attending Chill with typically eight to
16 parents and 10 to 16 children attending.
Daphne Hunter

Goodies in the oven at 7.15am!
You can’t help but feel inspired when you spend
some time chatting to Anita Berg. It’s people like her
who keep vital ministries running. Anita comes in every
Thursday morning at 7.15am to bake for the drop in
centre and she starts on Friday at the same time. Her
heart and vision mirror the church of St Stephen’s ‘To
know God and make him known’. As we were there
visiting, a number of people came and sat, chatted and
ate. There were people visiting the op shop and fruit
and vege stall and the environment they came into
was one of friendliness and care.
When did the op shop and drop in centre start?
Roughly ten years ago and I have been serving here
for eight.
How is the vision of the church carried out here?
We are constantly sowing seeds. We don’t know who
might water those seeds, maybe it’s the church down
the road but we are constantly sowing them. We have
a number of individuals from the community who
donate food every week. God’s kindness is not just
seen working through Christians.
Once a month on a Wednesday we provide lunch
for the oldies and a guest speaker. We do a mid-winter
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lunch for the community – and we also have an end of
year Christmas lunch catering for 60 people. Cost for
this is kept to a minimum.
With the fruit and vege stall outside and tots n tunes
in the church on a
Friday we get a lot of
foot traffic coming
through and people
who wouldn’t
normally venture
into a church find
themselves quietly
surprised. Hopefully
through all this we
are ‘making him
known’.
Where do all the
profits go?
Straight back into
the running of the
drop in centre. We
are there for others.
[The Op shop is open Fridays 9.00am to 1pm]

Tahunanui?
Vege Tales – the man on the job
We chatted with Matt Gray about all the wonderful
things going on down at Tahunanui. He certainly has
passion and vision for what is clearly a very challenging
and exciting ministry.
How did the St Stephen’s Fruit and Vege Stall come
about?
I have always had a passion to see the church profiled
positively in the community. I am also passionate
about supplying affordable fruit and veges and I saw
the opportunity as there was no fruit and vege stall in
Tahunanui. With a solid background in market gardens
and the vision to see church and community link,
we launched the ‘St Stephens Fruit and Vege Stall’ in
February last year.
How have you been able to offer affordable fruit and
veges?
I source them all locally and with the help of
volunteers and the use of the St Stephen’s grass verge,
we have minimal overheads and therefore have very
little mark-up.
How has the church been profiled by having the stall
there?
Firstly, it’s directly in front of the church. We advertise
our services, ministries and on a Friday we have the
op-shop, drop in centre and tots n tunes running so it’s

obvious what’s happening in the church. We have had
a lot of visitors to church through the holidays who
have found out about us through the stall.
What have been the challenges?
Permission to be here. Maintaining freshness of
quality and keeping price minimal. Weather at times
can also be difficult.
Do you have any further vision for the stall?
This is just the start of linking the church with the
community and I believe if we do this well then we
have a great opportunity. I agree with the apostle Paul
who saw the importance of getting out of the church
and mixing with and serving the community and I feel
that’s what we are doing here.
[Hours - Mon to Fri 10am-4pm. Eftpos available]

Noise–fest for kids and parents
On Fridays from 9.30-11.00 am you can expect to see
many children having a great time coupled with a lot
of noise. Tots ‘n’ Tunes is a time for preschool children
and their families to enjoy singing and dancing,
making music, waving the parachute and interacting
with our puppets – Scout the dog, Scamper the
squirrel or Sally the donkey.
We have two half-hour sessions from 9.30 until 10.00
and 10.30 until 11.00 with morning tea provided in
between. There can be anywhere from 20 to 60 people
at one session. Most are from the community and so

we as church mums see this as a great opportunity to
welcome them into a church, get to know them and
hopefully share our lives and faith with them through
conversations we have at morning tea or lunch.
This of course is hard in practice and we do find it
difficult to translate the community interaction into
real fruit for the kingdom.
However we are encouraged knowing we serve a
mighty God who we pray will use this ministry for his
glory to see people come to know him.
Simone Petterson
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Creating Community for those far from home
Port Nelson Mission to Seafarers
In 1835, a young clergyman taking a holiday walk along the cliffs of the Bristol Channel noticed many ships lying
at anchor waiting for a favourable wind to enter port. After some fact finding, he was so moved by the adverse
conditions of seafarers that he devoted the rest of his life to their welfare. In May 1858, the Mission to Seamen, as it
became known, was officially born. It is now an international organisation; each branch is independent and relies
on support from within its own community.
Last year 733 ships visited Port Nelson which is one of the largest fishing ports in Australasia. As well as the
fishing vessels that are based here, there are container ships, log carriers, fruit and dairy exporters and car
transporters. Ninety-five percent of all goods imported into New Zealand come by sea and most of our exports, so
the crews that man those ships play a vitally important role in our lives – but despite that, the expression `out of
sight out of mind` can easily be applied.
Here in Nelson, the Mission operates from a building within the secure port zone. The aim is to provide a safe,
comfortable and welcoming environment for all seafarers regardless of nationality or religious faith. Internet
access, telephones, reading materials, and recreational
facilities are provided in a comfortable lounge with free
coffee and biscuits. Volunteers are on hand to help with
any problems and to be a friendly presence to talk to. There
is also a quiet room for personal reading or prayer. We have
recently provided port wide wi-fi for visiting ships
All this activity needs funding and it needs volunteers.
Traditionally funding has come through contributions
mainly from sympathetic parishes and church assemblies.
The Mission is very grateful to the Port Company for
providing the accommodation rent free but there is still
a large gap in making ends meet. Added to this, people’s
lives are busier and it is getting harder to find volunteers
willing to give up some of their time to ease the lives of
seafarers who risk their lives to bring in the things that we
Manager, James Nelson. Chair, Nigel Whinney.
rely on in our daily lives.
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The Mission now has a new Chairman. Nigel Whinney who
has taken over from Charles Tyrell who has steered the Mission
safely through the last 12 years. Nigel has experience of the
sea in that he was in the Royal Navy for 33 years, two of these
serving with the Royal New Zealand Navy. Communications
have improved dramatically in that time. Telephone calls are
much cheaper and more reliable and the internet has opened
the scene to instant talk. The days of an exchange of airmail
letters taking 6 weeks have long gone!
If you wish to know more, please contact the Mission
Manager, James Nelson, on 0275 382 041 or the Mission
Chairman, Nigel Whinney, on 03 546 7765. www.
nelsonseafarers.org.
Nigel Whinney – Chair, Nelson Mission to Seafarers
Nigel Whinney the new Chairman of The Mission to Seafarers had 33
years sea experience in the Royal Navy before being ordained. He is
now active retired clergy working in the diocese.

Hospital Community
Nelson Hospital has a new Ecumenical Chaplain – the
Reverend Yvonne McLean. It was a packed Hospital Chapel
that greeted Yvonne as she was commissioned by Bishop
Richard Ellena to a ministry that is close to her heart. Her
strong pastoral gifts which were honed during her time as
Associate Priest at the Nelson Cathedral will be invaluable
in her new role at the hospital.
Yvonne will be ably assisted by a team of voluntary
chaplains as they attend to the spiritual and emotional
needs of those in the hospital. Archdeacon Andy Joseph
welcomed Yvonne and offered strong support from local
iwi. It was encouraging to see wide representation from
many Christian denominations.
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I know that

He will never take us where his grace will not sustain us
It was a day like no other, with brilliant sunlight
filtering through windblown trees. By the end of the
day it would seem that all my life had been blown
away, because my husband, my love and friend would
not live to see the end of this day, and every day from
here on would be changed forever for me. I would have
to go on alone.
The Waimea Anglican Parish is no stranger to death.
In the last three years, six people have felt the crushing
blow of losing a very much loved spouse. At a recent
inaugural meeting of this peer group, seven ladies
and one gentleman discussed their experiences, in
the hope that others in similar circumstances may be
helped to survive the cruel process of creating a new
life after decades of sharing life.
We are all born to die, but the shock of this
happening to someone so very close cannot be
described. Everyone’s experience is different, but a
common thread seems to be that this shock causes
a bubble to surround the survivor for weeks, or
even months afterwards. Grief is a very real, physical
thing, and has been likened to having a chainsaw cut
through one’s body. Well-meaning people offer the
words ‘life must go on’, ‘it will get better’, ‘it’s God’s will’,’
time will heal’… We want to shout and say life will
never be the same again. The community gathers and
we celebrate and cry for the person we have just lost.
Others continue with their lives while we try to build
a new life. How can we do this, when we have never
lived alone before? Many people say ‘just let me know
if we can do anything’. In our pain we are too weak to
ask. Don’t wait to be asked precious angels, just step in
and say ‘can I mow the lawns, take you shopping…?’
In our pain it is hard to remember that God is always
with us. We seek refuge in the knowledge that he will
never take us where his grace will not sustain us. Our
hope in the resurrection means we will meet our loved
one again in a place where there is no pain. Every day
is hard, but it is a bonus gift from God. He still has a job
for us and until we are called home we will do our best
to do it. God turns all our sunsets into sunrises.
If you are left to go on alone remember – don’t
analyse the way you feel; it’s okay to be you. There will
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From left: Gordon Max, Margaret Fenemor, Dianne
Higgins, Rona Thompson, Rhoda Kempthorne, Alice
Conning, Pamela Petherbridge.
Absent: Pam Smith, Joan Catley, Ellie Smeaton.
be times of feeling shock, numbness, relief, liberation,
sadness, bitterness, guilt and self-reproach, anxiety,
helplessness, abandonment, loneliness and yearning,
and loss of control/mind. These feelings are all normal.
The days and nights can be long. Fill the void with
technology. Radio Rhema, Southern Star, and The
Coast. Computers and digital photo-frames bring
photographs to life. It is alright to talk to the photos.
You can easily create and print books which help keep
memories alive. It helps to have a special place to go
to daily to thank God for the life we had together. It is
a way of facing the future here on earth without our
loved one and acknowledges the memories of a good
life together. Make the effort to go out, treasure the
networks of family, church, friends. They provide us
with long term reassurance and love.
Treasure married life while you have it. Learn about
your finances and family data. Know where up-to-date
wills are kept.
Finally, if you meet me in the street don’t avoid me;
don’t tell me how good I look. Do ask me how I feel, do
ask if I need a hug, do mention my loved one’s name. It
might bring tears, but it gives me permission to talk if I
feel like it.
Thoughts from Waimea Parish

my Redeemer lives
Welcome home Sarah!
It took a while for the medical staff to realise that
my wife Dee was in labour. When our doctor heard
that Dee was only 26 weeks gestation he just shook
his head and we were given little hope. An ambulance
transferred her from Tokoroa to Waikato Hospital
while I made hurried arrangements with friends and
neighbours (we had just shifted) to look after our three
girls Laura (7) Bronwyn (5) and Rebecca (3). I then
drove to Hamilton; all the while dreading what lay
ahead.
Near Tirau I poured out my heart to God and my fears
of facing the prospect of a funeral for our tiny child. As
I drove I physically felt God wrap his arms around me
– I knew he was with me and us. Over the next three
months we found ourselves sorely tested at times but
always there was a strong sense of God’s amazing
grace.
In the delivery suite
about a dozen doctors and
specialists worked as a team
to connect one seriously
ill child weighting just 851
grams (dropping to 705
grams within a week) to a
myriad of machines – how
skilled they were. That night
we had to name our child
as she was not expected
to live, and Sarah Dawn
became the newest member of our family. Soon
after I fell into bed that night, the hospital phoned
and told me to get back immediately as Dee was
haemorrhaging and if they couldn’t stop the bleeding
her life was at risk. That night I nearly lost both my wife
and daughter – it was the longest day ever. The next
day a doctor prepared me for the worst concerning
Sarah: if she survived she may be deaf, blind, and have
severe lung and neurological issues.
Sarah was too ill for an incubator, she simply lay on a
little sheepskin with glad wrap spread over her so that
every time she stopped breathing or her heart stopped
(many times each day) a nurse or Dee could touch
her or move her to ‘start her up again’. I had to wait six
weeks before I was allowed to hold her.

For three months Dee and I
lived apart. Dee and Rebecca
lived in the nurse’s home
and spent all and every day with Sarah. I continued to
teach at Tokoroa High School and looked after Laura
and Bronwyn. Every weekend we would meet up at
the hospital. Sarah made agonizing progress – her
stomach couldn’t even tolerate 1ml of breast milk
every five minutes. When she eventually reached 1kg
we felt like having a party.
So many people around New Zealand prayed for
Sarah and for us. Friends, strangers, colleagues and
parishioners were amazing and went the extra mile
for us. Each night as I prayed I would ‘watch’ Jesus walk
through the High Dependency Unit moving from one
incubator to the other, pausing to touch and bless each
child including Sarah. I would also hold in my heart the
strong hope that as a family
we would present Sarah
for baptism at St Francis’
Church in Tokoroa. When
that day eventually came
I was overwhelmed with
emotion and thanksgiving.
When the big day came
for Sarah to come home,
we hung a ‘Welcome Home
Sarah’ banner outside our
house. What a moment!
But that night she stopped breathing 10 times and
the next morning was readmitted to Waikato Hospital.
However, with huge determination on her part and
more than a little of God’s grace, she made it.
For her first birthday we held a party at the church,
hired a clown and a merry-go-round to say a big thank
you to all those who were a part of Sarah’s remarkable
story – many of whom never attended church.
Sarah will graduate with a BA in Theatre and
Geography in a couple of months and is completing
an honours degree in Geography. She is a beautiful,
vibrant, healthy young woman for whom we
continually thank God.
David Hollingsworth
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Victory at the Cross
As a new Christian of less than a year, I know I was
mainly drawn to faith by the life of Jesus Christ.
The miraculous birth and the star, all the words he
spoke and the wisdom and power in them, the nature
of the miracles he performed, and his death. Such a
tragic, gory and unpleasant end, and not the most
uplifting part of his life I thought. At the same time I
had a feeling there was probably power in this ending
that I didn’t fully understand beyond the obvious
sacrifice of his life, as he submitted to the ignorance
and misguided hatred of man.
It was an interesting winter of 2012, very shortly after
coming to Christ I felt I was a witness to the forces of
darkness at work. My brother with whom I am very
close, and also a local family who are good friends,
were both fairly significantly affected. Around this time
I awoke to see an image of the cross in my bedroom
in the middle of the night and felt it was guiding my
attention to the power behind it, even though I didn’t
really understand.
Since then I have done more talking and reading and
now am starting to comprehend the full significance
of what happened at Calvary. That by sacrificing
himself, Christ not only showed that he was God in
human form, but by rising from the dead he defeated
the powers of darkness. This is what is meant by the
victory!
All who believe in Christ inherit this victory. The
darkness has no power over us! What a total and utter
Victory!
Helen Ric
Richar
hards
har
ds – Waim
W
aimea
aim
ea Par
Parish
ish
Helen
Richards
Waimea
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He Bore Our Griefs
No, it was not the Jews who crucified,
Nor who betrayed you in the judgement place,
Nor who, Lord Jesus, spat into your face,
Nor who with buffets struck you as You died.
No, it was not the soldiers fisted bold
Who lifted up the hammer and the nail,
Or raised the cursed cross on Calvary’s hill,
Or, gambling, tossed the dice to win your robe.
I am the one, O Lord, who brought you there,
I am the heavy cross you had to bear,
I am the rope that bound you to the tree,
The whip, the nail, the hammer, and the spear,
The blood-stained crown of thorns you had to wear:
It was my sin, alas, it was for me.
Jacob Revius
The signature of Jesus, the cross, is the ultimate
expression of God’s love for the world. The church is
the church of the crucified, risen Christ only when it is
stamped with his signature; only when it faces outward
and moves with him along the way of the cross’.
Christ on the cross is not a mere theological
precondition for salvation. He is God’s enduring Word to
the world saying, “See how much I love you. See how you
must love one another.”
Brennan Manning ‘The Signature of Jesus’

Ministry out in the community
Owen (vicar of St Peters Kaikoura) and his wife
Larraine are both volunteers in local emergency
services – the local Fire Brigade and St John
Ambulance. I chatted to them recently about
this important addition to their lives in their local
community.
How did you both become involved in emergency
response teams?
Owen – I heard of other ministers doing fire and
thought it would be fun. The fire station is just down
the road from us and when I walked into town I passed
it and saw a poster asking for volunteers.
Larraine – I became involved once our youngest
started school and I wanted to do something just for
me. Owen did give me a push towards St John and
once I started I didn’t look back.
What training was necessary?
Owen – The training is mostly in-house. We train
every Monday night and go away for a block course
initially, before becoming a full member of the brigade.
Larraine – I started with a two-day First Aid course,
Ambulance driving courses, and an induction
weekend. After being in St John for about year I started

studying for the National Diploma which I completed
in one year (usually a two-year diploma). This required
weekends away in Nelson, on-line study and shifts
down in Christchurch to get hands-on experience.
What is the plan if you are both called out and your
children Maddison, Hannah and Seth are at home?
Owen – I draw the short straw and stay home.
Because Larraine is on a roster she needs to go. I’m on
call 24/7 with the rest of the brigade and it’s first there
first on. The brigade know that if I’m not there Larraine
will be there in the ambulance.
Larraine – We do have friends and neighbours we can
call on if needed and if they are at school it’s fine. Often
we aren’t out for long, so it’s more a case of minutes
rather than hours.
How has your involvement impacted upon your
relationships in the local community?

Owen – Perhaps the greatest impact for people in the
community is seeing a minister out there and getting
to know him as a human being, outside of church
events (usually funerals). I think people are impressed
by our commitment to the community and it’s a great
way to meet people.
Larraine – I’ve made some really good friends and I
guess they see a different side of a typical vicar’s wife –
whatever people think a typical vicar’s wife actually is.
Have you found that it has become an extension of your
Christian ministry in and around Kaikoura?
Owen – For me there are the friendships that are
created. I recently took a funeral for a mother-in-law of
a fire fighter, even though they didn’t want a church
service or anything religious. We still had prayers and
readings and it was well received.
Larraine – The people I meet get to
see me outside church and we have
the occasional conversations. But in
terms of getting people into church,
this hasn’t happened yet.
How does the church community
support you in this local community
ministry?
Owen – I think the church is not only
supportive, but proud to see their vicar
helping out in the community. The brigade knows
I won’t respond when I’m leading a church service,
wedding, etc. If I have a busy week with call outs, I still
ensure that my ‘proper’ job – running the church –
doesn’t suffer. I’m not keen on Saturday night call-outs
after once and getting home around 3am.
Larraine – They have a very positive attitude towards
us. They are interested and supportive. People
encourage me to pursue this as a career and were very
proud when I became a qualified Ambulance Officer
– known now as an Emergency Medical Technician
(EMT).
Owen – In some ways I would have hoped to
see more people come to church because of our
involvement, but this hasn’t happened. In some ways
we can say that the church has gone to the people. So
hopefully we have sown good seeds.
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Vanuatu – one community helping another

Jean Rooney of Nativity Parish Blenheim is a Pastoral
Care Support Person for the Vanuatu seasonal workers
in Marlborough. Rev Miriam Taylor is also closely linked
to the Vanuatu community in Marlborough and she
has been on several outreach trips to the islands. Both
women enjoy helping the seasonal workers to find
their way around what is a very different community to
the communities they are used to at home.
All the Nevans have a strong Christian faith and
enjoy being part of the Christian fellowships around
Marlborough. Their love of music is legendary and they
welcome any opportunities to entertain at functions
and rest homes. Both St Christopher’s and Nativity
Parishes have contributed money, goods and materials
for children for school and Sunday school. However,
the wider community in Marlborough has gathered
around Nichola Noapip who came to work in the
vineyards in order to provide a better life for his family,
only to have his house in Port Vila burnt down just
before Christmas.
Nichola has been working in Blenheim for three years

and sending money home to his wife for the education
of their four children and for materials needed
for building a house. The house was successfully
completed and his sister, her child and his parents
also moved in. Then just before Christmas it is alleged
that five drunken people burned down his newly
completed house and also the rental property that his
family had been living in. Everything was lost and the
family had to flee.
The Marlborough community has rallied round with
donations of money, good second hand clothing,
mattresses, bed linen, toys, household goods and
second hand roofing iron to begin rebuilding the
house. The money given will be used to send all the
goods over to Vanuatu in a container and Nichola
hopes to go home in April to begin the project of
rebuilding their lives. He is so grateful to the local
Marlborough communities for helping him and his
family to get their lives back together again.
Jacinda Thompson from Nativity Church has set up a
donation page on Telecom’s new ‘givealittle’ site. All of
the donations go to the cause and the site is sponsored
by Telecom. Churches and local communities working
together to provide the necessities of life for a family in
another community in a different country. This is surely
the agape love to which Jesus calls us all.

BISHOPDALE CHAPEL
A service of Holy Communion on the ﬁrst
Thursday of every month at 12.15pm
in the Bishopdale Chapel.
ALL WELCOME
Contact person:
Alec C Brown

Tel (03) 548 3644
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Seeding
for the future
BTC 2012 graduates (from left) Jonathan Thorpe (DBS),
Simon Terrill (BTh), Jared Altments ((DBS), Jonathan
Wasley (BTh), Jacob Vander Burg (DBS).
Bishopdale Theological College had five people
graduate in December 2012 with Bachelor of Theology
Degrees and Diplomas in Biblical Studies. These are the
responses from two of the graduates to questions we
put to them.
What is the greatest spiritual insight you have received
during your time at BTC?
Jake - It would be discovering such diversity within
a group of likeminded people. Whilst we were all
studying the same subjects it was enjoyable to
experience so many different spiritual walks of life.
There were many different expressions of beliefs,
experiences of conversion and spiritual journeys
represented amongst the students. But in the diversity
all had one thing in common, an incredible love for
and faith in God. A deep gratitude for his saving work
in Jesus, a hunger for the word of God and a desire
to be led by the Holy Spirit to further their personal
understanding of his word and the task he had led
them to.
Simon - Perhaps the greatest spiritual insight I gained
was understanding the full weight of Jesus’ words on
the cross when he said, ‘It is finished’. (John 19:30) The
full force of this statement hit me when studying the
Greek tense of these incredible words - it was finished it is finished and it always will be finished!
Can you share a moment that was a ‘biblical eureka’
moment during your biblical studies?
Simon - One of the most impacting was an entire
paper ‘Biblical Theology’. Being shown that the Bible
contains one continuous and logical narrative from
beginning to end has revolutionised how I now read
scripture. This has inspired a desire to read all of the
Bible repeatedly rather than only selecting the parts I

like or find easier to understand.
Jake - It is a basic one, that a real and personal God
wanted a relationship with us, his creation. We weren’t
studying some abstract notion of a superior life form,
or some far off unknown ancient historical myth.
We were studying the living God, the creator of the
heavens and the earth who had revealed himself in
the Bible his word and through the life of his son Jesus
Christ.
What would you say to someone else who was
considering studying at BTC?
Jake - To study like this, by taking time out of already
busy lives, is sacrificial because it really is a big effort
to do it. This study isn’t just done in our spare time, it
is done in time we set aside and dedicate to learning
and understanding more about God. Making the
commitment to study with others means to open
ourselves up to what others think and believe, but also
to share our core beliefs and values. The times of prayer
and mutual support are a time of spiritual rubbing
off each other which is of immense value and fosters
spiritual growth.
Simon - My advice to anyone contemplating
studying at BTC is ‘just do it!’ I was pleasantly surprised
to learn that deeply engaging my intellect with
theology has brought about a significant deepening
of my relationship with God. Studying at BTC has been
a life changing experience for me and I know it will be
for you too.
This year there are four full time students, six half
time students and 39 part time students (20 of whom
are in Nelson and 19 who are in the Host churches of
Holy Trinity Greymouth, St Christopher’s Blenheim and
Holy Trinity Tauranga).
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Reflections from ‘Vibrant Christ-centred Communities of Faith’
Glorifying God: The worship of the Church.
Our aim: To glorify God through our worship that is
both corporate and personal, culturally relevant and
transcendent, self-denying and life-giving, yet always
biblical.
What does it mean to ‘glorify’ God?
‘Glory’ in the Old Testament carries the idea of
greatness and splendour. In the New Testament it
means ‘dignity, honour, praise and worship’. Putting
the two together, we find that glorifying God means
to acknowledge his greatness and give him honour
by praising and worshipping him, because he alone
deserves to be praised, honoured and worshipped.
God should be ‘glorified’ in everything we are and
do, individually and corporately as the worshipping
Church.
Paul encourages the church in Rome – ‘....in view of
God’s mercy, offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy
and pleasing to God – this is true worship’.
In 1 Peter 2:9 the corporate nature of worship is
clearly encouraged: ‘You are a chosen people, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God,
that you may declare the praises of him who called you
out of darkness into his wonderful light.
There is something very profound and powerful
happening when a church develops a pattern of
worship that inspires believers and attracts seekers.
We need to be strategic in establishing worship
experiences that ‘feed’ the soul. This requires great
discernment as the danger always exists to focus on
the needs and wants of the gathered community
rather than on glorifying God. We exist for him, not the
other way around.
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Corporate and Personal
The integrity of our corporate worship is directly
proportional to the practice of personal devotion.
If individuals are totally dependent upon the
corporate worship of the church to feed their souls,
they will become spiritual ‘floaters’ always searching
for the church that seems to have the latest ‘buzz’. It is
therefore also true that no amount of ‘tinkering’ with
the forms and details of our corporate worship will
create authentic experiences of prayer and praise if a
significant number of those worshipping are not also
committed to some form of personal devotion – Bible
reading, quiet meditative prayer, journaling etc.
Culturally relevant and transcendent
To be culturally relevant simply means that
our worship experiences must be accessible and
understandable to those who are participating in
them. Jesus was totally relevant in whatever setting he
found himself in; whether it was with an uneducated
Galilean fisherman, in a late night discussion with a
member of the Jewish ruling council, or in the midday heat with a Samaritan woman. We all have our
preferences but as St Paul said ‘...though I am free and
belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to everyone,
to win as many (for Christ) as possible’.
Perhaps the most effective way of achieving the
balance between cultural relevancy and transcendence
is to focus on achieving a balance between ‘reverence
and awe’ and ‘joy’. The rest will follow.
Bishop Richard Ellena
Part Two of Glorifying God: The worship of the
Church will be in the May/June issue of the Witness.
Some copies of the booklet ‘Vibrant Christ-centred
Communities of Faith’ are available at the Anglican
Centre at $5 per copy.

Lent
Although you could make a case for this being all
about giving something significant away or ‘lending’
something of yourself, that is not where it started.
Easter is the oldest and most important Christian
celebration, marking the foundational event of our
faith: the resurrection of Jesus Christ, our Lord and
Saviour. It is so important that it requires a time of
special preparation – and is the other ‘season’ of the
church year marked by the colour purple. By 400AD
the early church had established a 40 day period called
‘Lent’. Here we in the southern hemisphere are dictated
to by our northern hemisphere brethren who instituted
this custom. The word ‘Lent’ comes from the Old English
word for spring – literally referring to that time of year
when the days lengthen. It has traditionally been a
time of self-examination and self-discipline. During
the Middle Ages there were strict observances and
it became such a burden that many people actually
dreaded it! These days Lent is seen more as a time for
strengthening faith and love through developing a
deeper understanding of what it is to be a follower of
Jesus and how to show this in everyday life. It is still
seen as a time of special discipline so many people give
up a favourite food or activity; others try to give up old
habits such as thinking of 'me first'; while others might
take up a new activity or ministry. Lent is also a time
when there is a special encouragement to read and
study the Bible, either individually or in a group, with
the aim of becoming a more faithful follower of Jesus.
Ash Wednesday
This is the first day of Lent. In nature many things
have to wither and decay and turn to ash before new
life springs forth. The early church held that before
someone could experience the new life of Easter, some
of their faults and bad habits had to die away and
'turn to ash'. This also links with the custom of people
scattering ash over their heads in sorrow to publicly
announce they had sinned and wanted forgiveness. On
this day there are special services highlighting the need
for repentance and inviting people to have the sign
of the cross marked in ash on their foreheads. (These
ashes are usually made from the previous year's palm
crosses or palms from the ‘Palm Sunday’ service.)

Do the Maths – 1: Forty Days?
The more astute may have worked out that although
Lent is a 40 day season stretching from Ash Wednesday
to Easter Day, there are more than 40 days in this
period! This is because the Sundays are not counted.
Even during the sombre season of Lent, each Sunday is
a celebration when we remember that although Jesus
died, he rose again and as we celebrate communion
his life continues in us. The number 40 has great
significance: Jesus was tempted in the desert for 40
days; he was in the tomb 40 hours between Good
Friday and Easter morning; for 40 years the Hebrews
wandered in the wilderness before entering the
promised land; the ark was tossed on the flood waters
for 40 days; Jesus walked with his disciples for 40 days
after his resurrection. The early Church Fathers held that
the number 40 when applied to time (40 hours, 40 days,
40 years) was the necessary period for cleansing, testing
and strengthening which allowed the fullness of God's
wisdom and action to become reality.
Do the Maths – 2: Why is there no fixed date for
Easter?
Everyone knows that Christmas is December 25.
On that day every year we celebrate the birth of
Jesus. However when it comes to the day that Jesus'
resurrection is marked, we know it is Easter Sunday, but
it is a different date each year. It seems confusing that
this most important celebration is not fixed. It can be
accounted for like this: The Christian faith originated
in the Holy Land, where the lunar calendar was used.
When Christianity arrived in Rome there was a difficulty
with dates because there the sun calendar was used.
Early church leaders, both Jewish and Roman, agreed
that everything to do with the coming of Jesus Christ
had been prepared – even the position of the moon,
the sun and the stars. But they could not agree on how
to fix a date for the yearly celebration of Easter. Then, in
the fourth century, with the help of astronomers who
took into account the position of both the moon and
the sun in relation to the earth, a decision was made.
Easter would be celebrated on the first Sunday after the
full moon that follows the Northern Hemisphere Spring
Equinox (March 20 or 21). This is why Easter can be any
day between March 22 and April 25.

Wayne Thornton
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An Easter Reflection
The foreshadowing of the Cross
The cross of Jesus Christ is the pivotal point of human
existence on earth. Easter is that season in which we
look back to that time when the Son of God hung
on the cross between heaven and earth, between
God and us, and we understand afresh that we have
received salvation through faith in the finished work of
Christ on this Cross. The Old Testament stories of God’s
interaction with humankind all point to the Cross that
was to come.
After the first sin, came the promise of the Saviour
(Genesis 3:15). From earliest times God ordained the
sacrifice of a lamb as a substitute to receive forgiveness
of sins and acceptance by God – pointing to The Lamb
of God who would die once and for all as the substitute
for humankind (John 1:29; Hebrews 9:25-26). The
Passover act of placing lamb’s blood on the doorposts
in order that the Angel of Death would pass over (Ex.
12:1-33) painted a picture of what Christ would do on
the cross for us (1 Cor. 5:7)
The Cross for us today
‘As it is written: There is no one righteous, not even one; .
. . . All have turned away. . .’ (Romans 3:10-12).
The New Testament makes it clear that sin separates
us from God (Isaiah 59:2); that we cannot become
righteous by our own efforts (Romans 3:20) and the
wages of sin is death (Rom 6:23).
God alone is holy and our sin and rebellion made
it impossible for us to be accepted into his presence.
The only way through was for a substitute to be found
who could stand righteous before God, and yet who
could truly represent the human race, someone who
was sinless. So God himself became man in order to
reconcile us to himself.
Isaiah 53:4-5: ‘Surely he took our infirmities and carried
our sorrows... he was pieced for our transgressions... and
by his wounds we are healed’. Here we see Jesus fully
identifying with us in our humanity: ‘For we do not

have a high priest who is unable to sympathise with our
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in
every way, just as we are – yet was without sin’ (Hebrews
4:15)
God’s judgment on sin is death – both physical and
spiritual. Jesus died in the place of all sinners. He took
upon himself God’s judgment on sin. (1 Peter 2:24 &
3:18)
The power of the Cross?
‘But we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to
Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom
God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power
and the wisdom of God’ 1 Cor 1:23-24). The cross is the
greatest symbol of shame and humiliation but to us
the cross is also the place where the love of God and
the righteous judgment of God meet. His righteous
judgment demanded the death penalty for sin – the
shedding of blood. His love met his own demands and
Jesus, the Son of God, died as our substitute.
The blood of Christ has bought us: peace (Col
1:20); purity of heart (1 John 1:7); justification (Rom
5:9); fellowship (1 Cor 10:16); eternal life (John 6:54);
approach to God (Eph 2:13); defeat of Satan (Rev
12:11); sanctification (Heb 13:12); boldness (Heb 10:1922).
As believers we identify with Christ in his death and
we also share in his resurrection. The cross was not the
end. ‘For we died and were buried
with Christ by baptism. And just as
Christ was raised from the dead by
the glorious power of the Father,
now we also may live new lives...
Since we have been united with
him in his death, we will also be
raised as he was’ (Romans 6:4-5)
Rev David Hollingsworth
Chaplain to Bishop Richard

CAMERON GIBSON & WELLS LTD
CONSULTING CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS

26 NILE STREET NELSON
PH:(03) 548 8259 FAX: (03) 546 8412
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